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Parent Update Term 2 /Week 9
 23rd June 2022

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

23nd June - 1st July
• Year 10 Subject 

Counselling

27th June - 1st July
• NAIDOC Week

29th June - 1st July
• Year 10 and 11 Visual Arts 

Bush Camp

1st July
• • Year 7-9 Reports emailed to Year 7-9 Reports emailed to 

parentsparents
• • Last Day of Term 2Last Day of Term 2

18th July18th July
• • School Development Day - School Development Day - 

Students do not attendStudents do not attend

19th July19th July
• • Term 3 commences for Term 3 commences for 

studentsstudents

20th July
• Music Support Group 

Meeting 7:30pm in Music 
Room

26th July
• Year 10 Academic Awards 

Assembly

26th - 27th July
• Year 10 Immunisation

27th July
• Year 9 Academic Awards 

Assembly

26th July
• Tennis Testing #2 Year 5/6 

4pm
• Year 9/10 Bounce
• Year 11 River Cruise

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians

As we approach the final week of term, it is worth reflecting on what has been a very challenging period for most people in 
WA. The peak phase of the COVID-19 outbreak impacted many families in the school community and resulted in high levels of 
student and staff absenteeism. Term 2 saw many measures in place to limit the spread of the virus, which enabled us to 'flatten 
the curve' and limit our rate of absenteeism to around 20% at the peak. Restrictions on parent access to the school resulted 
in our Parent-Teacher Interviews being conducted online via Webex. I know that this seemed to work remarkably well for most 
but it did not suit everyone.  Its only been in the past few weeks that we have been able to resume many of our normal school 
activities.

I believe we have done well as a school in facing the challenges in Term 2 to maintain our teaching and learning program 
and that important sense of calmness and stability for our students. We hope things will gradually return to more normal 
settings during Term 3, even though some COVID-19 related restrictions may still be in place. I wish all members of the school 
community well and hope you get an opportunity for some quality family time together over the coming school holidays.

Biennial Surveys
The link to this survey was included in the last Parent Update. I encourage all parents to try to 
complete it, as parent opinions will help guide the school community to provide the highest 
quality educational opportunities for the students of Applecross SHS. 

The survey is short and can be completed in less than five minutes. Thank you for your 
participation and support. The link to the Parent School Survey is https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.
au/s/93uQvxKL. 

The survey period has been extended and now closes at 9 am on Wednesday 29th of June.

Semester One Reports
Parents of Year 10-12 students should now have received a Semester One Report, with reports for Year 7-9 students due to be 
emailed on Friday the 1st of July.

These reports are an opportunity for parents to discuss with their children how they are going (positives, challenges and where 
improvement is required). It is important that each student takes the opportunity to reflect on their progress and achievement, 
and parents play an important role in this process. Parents can request additional teacher feedback via email, phone, or an
in-person meeting. Teachers' email addresses are listed on the school website. 

Parking Around School
As student numbers continue to increase, parking in and around the school is now at a premium. A senior ranger for the City 
of Melville has informed us that they have had several complaints from residents about the parking around the school during 
afternoon pick-up times. Rangers will be monitoring this over the next few weeks, and it is important that parents and other 
visitors adhere to the parking signs on surrounding roads.

Term 3 Day 1 for Students
A reminder that the first day of Term 3 (Monday the 18th of July) is a designated School Development Day for 2022, meaning 
that students recommence school in Term 3 on Tuesday the 19th of July. 
  

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal      Return to beginning

Finance Reminders 
by Finance Department

We are now halfway through the school year already!  Thank you to all parents and caregivers that have paid the School Fees 
for 2022.  We have just completed another email out of Reminder of Unpaid Billing Items statements.  Many families still have 
not made any payments for this school year.  If you have not made payment, your prompt attention is requested in finalising 
your account for 2022.  Please contact the Finance Department at your earliest convenience if you wish to discuss payment 
of your children’s school fees or to negotiate a payment plan.

Return to beginning
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SPECIAL REPORT: Celebrating NAIDOC Week
by SchoolTV

NAIDOC week celebrates the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. It is celebrated by all Australians and is a 
great opportunity to recognise and learn more about the history and culture of 
indigenous communities. 

NAIDOC stands for National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance 
Committee. Its origins can be traced back to the Aboriginal rights movement, 
when on Australia Day 1938, protestors marched through the streets of Sydney 
to highlight the status and treatment of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Australians. Today, it is a week-long celebration held in July that consists of a 
range of traditional and contemporary activities.

NAIDOC Week is an important event that helps build positive relationships between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people. 
It enables a deeper understanding of our differences and similarities. NAIDOC week is an opportunity for all Australians to 
eliminate bias and discrimination by reflecting and reconciling the wrongs of the past to facilitate hope and build a fairer 
future. Families are encouraged to join in and support young people in learning the significance of NAIDOC Week.

This Special Report offers suggestions on how families can celebrate NAIDOC Week together. We hope you take a moment 
to reflect on the information offered, and as always, we welcome your feedback. If this raises any concerns for you, a loved 
one, or the wellbeing of your child, please seek medical or professional help.

Here is the link to your special report https://applecross.wa.edu.au/student-services/schooltv/

 Return to beginning

School Board Meeting Snapshot  
by Susan Edgar - Community Representative (s.edgar@ecu.edu.au)

We recently held our second Board meeting for Term 2. Discussions covered 
several issues, including the increasing student numbers, with Paul Leech 
reporting an increase in new students enrolling since the WA borders re-opened. 
A transportable was delivered the day prior, and additional classes have been 
planned for Semester Two. The Board discussed the implications of further 
increases in student numbers and the importance of flagging this early with 
our local representative, Kim Giddens, and potentially the Minister, to ensure 
appropriate planning. Board members will be assisting Paul in taking concerns 
to these forums.

The Board heard from the School Psychologist, Yvette Tormey, on her role and the challenges of case management over 
the last few years. Yvette described her position as empowering students to manage their wellbeing and working alongside 
staff to address complex issues. She described a change in issues seen in students since the onset of COVID-19, including 
increased anxiety and mood issues and, for some students, significant grief, where they may have experienced loss due to 
COVID-19. A large part of Yvette’s role is working closely with external providers and the Student Services team to support 
students. The Board thanked Yvette for her dedication and support, particularly given the challenges of the last 2-3 years. 

Paul Currie presented the new plans for the STEM lab, with Applecross being awarded $1.6m by the State Government in 
2021 to develop this centre. The STEM lab will be located within an existing building, currently an Outdoor Ed Store and 
Garage near the pool, with a new shed built on the edge of the oval to house sporting equipment. The School is seeking 
links to industry and further advice and recommendations to ensure the design aligns with best STEM practices. 
    
     Return to beginning

New Staff for Term 3 
by Glenys Campbell - Associate Principal

There are very few staffing changes for Term 3. We would like to welcome the three teachers listed below:

2. Janice Graham will be teaching in Health and Physical Education for Term 3 to cover staff leave.
3. Shazwan Miller will be joining the staff to assist with new classes in Year 10 Maths and Science and Year 7 HASS 

and Maths. Growth in student numbers since the start of this year means that some classes have been at, or above, 
capacity. The new classes will involve multiple class changes for students throughout Year 7 English, Maths, Science 
and HASS and for Year 10s in Maths and Science. While the changes may be disruptive in the very short term, they will 
allow for more appropriate class sizes. 

4. Amy Ralph joined the English staff in Week 9 this term and will continue with her classes in Semester 2. 
 Return to beginning
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Reading your child’s report, what is important?     
by Paul Currie - Associate Principal Years 7-8

As Semester 1 comes to an end, and we send mid-year reports home, it is worth considering 
a few facts before you open the email. Reports can be a source of anxiety for students, and 
they wonder if you are going to be proud or disappointed with them. It is worth noting that 
your reaction to their school report can affect how they see themselves both as learners 
and people. 

From my own experiences, I think it is worth placing yourself in the right mind frame prior to 
reading the report. When you do open it, consider these ideas:

Look for things they did well. Focus on strengths first, even if they are not in the traditional 
3Rs or core subjects.

Acknowledge your child's effort and attitude to learning. When the report says that their 
effort is below standard, this is something you can help them with. If your child is putting in 
their personal best (one of our school values), then you cannot ask any more of them, regardless of the grading.

Broaden your focus away from just academic performance: this allows you to form a picture of your child's progress in a 
social setting. Consider how well your child gets along with their peers; is this influencing their happiness and well-being? 
Remember that employers highly value the skills of independence and cooperation, so don't dismiss these "soft skills" as 
unimportant.

Balance the results against their attendance rate. Particularly during these trying times, it is important to recognise that 
some children have been absent and away from school for parts of this year. Typically Applecross students' attendance 
rates are 93%, and WA public schools are at 84.4%.

Discuss the report with your child in the correct order, talking about strengths first, before looking at areas that need 
improvement. Ask for their opinion and then listen carefully to their concerns.

Ask your child for a self-assessment: this generation of adolescents is generally very open and honest. I am confident they 
will give you a realistic assessment of their progress, so do take note of their opinions.

Work with the willing, celebrate positive aspects of your child's efforts and recognise progress with a special activity or 
treat. Remind them that the holidays are just around the corner when they can forget about assessment, tests and reports 
for a while.

Finally, praise hard work, not the results: I have always favoured the phrase "great result you must have worked hard" over 
"great result you must be very clever." Even clever kids get poor results occasionally. It is better to associate success with 
hard work and then say that poorer results could be due to a poorer preparation or minimal effort, lest they start to believe 
the opposite is true! 

Return to beginning

Year 10 Parent Presentation – Study Hacks Thursday 21 July  
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 9-10

As mentioned at previous Parent Information Evenings, Dr Jane Genovese from 'Learning Fundamentals' 
will be presenting a session to all parents of current Year 10 students on effective 'Study Hacks'. She will 
subsequently be presenting to all Year 10 students in Week 2 of Term 3. 

There will be two sessions for parents to choose from. The first will be from 5.30pm-6.30pm and the 
second will be from 6.40pm-7.40pm. The sessions will be held in the PAC. Jane’s presentations are 
highly engaging. She will provide you with useful information backed by scientific evidence on how you 
can support your child to be more efficient and effective with their study. 

This presentation is for parents only. Students should not attend. They will have their own initial 
presentation and then a series of subsequent sessions both in and out of school time throughout Terms 
3 and 4. We are running two sessions on the night to allow as many parents to attend as possible. We 
know that parents being informed on how they can support their children will produce better results. 
We strongly encourage parents to attend regardless of what courses their child has chosen for Year 11.

Please book your seat to this presentation as numbers are limited. We would love to have every student in Year 10 
represented by at least one parent/guardian on Thursday, 21 July.

Return to beginning
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Year 11 Class Changes   
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

The majority of class changes in Year 11 have now been finalised. Students cannot change from one ATAR course to another 
at this stage. Students can also not start any certificates now as it is too late to do this. However, students can still change 
from ATAR to General courses at the very start of next term, but this must be done within the first few days of Term 3 to 
allow enough time to complete the required work. Students have been advised that a minimum number of C grades or 
better is needed to progress into Year 12 in 2023. 

Some students who insist on staying in ATAR courses when they are not passing need to understand that failing to meet 
this requirement is a potential outcome of this decision. Students have been notified if they are at risk, and parents will be 
contacted over the holidays if they have not already been made aware.
 
     Return to beginning

Year 12 WACE Exams 
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

The Year 12 WACE Exam timetable is now available on the School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority website. Alternatively, enter WACE Exam Timetables 
2022 into whatever search engine you use, and the timetable site will show 
up immediately. These exams are now set and cannot be changed under any 
circumstances. 

Sometimes students will have two exams on one day. This is just the way it is and 
why we have a similar timetable during Years 11 and 12 so that students have experience in this. The school cannot change 
exam times, and the School Curriculum and Standards Authority won’t enter into a debate on changing this timetable either. 

Later in the year, students will be provided with a Personalised Exam Timetable which they will need to bring to each of their 
WACE Exams. More information on this will be provided as we get closer to the exam dates. 

Please remember that students must sit all exams if they are enrolled in an ATAR course. It doesn’t matter if they have only 
one ATAR course. You MUST sit the WACE exam. Failure to do this puts a student’s WACE achievement at serious risk.

Return to beginning

Year 12 Dropping Courses  
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

No further class changes are possible in Year 12; however, eligible students may still drop courses. 
(please see either me or Jenny Casserly to determine eligibility). The final date to do this is early 
Term 3.
 
Students must withdraw from courses with practical components by Thursday, July 21 and without 
practical components the date is Monday, August 8. This is a School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority date and cannot be extended. I wish all Year 11 and 12 students all the best for their 
holidays and look forward to them returning for what is always a very busy Term 3. 

      Return to beginning

Maintenance – Tree Removal and Replacement 
by Rebecca McInnes - Manager Corporate Services

A tree on the school grounds is currently causing issues with its root system lifting a concrete 
walkway.  The tree needs to be removed and it will be replaced with a more suitable tree, one with 
a less evasive root system.  

 Return to beginning



Achieving High Levels in Sport   
by Jana Gianotti - Head of Sport

It is important to recognise students who are achieving a high level in a sport.  If your child is currently 
(or in the future) successfully making a state or national level of a sport.  Can you please email Jana 
Gianotti at jana.gianotti@education.wa.edu.au with details so she can recognise your child in the 
school and on the Applecross Senior High School social media pages.  If possible, please include a 
short blurb about the sport/level achieved and a photo that we can repost.

 Return to beginning

SchoolTV: Digital Reputation
by SchoolTV

Overview of this edition
Social media has become such an integral part of a teenager’s life that it can cause anxiety 
and lower self-esteem. Modern teens are learning to do most of their communication whilst 
looking at a screen instead of another person. They are missing out on very critical social 
skills.

And depending on what they are communicating online it can affect their digital reputation. 
Friendships, relationships and even future job prospects are all at risk. As a parent, It is very 
important that you are aware of what picture they are painting of themselves online.

Once information makes its way online, it can be difficult to remove. Images and words can be misinterpreted and altered as 
they are easily and quickly shared. Privacy settings on social media sites need to be managed in order to protect your child’s 
digital reputation.

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/student-services/schooltv/
Return to beginning

 

Lost Property   
by Student Services

There is a substancial amount of lost property outside Student Services.

If you recognise any of the items in the photo, or your child has misplaced some 
items, please advise them to check the lost property before the end of the term. 

 Return to beginning

Call to the Minister
by Ebony Morrison - Program Coordinator Years 7-8

On Friday 27th May the Minister for Education and Training, Sue Ellery MLC,  opened 
up her phone line to the students of Western Australia. Isla Capolicchio (Year 9) and 
Eli Bellegarde (Year 7) spoke on behalf of the Applecross SHS students. They shared 
their ideas about how student wellbeing should be the main priority of the education 
system. They suggested putting more resources into Student Services so students 
can access people to talk with as being a teenager provided many stressors. They 
suggested the Department of Education incorporate more awareness days across 
the school year and mandatory training for students on mental health and coping 
skills.      

Return to beginning
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 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!

It is now official!... The successful Year 10 students who applied for the VET Connect program are now VET Connect 
students and they were presented with a Certificate of Achievement on their successful acceptance into the Program 
at the recent assembly. Opportunities for external courses and School Based Traineeships are coming through regularly 
and these will all be advertised in Connect and during the Work Readiness classes. It really is an exciting time for the 
students.  

Our Year 11 and 12 students have been updating their Resumes in their Career and Enterprise classes, and I was 
delighted to hear from one of the teachers that under the heading of "Achievements", many students identified gaining 
a place in the VET Connect program at school as their best achievement to date. I am confident that our new VET 
Connect students will feel the same.

I would like to acknowledge the fantastic efforts of our Year 12 Hospitality students who 
have been running the Red Apple Café all term. Staff and Year 12 students have been so 
lucky to be served lovely hot drinks and sweet or savoury treats.

It has been an extremely busy term with VET Connect applications and course counselling 
for the Year 10s, in addition to the Year 11 and 12 students working hard to make sure they 
completed their work on time to achieve the best results for their Semester 1 reports.

I wish all the VET students a relaxing break over the holidays.

Spotlight on External Courses 

A large variety of VET courses are available to students at South Metro and North Metro TAFEs, 
as well as private Training Organisations. All course information will be posted on Connect, with 
specific information related to courses placed in the Connect library. The TAFEs have an online 
application process which will be opening soon, and the application link will also be posted in 
Connect when ready.

Students not in VET Connect are able to apply for a course which runs externally on one day per week through the P2C, 
provided that they meet the requirements to be given approval to miss school one day each week. 

ATAR students will not be able to undertake an external course. However, a student with one ATAR course can apply 
for the P2C to enrol in an external course if their ATAR course is not timetabled on the external training day.

Continue on next Page
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 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

…to our Year 10 students who were successful in gaining a place in the 2023 
VET Connect Program

…Ropa Nyandoro (Year 12) who is one of the top 8 finalists in the state to 
compete in the Taste of the Future competition this week, where she could win a Chef apprenticeship with HGT. 
Ropa was also offered a full-time apprenticeship at the Crown, after proving herself to be a hard worker during her 
work experience placement there in Year 11

…Joory Abulhagag (Year 11) and Kathryn Raffelt (Year 12) who were both successful in gaining three days of work 
experience with the ADF in Navy Familiarisation at HMAS Stirling

…Edie Gabrielson (Year 12 VET Connect), who completed her Certificate III in Sport and Recreation through her 
School Based Traineeship at Belmont Oasis

Well done to all these students on their achievements!

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington - VET Manager   

Adam Davey at 
Prima Electrical Services

Emma Hargrave at 
Furlissimo Dog Grooming

Sebastian Lamerand at 
Melville Parkside 
Care Community

Vivian Tran at 
The Coffee Club

PRIMA 
ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES

Canteen News  
by Cre Millar and the AXSHS Canteen Staff

On behalf of my staff and the AXSHS school community I would just like to say a HUGE THANK YOU 
to everyone who has helped out, in any capacity, in the canteen this term. I have heard so many 
comments of "sorry I haven’t helped out more", and honestly, we could not have done this term 
without every single contribution! We appreciate what time everyone gives — it doesn’t matter how 
many times you have volunterred. We have had an extraordinary term with record sales, and our 
students, staff and parents all thank you.

Stay safe,  have a lovely break, and we’ll see you all in Term 3!      Return to beginning



Do You Know What They're Vaping 
by Pauline Chambers - Community Health Nurse

Applecross SHS, like many other schools, has seen a recent increase in young people vaping.

Electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes, often called ‘vapes’, are electronic devices designed to deliver vapourised liquids into 
the lungs. There are many different styles of vapes and types of e-liquids, or e-juices, available. Vapes come in many shapes 
and sizes and can be made to look like everyday items including highlighters, pens or USB memory sticks.

The biggest misunderstanding about vapes is that they are harmless compared to cigarettes. This is not true. Vapes are not 
safe.

Vaping facts
• Many vapes contain nicotine making them very addictive.
• The nicotine in 1 vape can equal 50 cigarettes.
• Vapes can contain the same harmful chemicals found in cleaning products, nail polish remover, weed killer and bug 

spray. They just don’t put it on the pack.
• Vapes can leave young people at increased risk of depression and anxiety.
• Young people who vape are 3 times as likely to take up smoking cigarettes.
• Vape aerosol is not water vapour.
• Vaping has been linked to serious lung disease.
• Vapes that contain nicotine can cause long-lasting negative effects on young people’s brain development.

Signs your child might be vaping
Tell-tale signs that your child might have started vaping include the symptoms of nicotine addiction such as feeling irritable 
or anxious.

The laws around selling vapes
It is reported that young people often purchase vapes online, from retail stores or from friends and contacts in the 
community. However, it is illegal in WA to sell e-cigarette devices and nicotine vaping products to anyone regardless of age, 
unless they are prescribed by a doctor for smoking cessation purposes and obtained with a prescription from a pharmacy.

In WA e-cigarette devices and their components, whether they contain nicotine or not, cannot be sold by tobacco or general 
retailers. If you suspect someone is selling vapes or e-cigarettes and their components, you can report it to the Department 
of Health by emailing TobaccoPolicy@health.wa.gov.au.

Talk to your child about vaping
Whether you suspect your child is vaping or not, take the time to talk to them about vaping and help them understand the 
risks. Try to start the conversation in a relaxed easy-going way, be patient, and remember your goal is to have a conversation, 
not deliver a lecture. Importantly, have your facts ready.

For more information
Get the evidence and facts at www.education.wa.edu.au/drug-education. 
     Return to beginning

Return to beginning

mailto:TobaccoPolicy%40health.wa.gov.au?subject=
http://www.education.wa.edu.au/drug-education
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/how-to-apply/


FAQ 

Vaping

Continue on Next Page

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS FOR 
SCHOOLS ABOUT VAPING
WHAT ARE ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES 
(E-CIGARETTES, VAPES)?
Electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes (vapes) are 
battery operated devices that heat a liquid (e-liquid) 
to produce a vapour to inhale. Using an e-cigarette is 
often called ‘vaping’. Vapes include both disposable 
e-cigarettes, such as ‘Cuvies’ and ‘Stigs’, and pod 
devices, such as JUUL.

ARE E-CIGARETTES 
SAFE TO HANDLE?
Research has found that some e-liquids sold as 
“nicotine-free” contain nicotine. Nicotine is a highly 
addictive and poisonous drug.

E-liquids also pose a poisoning risk. 

Reports of combustion events and burns have 
been reported to Worksafe WA. You can read more 
about this in the Safety bulletin - 01/2021 - Hazards 
associated with the use of e-cigarette devices.

HOW DO I DISPOSE OF AN 
E-CIGARETTE OR VAPING 
DEVICE/COMPONENT?
If you find e-cigarette devices on your school site:

• • Use caution when handling the devices as they can 
combust or cause burns.

• • Store them in a dry place away from sunlight, heat 
(less than 35o Celsius) and humidity. Access more 
information about battery storage from Planet Ark. 

• • Dispose of devices through a waste removal 
service that is capable of disposing lithium 
batteries and liquid nicotine (a poison). Do not 
place them in general waste. 

Note:

• • If your school has a current contract for waste 
removal services (for example, general rubbish 
bins, and battery collection), check with the 
contractor if they can provide a suitable solution 
for the removal of e-cigarettes. 

• • You may need to vary the existing contract to 
include this within its scope. For more information, 
refer to Buy goods and services under $50,000. 

If your current contractor does not have capability, or 
you do not have a contract for waste removal, you can 
engage directly with a supplier or contact 2 or 3 local 
suppliers and ask for quotes. For more information, 
refer to Follow rules for buying goods and services.

WHAT ARE THE RELATED 
DEPARTMENT POLICIES TO 
ASSIST SCHOOLS TO MANAGE 
INCIDENTS INVOLVING THE 
USE OF E-CIGARETTES AND/
OR VAPING DEVICES?
Department of Education policies:

• • Appendix A Department Standards for Maintaining 
a Smoke-Free Workplace in the WHS Procedures

• • Student Behaviour in Public Schools Policy
• • Student Behaviour in Public Schools Procedures
• • School guidelines and reporting procedures;
• • School incident management and intervention 

support policies.

WHAT INFORMATION IS 
AVAILABLE TO INFORM 
STUDENTS, PARENTS/CARERS, 
STAFF ABOUT E-CIGARETTES 
AND/OR VAPING DEVICES?
Access resources and information about e-cigarettes 
and vaping on the myresource.education.wa.edu.au/
vaping. This includes teaching and learning resources 
aligned to the Western Australian Curriculum.



Continue on Next Page

WHERE AND WHO CAN I ACCESS 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION FROM?
Support for delivering prevention education, whole 
school drug education plans and strategies for 
schools is provided by the Department’s Road Safety 
and Drug Education branch.

Students can access support from:

• • their General Practitioner, youth health service, 
and other health services for young people.

• • Headspace
• • Youth Focus
• • Alcohol drug support line 1800 198 024
• • Parent and Family Drug Support Line 1800 653 203

More information is available from: 

• • Department of Health: https://www.healthywa.
wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Electronic-cigarettes-e-
cigarettes 

• • Cancer Council Western Australia: Make Smoking 
History website: www.makesmokinghistory.org.au 

Young people can be directed to the Quitline 
(13 7848) or online webchat for free advice and 
support on nicotine dependence related to smoking 
cigarettes as well as use of e-cigarettes. 

IS VAPING ILLEGAL? WHAT 
ARE THE LAWS AROUND 
SELLING VAPES IN WA?
It is reported that young people often purchase vapes 
online, from retail stores or from friends and contacts 
in the community. However, it is illegal in WA to sell 
e-cigarette devices and nicotine vaping products to 
anyone regardless of age, unless they are prescribed 
by a doctor for smoking cessation purposes and 
obtained with a prescription from a pharmacy.

In WA e-cigarette devices and their components, 
whether or not they contain nicotine, cannot be sold 
by tobacco or general retailers. It is also illegal to 
sell vapes to friends at school or in the community. If 
you suspect someone is selling vapes or e-cigarettes 
and their components, you can report it to the 
Department of Health by emailing TobaccoPolicy@
health.wa.gov.au. 

WHAT ACTIONS ARE SCHOOLS 
REQUIRED TO APPLY IN THE EVENT A 
STUDENT IS FOUND IN POSSESSION 
OF, SUPPLY OF, OR USE OF A VAPING 
DEVICE OR E-CIGARETTE? 
Step 1: Counsel the student and confirm details

• • Document details and refer student to the relevant 
school contact e.g. Year coordinator, Student 
Services. 

• • Confirm details through discussion with student 
and/or other students as required. 

• • Staff member reinforces the schools Behaviour 
Policy and expectations.  

• • Confiscate the device and dispose the device 
through a waste removal service that is capable of 
disposing lithium batteries and liquid nicotine (a 
poision), not into general waste. 

Step 2: Contact Parent/Carer

• • Open a dialogue with the Parent/Carer in relation 
to the breach emphasising the illegal nature of 
possession of, supply of, or use of a vaping device 
or e-cigarette at school. 

• • Provide the Parent/Carer with a copy of ‘The facts 
about vaping - for parents and carers factsheet’. 

Step 3: Schedule session with student and relevant 
staff member for example: School Nurse, Chaplin, 
Year Coordinator. 

• • Staff member discusses with student the harms of 
vaping and the legal aspects

• • Provide student with a copy of ‘The facts about 
vaping - for young people factsheet’. 

Step 4: Implement the requirements of the Student 
Behaviour in Public School Policy and Procedures

This may involve: 

• • Loss of good standing;
• • Suspension. If suspension is applied, schools 

are to record this under category Category N8: 
Possession, use or supply of illegal substance(s) or 
objects.

The Department of Education WA and the WA Department of Health acknowledge NSW Health’s authorship and ownership of these materials.
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WHAT DO I DO IF I SUSPECT A 
STUDENT HAS SWALLOWED OR 
HAD SKIN CONTACT WITH LIQUID 
FROM AN E-CIGARETTE?
If you suspect a student has swallowed or had skin 
contact with liquid from an e-cigarette:

• • call the WA Poisons Information Centre 
immediately on 13 11 26 if the student is conscious 
and alert; or

• • call 000 for an ambulance if the student is 
unconscious.

• • Follow your school Health Care policy. 

DO I NEED TO CONTACT THE POLICE?
E-cigarette use by students can be managed by the 
school through engagement with parents.

If you suspect someone is selling vapes or 
e-cigarettes and their components, you can 
report it to the Department of Health by emailing 
TobaccoPolicy@health.wa.gov.au.

WHAT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE 
TO ASSIST CLASSROOM 
TEACHERS TO DELIVER 
PREVENTION EDUCATION ABOUT 
VAPING TO STUDENTS? 
Access resources and information about e-cigarettes 
and vaping from: myresources.education.wa.edu.au/
vaping 

This includes teaching and learning resources 
aligned to the Western Australian Curriculum, as well 
as a variety of factsheets, posters and information for 
teachers and schools, parents and carers, and young 
people. 

The Department of Education WA and the WA Department of Health acknowledge NSW Health’s authorship and ownership of these materials.



Social Media Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
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Outdoor Education - Rock Climbing

  Japan Club  Bike Safety

School Sport Champion Schools Volleyball Championships

https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/


Community Notices
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JULY EXAM PREPARATION & REVISION 
PROGAMS 

 
Tuition for all students Year 7 to 12  

 
    Week One 4-8 July at 

 
 
    Week Two 11-15 July at 

 

Christ Church Grammar School  
Guildford Grammar School 

 
 Hale School plus OLNA Program 
 Ashdale Secondary College 
   

The July School Holiday Programs will offer students comprehensive subject revision.  
These classes assist in preparing students for their Second Semester Exams. 

*20% school discount per subject*  

ENROL NOW 
www.mastermindaustralia.com.au 

MASTERMIND AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 9342 2000 mob: 0488 102 907  

email: admin@mastermindaustralia.com.au 

 

 

YEAR 11 & 12’s 
Engineering Showcase 

 
Discover your future with an ECU Engineering degree 
Come to one of the School of Engineering courses and careers information 
sessions so you can discover why engineering is such a great and rewarding 
profession.  

 
FEATURES:  
♦ Hear from current students and alumni 

speakers about their experiences at ECU 
and the transition into exciting industry 
roles.   

♦ Chat with academics about the wide range 
of engineering course offerings, entry 
requirements, scholarships, and student 
support services at ECU.  

♦ Tour our industry grade engineering 
laboratories. 

ENQUIRIES: 
Email: seadmin@ecu.edu.au 
Phone: (08) 6304 2924 

 

DATES: 
Tuesday 3 May 2022 
Friday 24 June 2022 
Wednesday 31 August 2022 

TIME: 
4.30 PM – 6.30 PM 

LOCATION: 
ECU Joondalup Campus 
Building 7.102 

 

 

 

C
R

IC
O

S IPC
 00279B 

REGISTER NOW AT:  

https://www.trybooking.com/BYOHJ 
Light refreshments provided 

 

LLOOOOKKIINNGG  FFOORR  AA  WWAAYY  TTOO  JJUUMMPP  BBAACCKK  IINN  TTOO  
VVOOLLLLEEYYBBAALLLL  TTHHEESSEE  SSCCHHOOOOLL  HHOOLLIIDDAAYYSS?? 

For more information, please contact the Schools and Junior Development 
Coordinator on juniors@volleyballwa.com.au or 08 9228 8522 

KIDS & JUNIOR VOLLEY 
INDOOR CAMP 2022 

This participation camp aims to introduce volleyball skills to players who are new to 
the sport as well as expanding on existing skills for current players. 

The two-day camp is open to all levels and coaches will group players of a similar 
ability level together. 

WHO: Kids (Primary School) & Juniors (High School) 
DATE: Tuesday 12th &  Wednesday 13th July
TIME:   Kids (Boys & Girls) 8am - 10am

 Junior Girls 10am – 12.30pm
             Junior Boys 1pm – 3.30pm

LOCATION:  The Rise (28 Eighth Ave, Maylands, WA, 6051)
PRICE: $80 

Register for the camp by heading to 
https://bit.ly/32LMtGv

Registrations close Sunday 10th July

http://www.mastermindaustralia.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BYOHJ
http://bit.ly/32LMtGv

