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 13th April 2022

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

16th May
• P & C Meeting

16th-17th May
• Year 11 Biology Camp

18th - 20th May
• Year 7 GATE Camp

19th May
• Tennis Testing #2 - Years 

5/6
• School Board Meeting

23rd May - 3rd June
• Year 11 and 12 Exams

23rd - 27th May
• Super Science

24th - 26th May
• Year 7 - 8 Immunisation

25th  May
• • VET Connect Program VET Connect Program 

Applications ClosesApplications Closes

27th  May
• Year 7 Movie Afternoon in 

PAC

30th  May
• VET Connect Program 

Interviews Commence

30th May - 3rd June
• Super Science

31st May - 2nd June
• GATE Interviews

3rd - 10th June
• Year 10 Exams

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians

We received our first taste of winter this week, which has been a bit of a shock to the system following the beautiful sunny 
weather over the past few weeks. We are at that stage of the year when many tests, exams, and other assessments involve most 
of our students. Year 7 and 9 students are currently in the process of completing their NAPLAN tests, and all appear to be going 
reasonably well at this stage. Year 11 and 12 exams commence on May 23, followed by Year 10 exams on June 7. I appreciate that 
this can be a very stressful and hectic time of the year for students as they juggle many assessments with the need to study for 
tests and exams. We wish all students (and parents) well for the various assessments this term.

COVID-19 Update
This week has seen another increase in absenteeism, with around 10% of both students and staff members absent each day, 
which is double the normal absenteeism rate for this time of year. We are encouraging students and staff to wear masks where 
social distancing is not possible and to ensure that rooms are well ventilated. A supply of 70 additional Air Purifiers is being 
installed in classrooms and should all be operable by the end of today. 

We are currently seeing a number of students being sent to school to do tests and assessments even though they are clearly 
unwell. Could I please ask parents to ensure that they keep their child home if they are unwell. Refer to healthywa.wa.gov.au 
for information on close contact definition, testing and isolation requirements. You should notify the school if your child tests 
positive for COVID-19. 

Please refer to the information below on the distribution of RATs and a summary of the current procedures around COVID-19. 
Thank you for your continued efforts in keeping our school COVID-19 safe.

RAT Distribution
You will be aware that schools are due to receive delivery of sufficient Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) to provide each student with a 
packet of 20. We are unsure when this is coming, but it should be in the next couple of weeks. We have been told that the RATs 
will take up considerable storage space and will be distributed to students as soon as possible, preferably at the end of the day. 

Once they have arrived, we will make a PA Notice for each class teacher to send someone to Reception to pick up a box of RATs 
and a class list at the beginning of Period 5. Period 5 teachers will distribute the RATs in the last 10 minutes of the lesson, and 
a record will be taken of which students have received their allocation. We will inform parents on the day that we distribute 
the RATs to students. If a student is absent on the day of distribution, they can get their allocation from Reception after school 
(after 2.50pm) over the following two weeks.

Please note that RATs are labelled ‘Keep out of Reach of Children’ as a TGA requirement. As such, these RATs should not be 
opened by students at school.

• may be distributed to secondary students with the following advice:
• take them home and hand to parents/carers or place in a safe place
• not to open them
• they are to be administered under the supervision of adults.

Summary of Current COVID-19 'Rules'
The current situation is: 

• masks are no longer mandatory at school except in specific settings and circumstances. Masks are encouraged for 
staff and students (Year 7 and above) where physical distancing is not possible.

• density and capacity limits no longer apply to school activities 
• asymptomatic close contacts are no longer required to isolate (see requirements below)
• an additional supply of RATs for all students and staff. 

If your child becomes an asymptomatic close contact due to a person in your household being COVID-19 positive, they will no 
longer have to isolate for 7 days. They will be required to:

• do a daily Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) and receive a negative result each day to attend school 
• wear a mask at school (for students in Year 7 and above) and when travelling on public transport or ride-share. 

All school activities can resume, and we will continue to follow COVID-19 safe measures:
• all staff and regular workers (including regular volunteers) at school are double dose vaccinated and (third dose 

vaccinated within one month of being eligible)
• adequate ventilation in each classroom, in line with health advice
• enhanced cleaning remains in place.

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal      Return to beginning

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-close-contacts


Year 11 and 12 Exams  
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

The Year 11/12 exams begin on Monday 23 May. For our Year 11s, it is the first set of 
exams similar in format to the WACE exams at the end of Year 12. For our Year 12 
students, many of the exams will be the same length as the WACE exams. Most will be 
three hours plus 10 minutes reading time. Exams are challenging, but they should be 
looked upon as a challenge. Making mistakes is how we learn. The Year 11/12 Sub School 
is continually telling students that all we ask of our students is to do their personal best 
and to just focus on their own performance. Comparing themselves to others is not 
helpful. We would encourage parents to send a similar message. Students can often 
feel overwhelmed at times like this, and a message of support from parents is greatly 
appreciated by students, even if it doesn’t seem like it. Exam results are not a measure 
of a person’s worth, they are simply there to determine a student’s current level of 
knowledge and understanding so that additional learning can occur. Below is a link 
sharing some information about how parents can support their children to navigate this 
challenging but regular event in many students' lives. 
Surviving Final Year | Applecross Senior High School (schooltv.me)
  
     Return to beginning

Masks  
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

Whilst we are no longer mandated to enforce mask wearing, given the rapidly 
increasing number of cases within the community, it may be wise for students to wear 
a mask whilst indoors and in crowded areas where social distancing is difficult, such as 
examination rooms.

The following is taken directly from the Health Department website:
"Always carry a mask when you leave home.  Even if you are not required to wear a 
mask, you should consider wearing one whenever physical distancing is not possible."

Staying healthy both prior and during the exam period will also assist with keeping anxiety at bay.    
     Return to beginning

Year 11 and 12 Attendance At School During Exams   
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

During exams in the next two weeks, Year 11 and 12 students are not required to attend school unless they have an exam 
scheduled. However, VET Connect students should still be attending work experience and TAFE courses as normal. General 
and VET students who are not up to date with all of their work are required to attend from Monday until Wednesday from 
Period 1-4 or until they have completed all their outstanding work. Students are being notified if they are required to attend.
  
     Return to beginning

Academic Results - Year 11 Students   
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

Our rigorous academic monitoring process ensures that the Senior School team are 
aware of students who are experiencing course and individual subject issues. In some 
cases, there are students who will need to make course changes following the first 
semester exam period. This is for both our ATAR and Non-ATAR students. We will be 
contacting the parents of students who will be required to attend school during the exam 
period for remediation in their General courses, specifically English and Maths. 
  
     Return to beginning

Universities Open Days    
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 11-12

WA Universities are currently advertising Open Days for prospective students for 2023 and beyond. Please continue to check 
their websites for these events and encourage your child to visit to gain important insights into University life and specific 
requirements for certain courses.  
     Return to beginning

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapplecross.wa.schooltv.me%2Fnewsletter%2Fsurviving-year-12&data=05%7C01%7Cmarta.pitaro%40education.wa.edu.au%7C6dc2a659308a41c6c4c008da33aef035%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637879123688729289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AZj1BhRGHZSxk3%2BKYumanJEOkxU1lYDmtJvg7SazP3w%3D&reserved=0


Year 10 News - Year 11 Subject Selection Update  
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 9-10

It has been a very busy time since the subject selection process for Year 11 in 2023 started, albeit late due to COVID-19 
restrictions. Over 300 parents and students attended the Year 10 Subject Information Parent Evening last week. It was 
a fantastic turnout and I have received many excellent follow up questions after the evening. Please keep sending your 
questions through. Remember that during Weeks 9 and 10, all students will be interviewed regarding their proposed choices 
for 2023 and parents/guardians are strongly encouraged to attend these interviews. Subject selection is a very important 
decision that needs to be made and we want to ensure that all stakeholders are informed as much as possible as they make 
these decisions.  Some of the key messages that everyone should know are below:

• ATAR courses are very challenging and students should meet the eligibility criteria for each of these courses. 
Teachers have a very good understanding whether a student is likely to be successful in a course. 

• In order to receive an ATAR score you must study a minimum of 4 ATAR courses in Year 11 but most students will do 
5 and a small number will take 6. You must study either English, Literature or EALD.

• ATAR is not for everyone and there are a variety of alternative entry pathways to university if that is what the 
student is aiming to do.

• General/VET certificates/VET Connect have historically produced excellent post school options for students who 
do not study ATAR courses. Employers are looking for transferable skills and there is a focus on these skills in these 
courses.

• All courses are challenging and require hard work and commitment from students. 

Students have now had their first of two course information sessions. They will have another one in Week 6. These are 
designed to give students information about the Western Australian Certificate of Education, the courses they can 
study, and information about how the ATAR is calculated. The students were very engaged during the sessions and were 
commended on their behaviour. I would encourage parents to have regular discussions about course options as we 
progress through the subject selection process.

This week, the VET Connect Information Evening was also held. Students can now apply for places. The closing date is May 
25. It is a competitive selection process as it is a very popular course to be a part of. Questions relating to VET Connect 
should be communicated to Melinda Kennington. Her email is melinda.kennington@education.wa.edu.au.
  
     Return to beginning

Year 9 News - Year 9 Parent Evening Thursday May 26   
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 9-10

Year 11 seems a long way off for a Year 9 student. However the decisions that students make during this year can have 
a very significant impact on what courses a student can choose for Year 11. The purpose of this session is to provide 
information about how what they do in Year 9 can impact Year 11 course choices, provide information on the latest effective 
study skills strategies and inform parents how the subject selection process for Year 10 works.

As we have over 300 students in Year 9, we are holding two sessions in order to accommodate everyone. Attendance at this 
evening will inform decisions for next year but also give you an insight into the critical decisions that will need to be taken 
half way through Year 10 regarding courses for Years 11 and 12. We want to work with parents to ensure that students are 
supported and guided successfully through Year 9. 

Please click on the link below and select the session you will be able to attend.

https://www.trybooking.com/BZOHY

Session Details:
  Date:  Thursday 26th May
  Venue:  PAC
  Session 1: 5:30pm - 6:15pm
  Session 2: 6:30pm - 7:15pm
     Return to beginning

mailto:melinda.kennington%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/BZOHY


This month on SchoolTV - Screen Time 

As a result of the global pandemic, there has been a noticeable shift in the amount of 
time people spend on screen-based devices. Families are transitioning back to pre-COVID 
routines but many are still struggling to re-establish the boundaries and rules around screen 
use. Some continue to deal with digital conflict and 
tech-tantrums on a daily basis. The latest research found that 77% of teenagers spend more 
than five hours on screens per day, but it is important to note that not all screen time is 
considered equal.

Parents play a crucial role in modelling a positive and healthy approach to using screens 
and assisting children to navigate the content they watch. It is better to model and mentor 
screen use, rather than monitor it. Children tend to do more of what they see us do, and less 
of what we tell them to do. However, it is still important to outline the risks and highlight the benefits of screen use to ensure 
you keep a balanced attitude. Encourage discussions around the issues that people experience in monitoring their screen 
time and be honest about your own difficulties.

Parents need to remain firm in their approach to managing screen time. Excessive screen time can be detrimental 
to a child’s overall wellbeing. Ensuring the correct privacy settings are in place is vital to prevent children from being 
inadvertently exposed to inappropriate content or online predators. Parents need to also be mindful of the potential impact 
screen time can have on a child’s social, emotional, educational, behavioural, and even physical domains.

In this edition of SchoolTV, care-givers will be provided with a range of guidelines and strategies to help manage screen 
time at home. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month’s edition, and we always welcome 
your feedback.

If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school for further information or seek 
medical or professional help.

Here is the link to this month's edition https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/managing-screen-time
Return to beginning

Year 7 Social
by Charissa Efthyvoulos - Year 7 Coordinator

The Semester 1 Year 7 social event is running on Friday May 27th from 3pm to 5:30pm in the 
Performing Arts Centre at school. The event is a movie night and students who have maintained 
their good standing status will be allowed to attend. Further information about the event and 
parental permission will come out via Consent2Go in the coming weeks. 

      Return to beginning

School-Based COVID-19 Vaccine
by Community Health

The School-Based Immunisation Program is offering the COVID-19 vaccine for students from Years 7-12 from Monday, 23 
May 2022. Parents are required to register their child online.  Please follow the instructions below:

How do I register my dependant for the School Based Immunisation Program?
1. Log in to your VaccinateWA (external site) account. If you do not have an account, you will need to create one first. 

From your landing page, click on the 'Manage dependants' button. 
2. Click 'Register Dependant' to create a new account for your dependant.
3. The 'Personal information' screen will be displayed, and you will be required to answer questions regarding personal 

demographic details of the dependant.
4. You will then be taken to your dependant’s VaccinateWA landing page, where all the vaccination programs the 

dependant is eligible for will be displayed, which may include School Based Immunisation Programs. 
5. You will be able to click the "Apply now" link against the vaccination program you wish to apply for. Upon clicking 

this, your dependant’s dashboard for that vaccination program will be displayed, outlining the 3 steps that need to be 
completed. 

6. Complete Step 1: 'About me', which requires you to enter the school name and year group. Start typing in the name 
of your dependant’s school and select it from a drop-down list. Select 'Save and continue' once details have been 
completed. Note: If your dependant is home schooled they will not be eligible for the School Based Immunisation 
Program.

7. Complete Step 2: 'Health Questionnaire'. Once complete, click 'Save and continue'.
8. Complete Step 3: 'Consent'. This step will ask you to select a Vaccination Plan, outlining the details of the vaccines 

you consent to your dependant receiving. Once you have selected a plan, please click 'Submit' which concludes the 
registration process.          Return to beginning

https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/managing-screen-time
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 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!
On Tuesday, 10 May, a VET Connect Information Evening was held at the 
school in the auditorium. There was a fantastic turnout of 132 attendees. 
The highlight of the evening was the five Year 12 VET Connect students 
who took part in a Student Guest Speaker Panel and shared their journey 
and their achievements to date in the program. Congratulations to our 
Deputy Head Boy Gabriel Halden, Imogen Gracie, Jye Trundle, Madi 
Richards, Bianca-Lillie Clack and Sophia Pitaro (who shared her journey 
although isolating at home) for being such hard working students who 
are wonderful ambassadors for the VET Connect program. 

Applications opened on 11 May, and at this point in time, over 70 students 
have collected VET Connect application forms from the VET Office. Reis Gur was 
extremely keen to collect his application and was the first to come to the VET Office 
at 7:30am on the opening day! I look forward to reading all the applications when they 
close on Wednesday, 25 May. I wish all the applicants the best with their applications.

Spotlight on Certificate II in Hospitality 

The qualification reflects the role of individuals who use a defined and limited range of hospitality 
operational skills. They are involved in mainly routine and repetitive tasks using practical skills 
and basic industry knowledge and work under direct supervision. Students will develop relevant 
technical, vocational and interpersonal competencies suitable to employment and further training 
in business, as well as skills, knowledge and experiences that are transferrable to other industry 
areas.

The Hospitality Industry is one of the fastest growing industries in Australia, offering a wide range of employment 
opportunities. Certificate II in Hospitality is a nationally recognised qualification, enabling a choice of careers in the 
Food and Beverage industry. Further study could see opportunities in Small Business Management, Environmental 
Health, and Ethical and Sustainable marketing.

Year 11 and 12 Hospitality students run the Red Apple Café for staff and Year 12 studens on Monday to Thursday 
mornings, where they serve hot drinks and delicious sweet and savoury treats. Students provide ‘service with a smile’ 
and it is always great to see them in action.
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 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

… to Sophia Pitaro (Year 12 VET Connect),  who completed all the 
requirements of her School Based Traineeship well before the scheduled 
time and has now gained a Certificate III in Sport and Recreation. Sophia has 
also been nominated for a School Based Trainee of the Year Award by her 
employer, Belmont Oasis, and this has also been endorsed by the school. 

       Best wishes to Sophia! 

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   
VET Manager

Annikka Postlethwaite at
Price Attack

Baylee Robertson at Fremantle 
Animal Hospital

Chloe Davies at
Applecross Primary School

Poppy McCorry at 
Maritime Union of Australia



Annual Volunteers' Morning Tea 
by Cre Millar and the P&C Group Convenors

The AXSHS Canteen is hosting the Annual Volunteers' Morning Tea again at the end of Volunteer Week.  The invitation 
is open to everyone who has volunteered IN ANY CAPACITY within our school community over the last 12 months.  It has 
been particularly difficult finding volunteers over this challenging time we’ve had, so we would love to see as many of our 
wonderful helpers as possible to show our appreciation for your support, dedication and hard work getting the school 
through these uncertain times.

Our principal, Paul Leech, will be in attendance to show the school’s gratitude and respect for our amazing band of helpers.  
Please, join us if you can and don’t forget to let us know you’re coming via the RSVP info provided so we can stock up on 
yummy catering for you all!! 

See you there!! 
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You’re invited to the annual 

ASHS Volunteers’ 

Morning Tea 
To celebrate & appreciate all of our wonderful school volunteers! 

Where: ASHS Staff Room 

When: Saturday 28th May 

Time: 10am-11.30am 

Please RSVP by Wed 25th May to cremillar@gmail.com  

Or 0449 808 008 so we can cater appropriately. 


