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Parent Update Term 1 /Week 10
 8th April 2022

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

8th April8th April
• • Last Day of TermLast Day of Term

25th April25th April
• • ANZAC DayANZAC Day

26th April26th April
• • Term 2 commencesTerm 2 commences

27th April27th April
• • Parent Teacher InterviewsParent Teacher Interviews

4th May
• Drama Club Performances

5th May5th May
• • Parent Teacher InterviewsParent Teacher Interviews

6th May6th May
• • School Development Day School Development Day 

(students do not attend (students do not attend 
school)school)

9th - 13th May
• Year 12 ESTs 

10th - 13th May
• NAPLAN Online Week 1

10th May
• Year 10 VET Pathways 

Information Night

11th May
• Year 11 Jolly Socks for Youth 

Fundraiser
• VET Connect Program 

Applications Open

12th May
• Year 8 Lightning Carnival

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians

COVID Update
This week has seen an increase in both student and staff absences with a number of positive cases (37) and many others 
deemed to be close contacts. The school will review the COVID situation in early Term 2 to determine whether we can ease 
some of the restrictions that have been in place for most of Term 1. A number of school activities may be able to resume, 
including infrequent special events, and we will provide more detail on these in Term 2. 

Parents/carers attending school sites in Term 2 must continue to wear masks on school grounds and adhere to physical 
distancing, where possible. Please note parents/carers will not be allowed inside classrooms.

Please note you do not need to report COVID-19 positive cases to the school during the school holidays. However, all positive 
RATs must be reported to WA Health via www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/ratregister.  

Good luck to all members of the school community who are dealing with COVID symptoms or isolating. We are all hopeful that 
Term 2 brings a continuing reduction in cases and a gradual return to more normal conditions. Best wishes to all members of 
the school community for an enjoyable and relaxing break over the Easter holidays.

We are looking forward to seeing students return for Term 2 on Tuesday 26th April.

Vaccinations
The Chief Health Officer is encouraging parents to get all students vaccinated against COVID-19 before the onset of winter. The 
link contains information about the vaccinations for children over 5.

Parent-Teacher Interviews
You will be aware that these meetings will be conducted remotely (Webex) for parents with a phone call as the fall-back 
strategy. If parents have been unable to make a booking with a teacher, you can email them to either request information or 
make an appointment on an alternative day. 

Parents-Teacher interviews will occur on the following dates, and students will be dismissed at 12.15 pm on these days:

Parent Report Meeting 1: Wednesday 27 April (1:00 pm – 6:30 pm)
Parent Report Meeting 2: Thursday 5 May   (1:00 pm – 6:30 pm)

As conducting these meetings via Webex will be a new experience for us all, it is important that parents take some time to read 
the instructions and the tips that have been provided.

The following link contains some useful tips for parents to get the most out of the meetings: Tips for Parents

Instructions for parents on how to use the Webex Video Conferencing tool: Webex Instructions 

Annual Report
The 2021 Annual Report has recently been endorsed by the School Board and is now available on our web page (School Plans 
& Reports – Applecross Senior High School). I recommend that all parents have a look at the report in order to gain a better 
understanding of the school's relative strengths and challenges. I'm happy to answer any questions or provide additional 
information upon request. 

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal      Return to beginning
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Letter from the Chief Health Officer

Dear Parents,

As you know it is vitally important that all people in Western Australia, aged 5 years and older are vaccinated against 
COVID-19. I'm seeking your support to get all children aged 5 years and above fully vaccinated.

We have a significant Omicron outbreak in our state at this time and while COVID-19 can be mild in children, the more 
children infected with COVID, the greater the spread of COVID-19 in the community.

All schools across WA have made an enormous effort to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and with school holidays 
approaching this is an opportune time for us together to make a concerted push to increase the vaccination rate in this age 
group, prior to the start of the next school term.

The key points the information we have provided:

• COVID-19 in young children is generally mild, but some children can become severely ill, and children with other health 
problems are at even greater risk.

• Vaccination reduces the chances of children becoming infected and reduces the number and severity of symptoms if 
children do get infected.

• Children may also be less likely to pass on the infection if they are vaccinated.

• Getting children vaccinated is easy, through a range of convenient vaccine providers and additional pop-up clinic 
events during April.

• Making an appointment at a clinic on VaccinateWA or calling 13 COVID (13 268 43).

• Find a clinic location on Roll up for WA website.

• Find a local participating GP or pharmacy on the Vaccine Clinic Finder.

Please note, families hoping to vaccinate during the school holiday period who are quarantining as asymptomatic close 
contacts, are able to leave isolation to get a COVID-19 vaccination, but only if they can produce evidence of receiving a 
negative COVID-19 rapid antigen test within four hours before entering the vaccination site.

This of course does not apply to any symptomatic close contacts or confirmed cases of COVID-19.

Thank you for supporting the rollout of COVID-19 vaccinations to protect Western Australian children, families and school 
communities.

Yours sincerely
Dr Andrew Robertson CSC, PSC
CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER
31  March 2022           Return to beginning



Senior School Important Information - Years 11 and 12
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Year 11-12

Revision Workshops Years 11 and 12
Students can still sign up for Revision Workshops until the day they start. Please use the QKR App to register and pay. Most 
workshops run over three weeks, but some run over two for a longer time each session. There have been some additional 
classes put on. Please check the updated list. We would encourage all students to ensure that they attend all sessions. 

Externally Set Tasks Year 12
Year 12 students doing General courses will sit the Externally Set Task during weeks two and three in Term 2.  These are 
assessments that all students in the state do who study that course. The assessment is worth 15%, so it is a significant part 
of the assessment schedule. Encouragement from parents regarding giving their best effort is always appreciated.

Parent-Teacher Interviews Wednesday 27th April and Thursday 5th May
Please ensure that you have made an appointment with your child's Year 11 or 12 teachers. Receiving timely formative 
feedback on their progress is critical for keeping students on track. Both Jenny Casserly and I will also be available to 
discuss your child's predicted ATAR score. This is only available to Year 12 students. If you haven't already done so, please 
book an appointment through PTO for Thursday 5th May if you wish to discuss this process.

Year 12 Students – Staying the Course
Due to the opening of applications for 'Early Offers' for university, some students begin 
to "take their foot off the pedal" regarding their studies. While there is some validity 
of offers being made to students based on their Year 11 ATAR scores, significant 
conditions are still attached. We need to encourage students to remain focussed and 
aim to achieve their personal best in all of their academic endeavours. Developing 
positive and effective study habits is an essential element required for success at 
university. Without these fundamentals, many students end up dropping out and 
finding themselves without direction in either a training or employment course.

There is no substitute for hard work and achieving your best. All students should be 
maximising their Year 12 ATAR score as it is the only guaranteed way for a student to 
gain entry to the university course of their choosing. Working hard and continuing to 
develop their study habits will also put students in the best place for a successful transition into university. I cannot stress 
strongly enough the need to work as hard as possible in Year 12 for the reasons previously mentioned. Should you have a 
child who needs this reinforced, please email me at Toni.jones@education.wa.edu.au. This issue will be addressed with all 
Year 12 students at every opportunity. However, if you require an individual conversation with your child, I will be happy to 
speak to them and ensure they are aware of the requirements for a successful Year 12. Keeping all options open is the key to 
success. The stark reality is that there are a little over 20 weeks standing between them and their WACE examinations.

     Return to beginning

Very Important Year 10 Parent Information Evening
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Year 9-10

The face of education is changing daily, impacting the Senior School pathway 
choices available to students for successful 'exit' outcomes in post-secondary 
schooling.  To ensure that all parents are aware of the current and updated 
information, it is very important that we have at least one parent/guardian present 
to receive accurate information regarding pathways on offer here at Applecross 
SHS for Years 11 and 12.

We will be presenting information on Vocational Education and Training (VET) 
pathways, direct university entry via an ATAR score, General (non-ATAR) courses 
and the level at which students need to achieve in Year 10 to have ATAR options 
available to them.  There is limited seating available so one parent per family is 
preferred to ensure we are able to cater to everyone.  Please click on the link below 
to secure your place.

Due to the volume of students in Year 10 and current restrictions around COVID-19, it is necessary for us to run two sessions 
to cater for all of our parents and your child.  Please select the timeslot you intend to attend:

Session 1: Wednesday 4 May 2022  5:30 pm – 6:20 pm 
   OR
Session 2: Wednesday 4 May 2022  6:30 pm – 7:20 pm

Please CLICK HERE for the link to register your attendance.

     Return to beginning

mailto:Toni.jones%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=
https://www.trybooking.com/BYUHW


Parent-Teacher Webex Meeting Guide for Parents 

Here are some tips to improve the overall experience for you and the teacher sharing your meeting. 
We appreciate your support as a partner in your child’s education at Applecross. 
Please note: 

• The focus of this short 7 minute meeting is your child’s overall progress this semester/term. 
• The teacher will focus on the key work habits that have led to your child’s recent success or 

lack of success. 
• Please ask what, if anything, you might be able to do to support your child’s progress in this 

subject. 
• Please make an alternative appointment at a later date if you wish to discuss other matters, as 

there is limited time allocated for this online meeting. 
 

 
  
  
RREEMMEEMMBBEERR  
Technology has its limitations, and we are 
trialling this for the first time in lieu of 
COVID-19 restrictions. Please be patient. 
If things go wrong, we will ensure you are 
contacted later to receive some feedback 
regarding your child’s progress.   
  
TTEESSTT  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  IINN  AADDVVAANNCCEE  
Before joining a meeting, we recommend 
that you do a test run beforehand. Be 
aware of audio and video settings within 
the platform so you can be seen and 
heard. Once the meeting has been 
commenced by the teacher, please ask if 
the teacher can both see and hear you.  
 
SSTTAAGGEE  YYOOUURR  VVIIDDEEOO  AARREEAA  
Check your background video area to limit 
distractions, check proper camera 
position so you can be seen, 
background lighting, and how you look 
on screen before the meeting. Use a 
blurred background if necessary 
 
55  MMIINNUUTTEESS  BBEEFFOORREE  TTHHEE  SSCCHHEEDDUULLEEDD  
MMEEEETTIINNGG  
On the afternoon of the meeting, log back 
into PTO and use the teacher’s clickable link 
on the booking page to join the Webex 
meeting with the teacher.  

 
 
LLOOGG  IINNTTOO  PPTTOO  
• Navigate to the school’s  

home page:  
https://applecross.wa.edu.au   

• Click the PTO icon on the right-side 
panel or open the PTO App on your 
device. 

• Enter your surname and PIN, provided 
to one parent in a previous email.. 

• Once signed in, you will automatically be 
placed in the “Lobby” or waiting area until 
your booked meeting time. The teacher 
will move you from the lobby to join the 
meeting. 

• Once the meeting concludes, click to exit 
the meeting, refer back to your booking 
page in PTO for your next meeting, and 
click the link for the next teacher a few 
minutes before the scheduled time. 

 
AACCCCEESSSSIINNGG  HHEELLPP  OONN  TTHHEE  DDAAYY  
• If your Webex isn’t working, 

refer to the Webex instructions 
emailed to you. 

• Further ICT help can be found 
on the school website. 

• Email the teacher to reschedule for a 
phone interview later this term. 

• Non ICT help issues can be addressed by 
calling 9314 9395. 

Return to beginning



Instructions for Webex Video Conferencing 
 

 

Wednesday 27 April 1:00pm – 6:30pm 
Thursday 5 May 1:00pm – 6:30pm 

Bookings are to be made via the online system Parent Teacher On-Line (PTO). On the 
afternoon of the meetings, parents/guardians log back into PTO a few moments before the 
scheduled time of their meeting and use the teacher’s clickable link on the booking page 
to join the Webex meeting with the teacher. 
 

 Log into PTO 
 Navigate to the school’s home page:  https://applecross.wa.edu.au  
 Click the PTO icon on the right side panel as shown here 
 Or open the PTO App on your phone  
 Enter your surname and PIN, provided to you via email 

 Once logged in, the Booking Page will display listing your parent-teacher meetings. 
Click the link to join the meeting based on the booking time. 

 You will automatically be re-directed to the Webex Video-Conferencing site 
 Sign into Webex using your email address.  

 



Instructions for Webex Video Conferencing 
 

 

 Once signed in you will automatically be placed in the “Lobby” or waiting area until 
your booked meeting time. The teacher will move you from the lobby to join the 
meeting. 

 At the conclusion of the meeting click X or leave meeting to exit the video conference. 

 Refer back to your booking page in PTO for your next meeting, and click the link as 
per above. 

Return to beginning


