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History &  Current 
program

The Gifted and Talented Visual Arts program was established at
Applecross Senior High School in 1968. 

Our  Visual  Arts  program,  the  f i rst  of  i ts  k ind  in  Western  Austra l ia , 
surpassed  55  years  of  durat ion  in  2023  and  wi l l  soon  celebrate  60  years 
of  excel lence  in  2028.  Known  for  i ts  strong  tradit ion  and  reputat ion,  i t 
has  produced  graduates  highly  regarded  by  both  tert iary  inst i tut ions  and 
the  arts  industry .  Many  successful  Western  Austra l ian  art ists  
and designers  began  their  art ist ic  development  in  th is  select ive  
program, making  i t  a  cornerstone  for  aspir ing  creat ives  in  the  region.

Over  the  years ,  the  program has  evolved.  In i t ia l ly ,  students  had  to 
attend  after-school  extension  classes  at  Perth  Technical  School ,  and 
entry  test ing  was  managed  by  the  school .  Today,  a l l  c lasses  are  held  on 
campus,  and  the  test ing  process  has  been  central ised  by  the  Department 
of  Educat ion.  The  entrance  process  remains  r igorous,  evaluat ing 
academic  sk i l ls ,  creat ive  thinking,  and  art ist ic  apt i tude.  Due  to  
i ts popular i ty  and  competi t ive  nature ,  the  program now  serves  over  160 
students  across  Years  7  to  12  in  any  given  year .  The  program is  housed in  
a  state-of-the-art  art  department  featur ing  four  spacious ,  l ight-f i l led 
studios ,  two  computer  labs ,  gal lery  spaces,  and  an  outdoor  work  area.

Industry  connect ions  are  a  key  feature  of  the  program,  a l lowing 
students  to  bui ld  re lat ionships  with  leading  inst i tut ions  such  as  
Curt in Univers i ty  and  the  Univers i ty  of  Western  Austra l ia  (UWA) .  
These partnerships   provide  access  to  higher  educat ion  pathways ,  
profess ional networks ,  and  contemporary  art  pract ices  through  
guest  lectures , workshops,  and  exhibit ions ,  helping  students  br idge  
into  future  studies and  careers  in  the  arts .

Sherina Wang (Year 12)



We  seek  students  with  natural  creat ive  ta lent  and  a  strong  desire  to 
develop  their  sk i l ls .  The  curr iculum  blends  v isual  inquiry ,  studio  work , 
exhibit ions ,  and  cr i t ical  ref lect ion.  Students  benef i t  f rom  gal lery  v is i ts , 
sketching  tours ,  art  camps,  and  workshops  that  introduce  new  mater ia ls 
and  technologies .  These  sk i l ls  extend  across  academic  discipl ines , 
guided  by  dynamic  teachers  and  profess ionals .  A  highl ight  is  the 
Saturday  workshops  led  by  profess ional  art ists ,  where  students  explore 
specia l ised  studio  discipl ines  and  exhibit  their  work .

The  di f ferent iated  curr iculum  immerses  students  in  contemporary  v isual 
arts  pract ices ,  exhibit ions ,  and  col laborat ive  workshops in  a  support ive 
environment  for  g i f ted  learners .  Our  a im  is  to  foster  conceptual  th inking, 
visual  communicat ion,  and  personal  explorat ion  of  art ist ic  ideas .

Students  are  enrol led  in  a  fu l l  t ime  school  curr iculum  whi le  
part ic ipat ing in  the  Gifted  and  Talented  Visual  Arts  program.  Dur ing  the  
week,  they are  placed  in  specia l ised  GATE  Visual  Arts  c lasses ,  whi le  
the  Saturday workshops  provide  extension  and  enr ichment .  Many  
students  a lso  qual i fy for  the  school 's  Academic  Extension  program in  
core  MESH  subjects (Math,  Engl ish ,  Science,  Humanit ies) ,  with  
placement  determined  on  an indiv idual  basis .  

The  curr iculum  advances  students  through  foundat ional  sk i l ls  in  Year  7 , 
studio  discipl ines  in  Years  8  to  10 ,  and  ATAR  or  General  Visual 
Arts/Design  pathways  in  Years  11  and  12 .  Senior  students  receive  
Saturday workshop  support  and ,  Year  12s  gain  mentorship  on  coursework .

Students  engage  in  analyt ical  and  ref lect ive  processes ,  responding  to 
artworks  in  socia l ,  pol i t ical ,  h istor ical ,  and  cultural  contexts .  High 
standards  of  v isual  l i teracy  and  wr i t ten  sk i l ls  are  required,  with  
GATE students  facing  increased  weight ings  in  responses.  The  
program  al igns  with  the  WA  Curr iculum  but  is  enr iched  for  g i f ted  
learners .

Molly Rovis-Hermann (Year 12)



The Impact of 
Visual Arts Education

Creativity Meets Crit ical Thinking: Empowering students to excel 
across al l subjects through visual arts education.
The  Visual  Arts  program at  Applecross  Senior  High  School  wi l l  have  a 
profound  impact  on  students ,  not  just  within  the  art  room  but  across 
var ious  academic  discipl ines .  Visual  Arts  fosters  cr i t ical  th inking, 
creat iv i ty ,  and  problem  solv ing  ski l ls  essent ia l  for  success  in  core 
subjects  l ike  Science,  Mathematics ,  and  Engl ish .  Through  hands  on 
projects ,  students  engage  in  deep  analys is ,  ref ine  their  approaches,  
and develop  perseverance,  a l l  of  which  are  direct ly  appl icable  to  
academic chal lenges  outs ide  of  art .

Vidya Lays (Year 7) 
Peyton Taylor (Year 10) 
Cathleen Lin (Year 10) 
Freya Batchelor (Year 10) 
Maeve Mathewson (Year 10) 
Jin-E Kim (Year 10) 
Shylah Falconer (Year 7) 
Elsa Hu (Year 9)



Yongqi Chen (Year 9)

In  subjects  l ike  Mathematics  and  Science,  students  in  the  
Visual  Arts program wi l l  benef i t  f rom  enhanced  spat ia l  
reasoning,  pattern recognit ion,  and  conceptual  understanding.  The  
abi l i ty  to  v isual ise problems,  th ink  creat ively ,  and  exper iment  with  
solut ions  direct ly complements  these  discipl ines .  S imi lar ly ,  the  
process  of  cr i t iquing  and ref lect ing  on  artwork  sharpens  students '  
analyt ical  sk i l ls ,  improving  their performance  in  subjects  l ike  
Engl ish ,  where  interpretat ion  and  cr i t ical th inking  are  key.

Furthermore,  the  interdiscipl inary  nature  of  Visual  Arts  helps  students 
make  connect ions  between  di f ferent  f ie lds ,  b lending  creat iv i ty  with  
logic . The program encourages col laborat ion, communicat ion,  
and innovat ive  thinking,  which  translates  to  greater  conf idence  and  
improved performance  across  the  board.  By  foster ing  a  hol ist ic ,  
wel l  rounded ski l lset ,  the  Applecross  Visual  Arts  program wi l l  enable  
students  to excel  academical ly  and  become  adaptable ,  thoughtful  
learners  across  a l l areas  of  their  educat ion.



Student Expectations
As a member of the GATE Visual  Art  programme students are

expected to meet and maintain excellent standards in the general
school programme, Visual  Art  classes and Saturday work- shops.  This

includes academic performance, attendance,  participation and
behaviour.  

The fol lowing standards and requirements are expected of  each student :  

1 .

2 .

 3 .
4 .

5 .

Complete the 6  year program. Senior school students select 
General and/or ATAR Visual Arts and/or Design subjects to complete 
Years 1 1 and 12 of the program.
Attendance at Saturday workshops, Annual Exhibit ion and any support 
or extension classes is a mandatory requirement of the program. 
Comply with a l l school rules and pol ic ies . 

Mainta in an excel lent standard of performance and progress in a l l 
Visual Arts c lasses and in Saturday workshops. Achieving A grades in 
Visual Art and Design subjects is expected. 
Demonstrate a posit ive att i tude, sel f  discipl ine, commitment and 
cooperat ion at a l l t imes. I t is expected GATE Visual Arts students 
wi l l  involve themselves in a l l aspects of the program 
including exhibit ing resolved studio pieces and volunteer ing f rom 
t ime to t ime as ambassadors for the program. 
Maintain a high standard of attendance, (minimum 95%) and 
punctual i ty and academic endeavour (Minimum C grade average 
across a l l other learning areas) . P lease note that a minimum B Grade 
in Engl ish is required for entry to ATAR Visual Arts in senior school . 

6.

Sam Majer (Year 8)

Diba Dastyar (Year 10)



Zelia Carter (Year 9)

I t  is  expected  that  students  selected  for  GATE  programs  are  engaged, 
enthusiast ic  and  able  students  and  wi l l  ef fort less ly  meet  these 
condit ions .  Furthermore,  i t  is  expected  that  students  make  Saturday 
workshops  a  pr ior i ty  over  a l l  other  act iv i t ies  including  sport ing  and  socia l 
events .  

In  the  instance  that  a  student  needs  support  to  meet  these  requirements , 
a  t iered  act ion  plan  is  in  place  to  help  them  achieve  set  targets .  This  
may include  targeted  support  on  Saturday  mornings  in  wr i t ten,  drawing  
or other  sk i l ls  as  determined  by  the  Coordinator  or  t ime  spent  
on complet ing  Visual  Arts  curr iculum  work .  T iered  act ion  plans  are  
detai led in  the  GATE  Visual  Arts  Student  Agreement  which  is  
suppl ied  upon enrolment  and  forms  an  important  part  of  the  enrolment  
process .  



Application Process
Selection into the Gifted & Talented Visual Art program at Applecross 
SHS is based on talent and aptitude. 

The select ion process is managed by the Gifted and Talented (GATE) 
Select ion Unit – an arm of the Department of Educat ion. 

Appl icants  can  apply  for  Year  7 ,  9  10  and  11  entry .  Al l  
appl icants part ic ipate  in  the  Academic  Select ive  Entrance  Test  
(ASET)  and  in apt i tude  test ing  workshops  and  interv iews  onsite  at  
Applecross  SHS. Workshops  test  both  wr i t ten  and  pract ical  sk i l ls .  
Test ing  for  Year  7 appl icants  is  conducted  external ly  by  the  Gifted  
and  Talented  select ion unit .  Successful  appl icants  are  offered  
interv iews  onsite  at  Applecross SHS.  Specif ic  requirements  for  the  
interv iew,  including  portfol io ,  are communicated  at  the  t ime  of  the  
interv iew  offer .  Once  the  interv iew process  is  f inal ised  offers  are  made  
only  by  the  GATE  select ion  unit .

Appl icat ions  are  open  from  ear ly  October  to  very  ear ly  February .  I t ’s  
best  to  register  your  interest  f rom  March  of  any  year  on  the  
Gifted  and Talented  website  to  receive  news  and  reminders  about  
appl icat ion deadl ines  and  test ing  dates  for  entry  2  years  in  advance.  

Giorgina Pitchin (Year 11)

The Testing and Interview Process

The  tests  are  designed  specif ical ly  for  Gif ted  and  Talented  
Secondary Select ive  Entrance  programs  and  work  to  ident i fy  those  
students  most suited  to  the  program.  They  are  designed  to  ident i fy  
potent ia l ,  rather than  acquired  knowledge.  The  interv iew  is  an  opportunity  
for  appl icants  to share  their  interest  in  and  passion  for  v isual  arts  
and  to  show  their ongoing  engagement  in  art ist ic  and  creat ive  
pract ice  through  their portfol io .  Applecross  SHS  seeks  appl icants  
who  are  committed  to nurtur ing  their  creat ive  potent ia l  through  the  
program and  have  a strong  commitment  to  engaging  in  the  program for  
the  durat ion  of  their  secondary  school ing.



Year 5 2024

Apply in  October
(appl icat ions can
st i l l  be made up
unt i l  Week 1 ,  Term
1 ,  2025 but th is  is
not advised .  You
may need t ime to
gather informat ion,
etc .  Late entr ies
are not accepted . )  

Year 6 2025

The test ing and
interv iew process
is  completed.
Based on the
results  of  test ing
offers  are made to
successful
appl icants around
mid-year .

Application Process Example

Year 7 2026

Successful
2024/2025
appl icants to the
Visual  Art  Gif ted
and Talented
programme
commence in the
programme in year
7 2026.  

Mia Bechar (Year 12)

How to apply

Please apply onl ine on the Department of Educat ion website . Make careful 
note of important dates . Late appl icat ions are not accepted.

Vis i t the Applecross Senior High School website . Select the ‘specialist 
programs ’ tab for more informat ion. 

https ://www.educat ion.wa.edu.au/gi f ted-and-talented



CONTACT
Department of Education

Central  of f ice and general  enquir ies
08 9264 4111

151  Royal  Street ,  East  Perth WA 6004 

www.educat ion.wa.edu.au 

Maisie Kidd (Year 9) 
Eureka

Winner of the 2024
Shaun Tan Award for

Young Artists

Applecross Senior High School

Recept ion
08  9314 9393

Links Road,  Ardross WA 6153 

http ://www.applecross .wa.edu.au/  



Giorgina Pitchin (Year 12)
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