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Parent Update Term 1 /Week 10
 8th April 2022

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

4th May
• Year 10 Parent Course 

Information Evening
• Drama Club Performances 

5th May5th May
• • Parent Teacher InterviewsParent Teacher Interviews

6th May6th May
• • School Development Day School Development Day 

(students do not attend (students do not attend 
school)school)

2nd - 20th May
• Year 12 ESTs 

10th - 20th May
• NAPLAN Online 

10th May
• Year 10 VET Pathways 

Information Night

11th May
• Year 11 Jolly Socks for Youth 

Fundraiser
• VET Connect Program 

Applications Open

16th May
• P & C Meeting

16th-17th May
• Year 11 Biology Camp

18th - 20th May
• Year 7 GATE Camp

19th May
• Tennis Testing #2 - Years 

5/6
• School Board Meeting

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians

You will be aware that the state government has announced that public health and social measures have now been eased 
(details at wa.gov.au).

For schools, these changes include: 
• masks are no longer mandatory at school except in specific settings and circumstances. Masks are encouraged for 

staff and students (Year 7 and above) where physical distancing is not possible.
• density and capacity limits no longer apply to school activities 
• asymptomatic close contacts are no longer required to isolate (see requirements below)
• an additional supply of RATs for all students and staff. 

If your child becomes an asymptomatic close contact due to a person in your household being COVID-19 positive, they will no 
longer have to isolate for 7 days. They will be required to:

• do a daily Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) and receive a negative result each day to attend school 
• wear a mask at school (for students in Year 7 and above) and when travelling on public transport or ride-share. 

All school activities can resume, and we will continue to follow COVID-19 safe measures:
• all staff and regular workers (including regular volunteers) at school are double dose vaccinated (third dose vaccinated 

within one month of being eligible)
• adequate ventilation in each classroom, in line with health advice
• enhanced cleaning remains in place.

If your child becomes symptomatic, they should stay home and be tested for COVID-19. Refer to healthywa.wa.gov.au for 
information on close contact definition, testing and isolation requirements. You should notify the school if your child tests 
positive for COVID-19. 

Thank you for your continued efforts in keeping our school COVID-19 safe.

Acessing Rapid Antigen Tests
In line with public health measures, the state government is providing Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) to Applecross SHS to support 
continuity of teaching and learning and school operations.  Distribution of the RATs will occur once we have received the 
supply.  Further communication to parents will be sent once distribution commences.

• An initial allocation of ten RATs will be distributed to all students to ensure they can test in a timely way and isolate 
accordingly to minimise the spread of COVID-19 in the school.  Students can use these to enable them to test daily as a 
close contact and continue to attend school, provided they receive a negative result and remain asymptomatic.

• Further access to the school supply of RATs will be on an "as needed" basis.  These may include being issued to students 
who develop symptoms whilst at school or prior to attending a school camp.

Parent-Teacher Interviews
Congratulations to everyone on successfully conducting parent interviews via Webex on Wednesday. I know that there were 
some people who are a bit apprehensive about this new mode of conducting interviews; however, feedback indicates that 
there were relatively few glitches. Paul Currie has requested feedback so we can identify any issues that can assist in making 
Thursday’s (May 5) interviews even better.

Acknowledgement to Applecross SHS
On Wednesday, we received a very pleasant surprise when the Director General (Lisa Rodgers) made an unannounced visit to 
present us with a special certificate. The certificate acknowledges a new measure of school effectiveness based on the value 
that is added to student achievement between Year 9 NAPLAN and their final Year 12 achievement (ATAR, General and VET). 

“In determining the schools that have performed particularly well in 2021, a school’s overall performance was considered, taking 
into account the …progress and achievement of your Year 12 cohort, based on their Year 9 NAPLAN results.”

This measure of school effectiveness has produced a very different order of schools to that found in the traditional League 
Table, which is based on ATAR results. I believe that this certificate was given to a small group of 12-14 schools. This 
acknowledgement, combined with our excellent NAPLAN and Year 12 results, should provide the school community with 
confidence that the overall standard of teaching and learning, and student progress at Applecross SHS, are very strong and 
compare favourably with most similar public and private schools. 

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal      Return to beginning

http://www.wa.gov.au/
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/announcements/public-health-and-social-measures-ease-was-soft-landing-secured
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-close-contacts
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Certificate-of-Commendation.pdf


Learning Support and Special Exam Arrangements (SEAs)
by Ji Hae Kim - Learning Support Coordinator (jihae.kim@education.wa.edu.au)

This general notification is for students intending to apply for or continue Special Exam Arrangements (SEAs) and Learning 
Support accommodations and apply to SCSA for Special Exam Arrangements in year 12. 

It is important that if you have a disability or condition that significantly affects your learning, current documentation is 
provided to the school. The documentation must be less than two years old. At present, there are several students with 
outdated documentation. To continue receiving accommodations and SEAs, for your diagnosis via Learning Support at 
Applecross Senior High School, current documentation will need to be forwarded to the Learning Support Coordinator. If 
current documentation is not forwarded, students will still receive some support but not at the level you have received so 
far, particularly regarding exams.   

If you apply for SEAs for ATAR Exams in Year 12, your documentation will also need to be current in the year you will sit your 
ATAR exams. As applications to School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) for SEAs close late Term 1 each year, 
documentation must be provided to the Learning Support Coordinator (LSC) by the end of February. There is a period of 
grace for updated documentation for all other year levels, and this usually closes by Week 4 every term.  Please note many 
specialists become booked out very quickly during this time, and thus it would be wise to book ahead. Furthermore, to make 
a formal diagnosis, sometimes a period of recommended interventions is put in place by the specialist (usually six months) 
before a conclusive diagnosis can be made. Hence, this additional time will need to be factored in so that further delays are 
not encounted. 

Learning disabilities considered by SCSA include: 

ADD/ADHD Arthritis Anorexia Nervosa 

Autism Bipolar Carpel Tunnel Syndrome 

Dysgraphia (motor based) Hypermobility/hypomobility Diabetes 

Crohn's disease and bowel problems Generalised Anxiety Disorder Psychological/clinical anxiety 

OCD Hearing loss Tourette syndrome 

Rheumatism Vision loss Broken bones 

Scoliosis and back injury Colour blindness Epilepsy 

Infectious illness Depression (severe) Head injury 

Developmental Coordination Disorder 
(DCD). (Previously known as Dyspraxia) 

Medical conditions (e.g. cancer, recent 
organ transplants, cardiovascular) 

Muscular dystrophy 

Irlen Syndrome (scotopic sensitivity) Language disorder Muscular problems 

Muscular dystrophy Neurological disability Paraplegia/Quadriplegia 

Pregnancy SLD in written expression (Dysgraphia) SLD in reading & spelling (Dyslexia) 

SLD in Mathematics (Dyscalculia) Sweaty palms Tendinitis 

Stammer/stutter Tremor  
  
The documentation required varies but generally is a letter and report from a specialist stating the condition, the 
accommodations the student is entitled to, and the learning condition's impact on their life. Sometimes further 
documentation is required. Examples of approved specialists from which you can obtain your diagnostic documentation 
are: 

Clinical psychologists, paediatricians, psychologists, psychiatrists, Occupational Therapists, Speech Pathologists, and 
Physiotherapists.  A GP letter will not suffice. 

Depending on the diagnosis and on a case-by-case basis, the type of support that can be offered, can include one or 
several of the following:
  
• Creation of a Documented Plan (LAP or IEP) 
• Education Assistant support (case by case)  
• Application for funding for additional support (if necessary and applicable)  
• Application to SCSA in year 12 for SEA for ATAR Exams  
• Special Exam Arrangements for all tests and exams  
• Assistive technology  
• Extra support for NAPLAN/OLNA  
• Referral to school Psychologist 
• Access to Learning Support workshops and resources  
• Tracking of the student for progress and remediation  
• Close monitoring/check-ins by the Learning Support Team and Student Services  
• Advice and steering of appropriate pathways for career development.  
• Check-in sessions with an EA on a weekly basis (case by case)  
• In-school targeted SAER programs 
 
Documentation can be forwarded directly to me. Please do not hesitate to get in touch for any enquiries or concerns.  

     Return to beginning
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Reminder from the Health Centre
by Pauline Chambers - Commnity Health Nurse

A reminder that the health centre does not stock or routinely administer medications such as paracetamol, nurofen etc.  The 
school supplies medication for emergencies should it be needed, and staff are trained in administering an EpiPen.  The DOE 
allows a dose of medication in a young person’s bag if they suffer from headaches, period pain, etc.

Please ensure your child has their puffers on person coming into winter and that any medication in your child’s bag is in 
date.  Look at the expiry on the packaging.

All medication that is injected, inhaled, ingested or applied topically has expiry dates.  You may want to take a few minutes 
and check your medication at home.

Stay well.

     Return to beginning

Jolly Socks for Youth Focus
by Lenni Cornejo - Year 11 Coordinator

The Year 11 Student Council will be selling socks around the school to fundraise for Youth Focus. 
Youth Focus is a leading not-for-profit organisation that delivers innovative and accessible 
mental health services and programs across Western Australia to help at-risk young people aged 
12 to 25 lead full and healthy lives.

We have a range of designs available for $6 per pair of socks. Students can come up to our Year 
11 Student Councillors to purchase a pair of funky socks and support a fantastic organisation 
that supports youth mental health. Cash only, please! 🙂

      Return to beginning

Canteen News
by Cre Millar - Canteen Manager

Welcome back everyone!! We have started the year on a very busy note and it doesn’t look like we will be slowing down any 
time soon.

Our winter menu has begun this term, with lots of warm, yummy, and nutritious offerings such as lasagne, enchiladas, deep 
dish pizza, and plenty more. Our food is always loaded with vegies and made on the premises where possible, so come 
check out what’s on offer.

Our customer base always swells in the colder months, so if we could have more hands on deck to prepare and serve, we 
can make more food and serve people a lot more quickly too! So, as usual, if you can find any possible time to come down 
and help us out, we would be most grateful!!

      Return to beginning



 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!
This term is such an exciting one for our Year 10 students who will be gaining a lot of information about Senior School 
pathway options for 2023. Having to make decisions about what courses to select for their final years at school can be a 
daunting task for students, especially when there are so many viable options with VET, General and ATAR pathways.
For those who would like to explore and find out more about a VET pathway, it is recommended that you attend the VET 
Connect Information evening on Tuesday, 10 May. 

Please register your attendance at https://www.trybooking.com/BZENV

Students are also encouraged to visit the VET Office to make a time to see me for more information.

Spotlight on Try-a-Trade 

Try-a-Trade is a fantastic way to 'have a go' at the sort of work that takes place in different trades. Participation 
in these activities demonstrates a willingness to try something new and is great to be able to include in 

student Resumes, VET Connect applications, TAFE and job applications. They are also very helpful in 
assisting students in making decisions on future pathways. Try-a-Trade opportunities are advertised on 

Connect and are offered in Civil Construction, Bricklaying, Painting, Carpentry and Joinery. Keep an 
eye out for the next offerings! Last week, 16 students attended a 3-day 
Try-a-Trade at MPA Skills where they tried out plumbing and painting.

https://www.trybooking.com/BZENV


Return to beginning

 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

… to Lucy Isbell (Year 10) and Scarlett Hickey (Year 12) who were both 
successful in gaining two days of work experience with the ADF in Army 
Familiarisation at Irwin Barracks

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   🙂
VET Manager

Isobel Donaldson at
Alfred Cove Care Community

Jeremy Coles at 
AKA Electrical

Ronan Gur at
Just Chill Air Conditioning

Skye Saunders at
Autobahn Cockburn

AKA Electrical



Parent-Teacher Webex Meeting Guide for Parents 

Here are some tips to improve the overall experience for you and the teacher sharing your meeting. 
We appreciate your support as a partner in your child’s education at Applecross. 
Please note: 

• The focus of this short 7 minute meeting is your child’s overall progress this semester/term. 
• The teacher will focus on the key work habits that have led to your child’s recent success or 

lack of success. 
• Please ask what, if anything, you might be able to do to support your child’s progress in this 

subject. 
• Please make an alternative appointment at a later date if you wish to discuss other matters, as 

there is limited time allocated for this online meeting. 
 

 
  
  
RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  
Technology has its limitations, and we are 
trialling this for the first time in lieu of 
COVID-19 restrictions. Please be patient. 
If things go wrong, we will ensure you are 
contacted later to receive some feedback 
regarding your child’s progress.   
  
TTEESSTT  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  IINN  AADDVVAANNCCEE  
Before joining a meeting, we recommend 
that you do a test run beforehand. Be 
aware of audio and video settings within 
the platform so you can be seen and 
heard. Once the meeting has been 
commenced by the teacher, please ask if 
the teacher can both see and hear you.  
 
SSTTAAGGEE  YYOOUURR  VVIIDDEEOO  AARREEAA  
Check your background video area to limit 
distractions, check proper camera 
position so you can be seen, 
background lighting, and how you look 
on screen before the meeting. Use a 
blurred background if necessary 
 
55  MMIINNUUTTEESS  BBEEFFOORREE  TTHHEE  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEEDD  
MMEEEETTIINNGG  
On the afternoon of the meeting, log back 
into PTO and use the teacher’s clickable link 
on the booking page to join the Webex 
meeting with the teacher.  

 
 
LLOOGG  IINNTTOO  PPTTOO  
• Navigate to the school’s  

home page:  
https://applecross.wa.edu.au   

• Click the PTO icon on the right-side 
panel or open the PTO App on your 
device. 

• Enter your surname and PIN, provided 
to one parent in a previous email.. 

• Once signed in, you will automatically be 
placed in the “Lobby” or waiting area until 
your booked meeting time. The teacher 
will move you from the lobby to join the 
meeting. 

• Once the meeting concludes, click to exit 
the meeting, refer back to your booking 
page in PTO for your next meeting, and 
click the link for the next teacher a few 
minutes before the scheduled time. 

 
AACCCCEESSSSIINNGG  HHEELLPP  OONN  TTHHEE  DDAAYY  
• If your Webex isn’t working, 

refer to the Webex instructions 
emailed to you. 

• Further ICT help can be found 
on the school website. 

• Email the teacher to reschedule for a 
phone interview later this term. 

• Non ICT help issues can be addressed by 
calling 9314 9395. 

Return to beginning



Instructions for Webex Video Conferencing 
 

 

Wednesday 27 April 1:00pm – 6:30pm 
Thursday 5 May 1:00pm – 6:30pm 

Bookings are to be made via the online system Parent Teacher On-Line (PTO). On the 
afternoon of the meetings, parents/guardians log back into PTO a few moments before the 
scheduled time of their meeting and use the teacher’s clickable link on the booking page 
to join the Webex meeting with the teacher. 
 

 Log into PTO 
 Navigate to the school’s home page:  https://applecross.wa.edu.au  
 Click the PTO icon on the right side panel as shown here 
 Or open the PTO App on your phone  
 Enter your surname and PIN, provided to you via email 

 Once logged in, the Booking Page will display listing your parent-teacher meetings. 
Click the link to join the meeting based on the booking time. 

 You will automatically be re-directed to the Webex Video-Conferencing site 
 Sign into Webex using your email address.  

 



Instructions for Webex Video Conferencing 
 

 

 Once signed in you will automatically be placed in the “Lobby” or waiting area until 
your booked meeting time. The teacher will move you from the lobby to join the 
meeting. 

 At the conclusion of the meeting click X or leave meeting to exit the video conference. 

 Refer back to your booking page in PTO for your next meeting, and click the link as 
per above. 

Return to beginning



 
Safe Active Streets Data Collection 
The following information is provided to assist Local Authorities when responding to queries 
from the public about survey activities in their area. It is not intended for general public 
distribution. 

 
• The Department of Transport (DoT) is continuing to roll out a program of Safe Active 

Streets (SAS) around the Perth Metropolitan area and major regional centres, with 
the support of the local authorities. 

•  SAS (also known as bike boulevards) are cycle routes on quiet local streets, where 
speeds have been reduced to 30km/h to allow for a safer shared street space.  

• These are safer for pedestrians and riders of all abilities as well as for people driving.  
• Please refer any queries for more information on SAS to the DoT website at 

https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/activetransport/safe-active-streets-program.asp  
• DoT has previously undertaken public consultation with residents who might be 

affected. 
• DoT is now undertaking extensive traffic surveys along the selected street and 

nearby roads in order to measure its effectiveness. 
• The surveys will include counts of cyclists and pedestrians, street road traffic counts 

and parking surveys at several locations along the route.  
• Residents may notice video cameras and pneumatic tube counters (rubber tubes 

across the street) in their area, but these will not impact the normal use of the street 
at all.  

• The tube counters will be in place for two weeks and the video cameras for about 
five days within the two-week period.  

• If any member of the public would like further information or notices any damage to 
the equipment, they should contact Donald Veal Consultants on 9274 7076. 

 

   

Safe Active Streets Data 

Collection

Return to beginning



Social Media Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/ Return to beginning

    ANZAC Ceremony

Community Notices

Mathematics and Physical Sciences  
After School Program
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for students age 10 and up

Students perform calculations to solve problems of motion, 
including gravity and then other forces in the universe. 
Students may also train for the Australian Science Olympiads 
Examination for Physics and/or the Open Universities Australia 
units  General Physics and/or Principles of Physics.

Physics Primer

Mondays 4:30 - 6:30pm

$199 per student each term

Payment may be made online: 

payments.murdoch.edu.au/PrepCourses

To obtain enrolment forms provide the 
 age of the student and email:

AfterSchoolProgram@murdoch.edu.au  
or phone 0427 864 740  
(afternoons and evenings). 

All classes are at Murdoch University, South Street Campus. Sessions are tailored to each individual student and students 
may begin at any time during the term. 
Classes commence the second week of each school term. All subjects require a notebook for working, and will require a 
scientific calculator. Bottled water is permitted in classrooms and students should bring a healthy snack.

Chemistry Primer

Thursdays 4:30 - 6:30pm

$199 per student each term

Students perform calculations to learn about atoms, molecules, 
elements and compounds and progress to calculations in 
topics such as gases, specific heat and chemical solutions. 
Students may also train for the Australian Science Olympiads 
Examination for Chemistry and/or the Open Universities 
Australia unit Fundamentals of Chemistry. 

Mathematics Primer

Fridays 4:30 - 6:30pm

$199 per student each term

Students consolidate their Arithmetic and will be in-
troduced to Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry 
followed by Calculus and other areas when required. 
Mathematical topics are taught at each student’s 
pace and students learn mathematical conventions 
and techniques.

 
 

 
  

 
 

                                                                                       MASTER CLASSES TERM 2                                                                                          
                                                                                  Tuition for all students Year 7 to 12 

                                  
Master Classes are 1 hour tutorial sessions 
conducted once a week during the school term. 
Each week these classes reinforce and extend 
students’ understanding of the work they are 
currently studying at school. 
Program commences Saturday 30th April. 
 
Classes held at Christ Church Grammar School  

                                                 
                                                   *20% school discount per subject* 

 
 
 
-10 

ENROL NOW 
www.mastermindaustralia.com.au 

MASTERMIND AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 9342 2000 mob: 0488 102 907  

email: admin@mastermindaustralia.com.au 

 

 
Perth Goju Karate teaches karate classes in your local area. 
 
A special offer for the school’s students - 4 WEEKS FREE beginners karate lessons! 
 
Classes are held after school and are a great way for children of all ages to learn self-
defense in a fun and safe environment.  
 
We also teach classes for teens and adults and they are fantastic for fitness, wellbeing and 
of course, self-defense. 
 
Classes continue over the school holidays (with a short break over the Christmas period) 
which makes it perfect for the kids who are looking to try something on the holidays. 
 
Karate has many benefits which include confidence, respect, discipline and fitness. 
 
Call now to take advantage of this 4 week trial. 

 
Sensei Johnny Moran - 0402 830 402 
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