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Parent Update Term 3 | Week 6
25th August 2023

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook,  Instagram or YouTube pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
YouTube  @applecrossshs5058
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

26th August
• Cheerleading 

Competition 2

26th - 27th August
• WA Public Secondary 

Schools' Contemporary 
Music Ensemble Fesitval

28th August - 1st September
• Year 12 Revision 

Workshops

28th August
• Year 10 After School 

English M1 & M2

29th August
• Year 10 English Support 

Workshops After School

30th August 
• Year 10 After School 

English W1 & W2

2nd September
• WA Public Secondary 

Schools' Choral Festival
• Year 12 Practical Mock 

Exam - Drama

2nd - 3rd September
• Year 12 Master Classes

4th - 8th September
• Year 12 Revision 

Workshops
• OLNA - Numeracy and 

Reading Years 10-12
• YOHFEST

4th - 5th September
• OLNA Writing Years 10 - 

12

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVAERMRTiiVQe3LcLgd-Gqw
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
A wide range of activities have happened in the last few weeks. Many of these are in this newsletter; however, I publicly 
acknowledge the work of the Applecross SHS staff in hosting these events.

House Athletics Carnival 
The annual House Athletics Carnival ran last week with an extremely high number of senior school students attending. It was 
great to see such a high level of engagement from all students attending the event. Congratulations to Challenger for taking 
home the House trophy. I would also like to acknowledge the top male and female athletes for each year group. Thank you to 
Ms Jana Gianotti, Head of Sports, Mr Jadon Gielingh, Health and Physical Education HoLA and the entire Health and Physical 
Education team for this highly successful event. This is an important part of our school allowing the school to come together 
for a special event, supporting student health and wellbeing. Visit our Facebook and Instagram pages to view the photos from 
the carnival.

Visit by Minister for Education
 Dr Tony Buti, the Minister for Education, will be visiting the school on Wednesday, 30th August, for a guided tour and a 
meeting with representatives of the Staff and Student Leadership groups, the School Board, and the P&C. This is an important 
opportunity for us to show the Minister around the school and outline some of the current issues and future challenges 
that the school will face. He will only be here for a little over an hour, most of which will involve meetings with our parent 
representatives. 
 
Final Weeks of Year 12 
As our Year 12 cohort is only weeks away from their final school mock exams in the lead up to WACE exams, I encourage 
students to follow a study planner and get a balance with exercise and sleep. Please see further important information in this 
update from Toni Jones Associate Principal of Senior School in relation to our Year 11 and 12 cohorts. 

Regards
Angie Thomas - 
Vice Principal    

Our House Athletics Champions

            

Return to beginning
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SchoolTV | Neurodiversity
by Ebony Morrison | Year 7 and 8 Program Coordinator

This month on SchoolTV - Neurodiversity 

Neurodiversity emphasises the natural variation in how an individual’s brain functions and 
how they perceive and interact with the world, leading to diverse ways of learning and 
communicating. While most young people are neurotypical, some exhibit variations in brain 
development, such as ADHD, autism or dyslexia, making them neurodivergent. 

Embracing neurodiversity involves accepting, celebrating, and supporting neurodivergent 
children and adolescents without attempting to change or treat their differences. Using 
respectful language, challenging unhelpful attitudes, avoiding assumptions, and actively 
promoting inclusivity can help embrace neurodiversity effectively.

Acknowledging the unique ways neurodiverse young people do things and then adapting tasks and activities to ensure their 
full participation will encourage them to develop strategies that feel natural to them. It will help improve their mental health, 
wellbeing and sense of self. By recognising and nurturing their strengths, parents and caregivers can contribute to building 
an inclusive and compassionate society where all young people can thrive.

Learning more about neurodiversity, equips caregivers with insights into effective communication techniques, educational 
strategies, and parenting approaches tailored to the specific needs of their neurodivergent child. We hope you take time to 
reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek help 
from a medical professional.

Here is the link to this month's edition https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/neurodiversity

Return to beginning

House Athletics Carnival Results
by Jana Gianotti Head of Sport

A big round of applause to all our amazing athletes who took part in the House Athletics 
Carnival last Wednesday. Their energy, enthusiasm, and sportsmanship made the event truly 
spectacular. 

Congratulations to Challenger on being the winning House for 2023.

Individual champions and runner up athletes are being announced in sub-school assemblies 
this week. The full list of winners and runner up athletes will be published to social media 
pages at the completion of the week. 

Place House Points

1st Challenger 2053

2nd Success 1280

3rd Investigator 1101

4th Amity 1002
            

Return to beginning

Financial Matters    
by Finance Department

We are now at the half way mark of Term 3.  Thank you to all parents and caregivers that have paid the School Fees for 2023.   
There are still many families that have not made full payments of compulsory charges for this school year.

 If you have not made payment, your prompt attention is requested in finalising your account for 2023.  Please contact the 
Finance Department at your earliest convenience if you wish to discuss payment of your children’s school fees. Please be 
reminder that debt collectors are used for all outstanding school charges.

            
Return to beginning
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Year 12 Personalised WACE Exam 
Timetables
by Toni Jones | Associate Principal

On September 5, students will be able to download a Personalised 
Exam Timetable for the Year 12 ATAR exams. This will show students 
when all their individual exams are scheduled and the venues and 
times. Most exams are at Applecross SHS, but not all of them. 
Students need to bring this document to each exam. I would 
encourage this timetable to be printed off and several copies to 
be placed in various places in your home as well as in parents' 
calendars. 

Unfortunately, on rare occasions, students misread the timetable 
and fail to attend an exam. There is no opportunity to re-sit the 
exam if it is missed. It is a very stressful time for all people involved, 
particularly the students, so your help in ensuring they are ready for 
the exams will greatly benefit your child.

Year 12 Final Weeks Schedule
Our Year 12 students are rapidly approaching the end of their 
secondary schooling at Applecross SHS. Please take the time to 
read the schedule of events and KEY Dates for your child below. 
Attendance at school for ATAR students is not optional and they are 
all expected to be present for all scheduled classes. This is critical 
to them maintaining momentum leading up to their WACE exams. 

The most successful students maintain a rigorous schedule/ 
timetable once their formal classes have ended. The time to ‘rest’ 
and take their foot off the accelerator is after their final WACE exam 
in November. Year 12 General and VET students are NOT required 
to attend classes in Term 4, however, this is only if they have 
completed all tasks to ensure they achieve their WACE. Students 
are invited and highly encouraged to attend the final whole school 
Year 12 Awards assembly on Wednesday 18 October during Period 
1. Parents are also invited to attend this event. More information will 
be emailed to you on the details. 
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Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

10

18

Year 12 VET and 

General Students 

Final Formal Day

19

Year 12 ATAR Study 

Day - No School

20

Year 12 ATAR Mock 

Exams Commence

21 22

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Holidays
25

Year 12 WACE 

Practical Exams

26 27 28 29

Holidays

2

Year 12 ATAR 

Mock Exams Re-

Commence

3 4 5 6

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1

9

Staff Development 

Day - No Students

10

All Year 7 - 11 

Students Return

No Year 12 

Students

11

Year 12 ATAR 

Students Return

Year 12 Exam 

Review and WACE 

Preparation

12 13

2

16

Year 12 Exam 

Review and WACE 

Preparation

17

Optional Year 12 

Scheduled course 

workshops at 

school

Interschool 

Athletics Carnival 

all eligible 

students 7 - 12

18

Whole School 

Assembly Year 12 

Awards P1

Year 12 Students 

Final Day

Year 12 Dinner 

Dance 

19

Normal schooling 

all years

No Year 12 

Students

20



UniReady 2023 Option for Year 11 Students
by Toni Jones | Associate Principal 

During week 9 (Monday 11 September) we will be holding an information session during SMART period for all Year 11 students 
regarding the Curtin Unready course for Year 12 students. UniReady is the alternative entry course for entry into Curtin University 
at the end of Year 12. 

This is a program that students do as part of their Year 12 program, which allows students who are borderline or below the 
required 70 ATAR entry score for university entrance to enter Curtin and potentially Murdoch and Edith Cowan without studying a 
minimum of 4 ATAR courses in Year 12. The course is designed to give students the skills required for university success without 
the pressure and high workload associated with doing a full ATAR load. This is still a demanding course and should not be seen as 
an easy way to get into university. It is an alternative way of getting there that does not have the same work load and stress as the 
ATAR option. 

It does not get you into all courses as it will give the student the equivalent of a 70 ATAR. There are, however, a wide range of 
courses, available to students following the successful completion of these courses will allow them entry into university. Students 
will complete four courses in Year 12, one which must be English, and the other two courses will be UniReady. This is an excellent 
option for students who are not quite at the required level to do well in ATAR courses but do have the desire and potential to enter 
university. 

In fact, many of our current Year 12 UniReady students have already received their offers to their preferred courses at Curtin for 
2024.
Students were given some information and they have also had the PPT sent home via CONNECT to look through with their parents. 
The Parent Information evening is scheduled for Wednesday 13 September for all parents of interested students. A formal booking 
invitation will be sent to you via SEQTA next week. During the presentation we will be providing you with the application criteria 
for students required to qualify for the UniReady program.

Year 11 Students: Applications for course changes and dropping courses for Year 12

Students studying 4 or more ATAR courses MAY be eligible to drop a subject for Year 12. All students wishing to ‘drop’ a course, 
must complete an application form (available from me personally) and have a discussion on the best option for them and what will 
enable them to achieve their academic success. This process will begin in Term 4 and students will be notified when this will be 
possible. For some students, they may need to wait until they have completed their exams to determine their most appropriate 
course of action.

             Return to beginning



Year 7 and 8 Fundraiser
by Ebony Morrison Year 7 and 8 Program Coordinator

It is time for the annual fundraiser for the Year 7s and 8s! This year our Student Leaders 
selected Foodbank WA to be the organisation we are fundraising for given their support 
of the Breakfast Club at our school and other schools across WA as well as all the families 
struggling at the moment with rising costs to access enough safe and nutritious food in 
WA.

Please also share the link to this CrowdRaiser page to your friends and family. The more 
people who can help the better!

The three options you have for this Fundraiser are:
• Colourful Lap-a-thon - this is the same as the Colour Run last year when we ran laps of 

the oval happening on Thursday 14th September Period 5!
• Read-a-thon - you can collect a booklet to log your pages of reading from Student 

Services on Monday August 14th until the day of the Colour Run.
• Craft-a-thon - this can be a piece of work that you are creating eg. art, story/written, 

knitting/crafting, etc from now until the Colour Run (Miss E will be approving these 
activities if they are not on the original list)

Prizes will be awarded for students who fundraise the largest amount. You can be in the 
running for these prizes by creating your own sub CrowdRaiser to our main page. Please 
click on the 'create CrowdRaiser' button on the page should you wish to be in the running 
for one of these prizes.

There will be other prizes on the day for students who dress the most creative/colourful, have read the most or created 
amazing pieces of work.
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Bunnings Melville Sausage Sizzle | Specialist Tennis Program  
by Applecross Senior High School Specialist Tennis Team

Date:   Saturday, 9th September
Time:   9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Location:  Bunnings, 126 North Lake Road, Melville

Calling all Volunteers and Tennis Enthusiasts and students of Specialist Tennis Program!

We're firing up the grills for a sizzling event at Bunnings Melville.  If you're looking for a delicious bite 
and a great time, mark your calendars for Saturday, September 9th.

Your energy and enthusiasm can make a huge difference!  All students enrolled in the Applecross 
SHS Specialist Tennis Program are warmly welcomed to join our team of volunteers. It's a fantastic 
opportunity to have fun, connect, and contribute to a great cause.

Let's make this day sizzle with good vibes, amazing food, and tennis spirit! See you there!!  

            Return to beginning

https://www.givenow.com.au/applecross2023


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to my last edition of Eyes on VET.

I’ve now returned from 5 weeks in very hot weather in Italy and Croatia and have slowly adjusted to the extreme 
cold here! I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Ms Kerriann Henderson and Cathy Coleman for all their efforts in 
holding the fort while I was on leave. They did a fantastic job!

While I was away, students in the Year 10 Work Readiness program enjoyed selecting and applying for a variety of 
TAFE courses for 2024, as part of their VET Connect program. Students are investigating external courses at private 
RTOs and there is so much choice! It has been fantastic to see the range of interests that students have and satisfying 
to assist them to find courses that match their interests and journey towards future career pathways.

Many of our Year 11 students are wrapping up their external course this term and will be looking to pick up an extra 
day of Workplace Learning. They can either work an extra day with their current employer or take the opportunity to 
find another placement.

Year 12 VET students are working towards completion of their Certificates both at school and externally, and are 
completing the final parts of their Workplace Learning requirements. It’s hard to believe that Year 12 students will be 
finishing their schooling in just over 4 weeks!

It’s a very busy time in the VET space!
     

Spotlight on Certificate Courses at the Australian Medical Association 
(AMA) College

The Australian Medical Association (AMA) has been supporting better healthcare, 
education and training for 125 years. Students at AMA College benefit from the wealthy 

industry networks created in the form of professional experience placements, as well as potential employment 
opportunities. Please see below their 2024 course offerings:

In-school pathways (for Year 11 and 12 students) 
Post-school pathways (for students completing Year 12) 

Year 11
· Certificate II in Community Health and Wellbeing (Term 3/Term 4, 2023 or 2024 commencement)
· Certificate II in Medical First Response (2024 commencement)

Year 12
· Certificate III in Allied Health Assistant (Term 4, 2023 or 2024 commencement)
· Certificate III in Health Administration (2024 commencement)
· Certificate IV in Nursing Preparation Studies

Students can express their interest via this link: https://forms.office.com/r/tL0UutZhug

Continue on Next Page

https://forms.office.com/r/tL0UutZhug 


eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

…to Cara Esslemont (Year 11 P2C) who was successful in gaining a full-time 
traineeship in childcare at her work placement, Booragoon Occasional Care

…to Gabriel De Lima (Year 11 VET Connect) on being accepted at South Metro 
TAFE full-time to complete a Certificate II in Plumbing Pre-Apprenticeship

…to Angus Stevenson (Year 11 ATAR) who completed a Certificate II in Retail Services through his school-based 
traineeship at Salsa

…to Rusty Wisewould (Year 11 ATAR) who completed a Certificate III in Retail through his school-based traineeship at 
McDonald’s

…to Yasmeen Neoh (Year 12 General) who completed a Certificate III in Retail through her school-based traineeship at 
McDonald’s

…to Gabriel Halden (former 2023 VET Connect student) on being accepted into the Navy as a Marine Technician. 
Gabriel will start his 9 week training course in Cerberus (Victoria) this month. We can’t wait to see Gabriel in his Navy 
uniform when he visits us again. We wish him all the best.

Well done to all these students on their achievements!

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington - VET Manager   

Cassie Barrett at 
Applecross Pre-Kindy and Kindy

Summer Greenway at 
Hockey WA

Kai McCleod at 
The Adnate Hotel

Tayha Cole at 
Learn Play Grow

Return to beginning



P&C Treasurer Needed
The AXSHS P&C Assoc Inc is seeking a suitably 
qualified Treasurer to join the new, dynamic 
Executive Team for 2023.  Ideally, it would be a 
Chartered Accountant or CPA who can volunteer a 
couple of hours each month.
  
A thorough handover will be provided.

Our current Treasurer is unable to continue 
beyond the next meeting so we need someone 
who can support the P&C with the following:

• payment of fortnightly wages for Canteen 
Staff

• payment of EOM supplier payments 
(monthly)

• meet with the Canteen Manager when 
required

• review monthly P&L provided by the 
Bookkeeper

• attend one general P&C meeting per 
term and provide an update on the P&C 
finances (Bookkeeper generates the 
required reports)

• attend Executive Committee meetings 
when required

• work with the paid Bookkeeper to ensure 
all payments are made and to ensure 
compliance for employment of staff

• provide information/access to MYOB for 
the Auditor at the completion of 2023 

The current Treasurer has already:
 h set up the 2023 Budget
 h completed ACNC and AssociationsOnline 

compliance for 2023
 h appointed the Auditor for 2023

To put forward an Expression of Interest or gain 
additional information, please contact the P&C 
President, Kerri Gur, or the Secretary, Narelle 
Pearce, at axshspc@gmail.com.

Return to beginning

P&C Liaison Officer Needed
The AXSHS P&C Assoc. Inc seeks an enthusiastic person to promote the P&C and its activities to the wider 
school community. This role would suit an organised and enthusiastic person who has a public relations flair.
 
This is a new role we have created within the P&C, and we are looking for someone to act as a liaison between 
the P&C committee and the school community.

Your main role will be to assist with marketing events and activities undertaken by the P&C.  The P&C has 
a number of activities each term and requires a dedicated person to market these events via the school 
newsletter and the school’s Facebook page.
 
If you are interested in this fun new role within the P&C, please contact the P&C President, Kerri Gur, or the 
Secretary, Narelle Pearce, at axshspc@gmail.com.

Return to beginning

P&C Canteen Volunteers

Canteen Volunteers Needed

We hope you are enjoying the start of Term 3! As you 
know, Term 3 is traditionally a busy time for our canteen, 
as students are hungrier than ever after a long summer 
break. However, this year we are facing a particular 
challenge in finding enough volunteers to staff the 
canteen.

Our regular volunteers are often away on holidays or 
have other commitments during Term 3. This year, we 
also face the added challenge of staff shortages due to 
illness and unexpected absences.

As a result, we are currently relying on our teaching 
staff and even our canteen staff on their days off to fill 
in the gaps. This puts a lot of pressure on our team and 
makes it challenging to provide our students with the 
quality service they deserve.

That's why we are asking for your help. Please consider 
volunteering at our canteen if you have a few hours 
to spare each week. We need 3-4 people daily to help 
serve food, clean up, and take payments. Your help 
would be greatly appreciated.

We know many of you are busy, but we hope you will 
consider this request. Even a few hours of your time can 
make a big difference.

If you are able to volunteer, don't hesitate to contact the 
canteen manager at cre.millar@education.wa.edu.au or call 
0449 808 008.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

P.S. Don't forget to mention this to your friends and 
family. Every little bit helps!
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Community Notices
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