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School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.
Website		
Facebook
Instagram
School Calendar
Parent Update

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

Update from the Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians
World Teachers' Day
The 29th October is when Australia recognises the important role that teachers play in
society and in shaping the minds of our young people. 2021 has been another challenging
year for the world's 90 million teachers, with the vast majority being severely affected by
COVID-19 in one way or another. The pandemic has highlighted the critical role played by
teachers and other essential workers in society. Teachers have always been valued for their
important educational role; but there is now a far greater appreciation for the important
role they play in promoting students' social and emotional well-being as well.
Students and parents are encouraged to send a note of gratitude or appreciation to those
teachers who have made a difference or gone above and beyond what was expected. A
little gesture is always appreciated and will give them a boost on this special day.
School Vaccination Program
The Department of Health school vaccination program has commenced this term. Approximately 100 students in
Years 7-11 will be bussed to the Perth Convention Centre for their vaccinations on the following dates:
Thursday 11th November
Thursday 2nd December
Mandatory vaccination for school staff
The State Government recently announced an overarching mandatory COVID-19 vaccination policy which will
require all school staff to have their first dose by 31 December 2021 and be fully vaccinated by 31 January 2022.
Staff who need to attend school before the start of Term 1, 2022 must be fully vaccinated before returning to
school.
For further information on the announced expansion of the State’s mandatory vaccination policy, parents should
visit the WA Government website.
Applecross SHS wants you to become a School Board member
A vacancy will exist on the School Board for both Parent and Community
members for 2023-2025. In this Parent Update you will find information
about how you can nominate. Those nominating have been asked to
include a photo, together with some brief information about themselves.
This will be collated and used in the voting process. The Community
Representatives will be selected by the current School Board and the
Parent Representative by the parent body. While it is not necessary for the
Community Representative to be a parent, it is permissible. If you know
someone who is not a current parent, who might be interested in applying
for this position please pass the details on to them.
Enquiries should be directed to the Principal, Mr Paul Leech on 9314 9393.
The closing date for nominations for the Community member position is
22nd November and for the Parent member position it is 26th November.
Please click here for the nomination forms which can be emailed to the following address: marta.pitaro@
education.wa.edu.au

Best wishes
Paul Leech
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Student Survey Results

by Paul Currie - Associate Principal Years 7-8
The school partners with NSI (National School Improvement) to use their effective school improvement survey tools. Recently
all of the school students were given the opportunity to provide feedback to the school using the WHiTS (What’s Happening in
This School) tool. Approximately 835 student completed the survey.
The survey measures aspects of the school climate as well as student protective and risk factors.
In the school climate survey, strong results were seen overall with particularly good scores for peer connectedness, rule clarity,
affirming diversity and expectation of success.
In the protective and risk behaviours the scores were also strong with real positives being student moral identity, selfanchoring, resilience and minimal bullying issues. Most pleasingly, risky behaviours in the student body were significantly low.
As the current school plan identifies student development and wellbeing as our number one priority it is important to gauge
our successes in this area particularly as we head into a new plan in 2023. We will keep you updated as we start to develop this
plan next year.
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School Board Meeting Summary
by School Board

At our latest meeting on the 21st of October the Board received a fantastic presentation from Naomi Clifton, Program Manager
Literacy Support, on the school’s NAPLAN and OLNA data. This review of data showed the significant improvements across
all literacy domains over the last few years as a result of the dedicated tiered support provided at the school. Naomi has
been invited by the Education Department to present Applecross’s whole of school literacy approach to a wider audience,
demonstrating the sector-leading initiatives that have been developed and implemented over the last few years. The Board
commended Naomi on leading this work and the resultant outstanding achievements of our students in NAPLAN and OLNA
literacy testing.
A finance update was provided and it was great to get a look at the plans for the new café that will be established in N block
for next year, to host students engaged in hospitality courses. The Principal’s report was received, and highlighted the strong
finish of our Year 12 students and the current review processes happening for the current School Business Plan (2018-2022).
Other topics of discussion included the upcoming Board vacancies and consideration of introducing staff and student Board
Awards for 2021.
Susan Edgar (Community Board member)							
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Year 12 WACE Exams

by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 11-12
A final reminder that the Year 12 ATAR exams start on Monday. All students must bring their personalised exam timetable to
each exam. I strongly recommend that they put it in their bag and use the same bag every day for the exams. If they for some
reason lose the timetable, new copies can be obtained from the Main Reception or Student Services.
It is essential that students attend all exams regardless as to whether they are eligible for an ATAR score or not. If students fail
to attend an exam, they will not receive credit for having completed this course in Year 12. This will likely result in them not
achieving their Western Australian Certificate of Education. The consequences are very serious considering this certificate is
the culmination of 13 years of schooling. It is essential that all students triple check when their exams are scheduled. Under
no circumstances are resits possible. I would encourage parents to be aware of when the exams are running and have the
schedule prominently located so it is easy for students to be reminded when the exams are scheduled. Failure to attend
an exam due to making a mistake with either the time or date is not an acceptable reason for missing an exam and the
consequences above will apply. Whilst most exams are at Applecross, this is not always the case. Please be aware of where
students need to go to sit the exam. If it is not at Applecross, I suggest visiting the venue prior to the day. We have in the past
had students being late because they got lost.
Any student who is unable to sit an exam, due to illness or other reason, must fill in a Sickness Misadventure Form and submit
it to the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA). The school can assist with this process. If it is a medical reason a
doctor’s certificate must be provided, so students will need to make an appointment that day. This is a SCSA requirement.
Above all, it would be appreciated if you could just assist as much as possible with keeping students focussed and calm. The
message the school has been giving students since they entered senior school is to just do their best as this is all we can
expect. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions at any time during the exam period.
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Year 10 Exams

by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 9-10
The Year 10 Exams will be held from Monday 22 November through to Friday 26 November inclusive (Week 7). Each exam is
scheduled for a total time of 2 hours and 10 minutes and all students in Year 10 will be required to sit their exams for their four
MESH areas (Mathematics, English, Science and HASS). In addition, any student who is studying a language, Special Art or
AXSELL/Special Tennis will also be required to sit an exam for these courses. These exams will be held on Friday 26 November
in the morning and afternoon.
During this week, all Year 10 classes will be suspended and students will NOT be required to attend classes except for their
specific exams. The idea of suspending classes is to provide students with an opportunity to use the time effectively and
study whilst at home. This is what happens in Senior School and these exams are designed to prepare them for their Semester
1 exams in Year 11. These exams are an integral aspect of final year academic results and therefore must be taken seriously by
all students.
Once each exam is completed, students must immediately leave the school grounds and not loiter either around the school,
or the Westfield Booragoon Shopping Centre.
For more explicit information on the format and rules associated with exams, please open and read the article here. Students
will also be provided with the rules and expectations of this exam period through SEQTA. Please ensure your child is VERY
clear of the rules and expections.
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Final After School Study Hacks Session – Thursday 11 November
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 9-10

The final After School Study Hacks session is scheduled for Thursday 11 November from 3.004.00pm. This session will have a primary focus on ‘EXAM TECHNIQUES’ for each of the MESH
Learning Areas. Understanding ‘how to maximise’ the time allocated in the exams, what to
spend time on and how much time to allocate for each section is a pivotal skill which takes
time to develop. In addition, each Learning Area’s exams have different requirements, ranging
from multiple choice, short answer and extended response type questions. Knowing how to
‘attack’ each individual exam will be the primary focus of this session with explicit activities
for each Learning Area. Please ensure your child attends these sessions.
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Interschool Athletics Carnival
by Rob Sciascia

The 2021 Track & Field was a memorable one. With heavy downpours and gusts of 50kmh, it took all the discipline and
resilience from our athletes to stay at the top of their game. The PE staff were extremely pleased and impressed with the
resilience and general positive vibe emanating from the athletes despite the shivering conditions. Applecross ended the day
in 5th position which means next year we will compete in B Division once again. There were many standout athletes on the
day and several jaw dropping moments.
Applecross would like to particularly acknowledge the efforts of the following students who competed in five or more events
on the day and should be commended for their incredible dedication:
Year

Name

No. of Events

Year

Name

No. of Events

7

Erin Thompson

7

8

Alexander Redmile

5

8

Alice Stevens

7

10

Erika Smits

5

9

Kester Sunkar

6

9

Charlotte Patten

5

10

Taia Sanders

6

9

Luke Torr

5

12

Faithful Adigun

6

12

Kelly Hiles

5

8

Josiah Das

5

12

Alicia Schmidt

5

We would also like to sincerely thank and congratulate all the senior school students who made time and displayed their
personal best considering the extremely busy schedule with exams. It is incredible for Applecross to have so many excellent
role models leading the team to these prestigious events. Thank you to all the parents and staff who consistently support our
students in their sporting endeavours.
Congratulations to all the athletes and staff who made these events possible. We look forward to improving our form next
year, with a podium position in our sights.
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Manager of Student Learning
by Naomi Clifton

Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA)
Some students in Years 10, 11 and 12 have recently sat the OLNA and received their results. You may have heard
about OLNA, but are not sure what it’s all about.
OLNA stands for the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment. In order
to demonstrate the required literacy and numeracy standards for the
Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE), some students are
expected to sit this assessment. The School Curriculum and Standards Authority (Authority) awards the WACE at the
end of Year 12 to students who have met all the requirements. You can find more about the requirements on the
Authority website at www.scsa.wa.edu.au under Years 11 and 12 > The WACE > WACE Requirements.
Since 2018, the Applecross Senior High School Business Plan has aimed to increase the percentage of students who
achieve a satisfactory performance or higher in the OLNA testing (Reading and Writing) by the end of Year 10,
starting with a minimum of 90%.
We are proud to report that this target has been achieved in all years of our 2018 – 2022 Business Plan thus far.
Calendar Year

Academic Year

Reading

Writing

2018

10

93% qualified

90% qualified

2019

10

93% qualified

92% qualified

2020

10

93% qualified

93% qualified

2021

10

98% qualified

99% qualified

As a result of our focus on OLNA and the intervention strategies we have implemented, not only have our current
Year 10s achieved an outstanding qualification rate, but our Years 10, 11 and 12s have demonstrated WACE
qualification rates above that of our Like Schools in consecutive years.
Calendar Year
2020

2021

Academic Year

Numeracy

Reading

Writing

11

97%

99%

100%

12

100%

100%

99%

11

97%

98%

98%

12

99%

100%

100%

Some students prequalify for the literacy and numeracy requirement through their performance in the Year 9
NAPLAN test. We will inform you whether your child needs to the sit the OLNA, which is held in March and
September each year, starting in Year 10. This means students will have up to six opportunities before the end of
Year 12 to meet the requirement.
Students who do not demonstrate the literacy and numeracy standard, by the time they exit senior secondary
schooling, can apply to the Authority to re-sit the OLNA at any age.
If you want to know more, go to the Authority’s website and look under Years 11 and 12 > Assessment > OLNA.
There you will find more information, answers to frequently asked questions and a brief video. You can also send
questions to olna@scsa.wa.edu.au.
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Not Returning to Applecross In 2022?
If your child is not returning to Applecross in 2022, please inform the school via the link
below as soon as possible.
Your assistance in this matter is very much appreciated. Thank you!
Click here for the link.
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eyes on VET

by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET and to Term 4!
It was wonderful to see all the amazing achievements at the Year 12 Awards Assembly. Congratulations to all our award
winners, and all those who may not have won an award but worked to their best of their ability through Year 12.
Special congratulations to our VET Award winners:
School-Based Traineeship – Isabella Pitaro
VET Manager’s External Course – Flynn Burden
Workplace Learning – Sage Sweetman
These top VET students were also successful in gaining interviews for the SCSA VET Awards, along with Sancia
Devonshire, Jacob Jensen, and Neve Mayhew, and are now waiting to see if they make it to the next stage of the
Awards process.
I felt privileged to be invited to share a final meal with the Year 12 'first ever' VET Connect Hospitality group, along with
Mrs Coleman and Mr Belotti. The students made American Burgers and milkshakes… what a truly fabulous group of
students, and I sincerely thank them for the kind invitation… and delicious food.
Year 11 VET Connect students have had a terrific opportunity to use the exam break to catch up on any work they may
have been behind in from school or their external course. Some took advantage of this extra time off to pick up more
Workplace Learning to increase their total hours for the year. All hours completed in the Workplace Learning program
will show on the Year 12 Statement of Results, so this total can be very impressive for alternative University entry, TAFE
or other external courses, as well as for employment and apprenticeship opportunities.
With only four weeks left of Year 11, I will be working closely with the VET Connect students to check that they are all set
to start any new courses in Year 12, and Workplace Learning in Week 1 next year.

Spotlight on Year 10 Work Experience in Week 9

Just a reminder that Year 10 students all have the opportunity to complete a week of work experience in Week 9. Work
Experience encourages students to engage in employment in a particular field of personal interest. The students gain
invaluable skills and experience from participating in this opportunity, and it is beneficial to be able to include this work
in a Resume for casual employment and TAFE or Alternative Entry to University applications in the future. It can also
assist students in making decisions about their future pathways.
Students can collect information about Year 10 work experience from the VET Office or from Connect. Employer details
for placements need to be returned to the VET Office for processing by end of Week 5, Friday 12 November.
I hope to see many students take up this great opportunity.

eyes on VET

by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

Thalia Lange at the Education
Department

Poppy McCorry at Henderson
Health Care

Oscar Knight at NJP
Electrical

Bianca-Lillie Clack at the
Department of Health

… Camillo Rothwell (Year 10 VET Connect), who successfully gained a
School-Based Traineeship at Reece Plumbing in Myaree, where he will gain a
Certificate II in Warehousing
…Kyara Truninger (Year 10 VET Connect), who successfully gained a School-Based Traineeship at Subway Melville,
where she will gain a Certificate II in Retail
…to 16 Year 10 VET Connect students who completed a week at SM TAFE where they completed a Construction Work
Ready Program and gained their White Card in preparation for their work placements next year
…Sage Sweetman (Year 12 VET Connect), who successfully completed her Certificate IV in Dental Assisting at DNA
Kingston
…our Year 12 VET Award Winners

		

Please keep your

Isabella Pitaro		

eyes on VET

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington
VET Manager



Flynn Burden 		

in the next Parent Update.

Sage Sweetman

From the Health Centre

by Pauline Chambers R.N. - Community Health Nurse

ASTHMA FIRST AID
1

SIT THE PERSON
UPRIGHT

2

GIVE 4 SEPARATE
PUFFS OF BLUE/
GREY RELIEVER
PUFFER

Be calm and reassuring
Do not leave them alone

How to wash your hands

Shake puffer
Put 1 puff into spacer
Take 4 breaths from spacer

With soap and water

– Repeat until 4 puffs have been taken
OR give 2 separate inhalations of Bricanyl (6 years or older)
OR give 1 inhalation of Symbicort Turbuhaler (12 years or older)
OR give 2 puffs of Symbicort Rapihaler through a spacer (12 years or older)
If no spacer available: Take 1 puff as you take 1 slow, deep breath and
hold breath for as long as comfortable. Repeat until all puffs are given

3

WAIT 4 MINUTES

OR give 1 more inhalation of Bricanyl
OR give 1 more inhalation of Symbicort Turbuhaler
OR give 2 puffs of Symbicort Rapihaler through a spacer

Say ‘ambulance’ and that someone is having
an asthma attack

DIAL TRIPLE
ZERO (000)

1

2

Wet hands,
then apply soap

Lather for at least 20 seconds.
Pay attention to the backs of
hands and fingers, fingernails
and the webbing between fingers

If there is no improvement, give 4 more
separate puffs of blue/grey reliever as above

IF THERE IS STILL NO IMPROVEMENT

4

Steps 1–4 below should take 40–60 seconds.

4

3

Dry hands with
a clean towel, or
fresh paper towel

Rinse hands under
running water

Keep giving 4 separate puffs every 4 minutes
until emergency assistance arrives
OR give 1 inhalation of a Bricanyl or Symbicort Turbuhaler every 4
minutes – up to a max of 4 more inhalations of Symbicort Turbuhaler
OR give 2 puffs of Symbicort Rapihaler through a spacer every 4
minutes – up to a max of 8 more puffs of Symbicort Rapihaler

With hand sanitiser

1
CALL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IMMEDIATELY AND
DIAL TRIPLE ZERO (000) IF:

Translating and
Interpreting Service
131 450

the person is not breathing
the person’s asthma suddenly becomes worse or is not improving
the person is having an asthma attack and a reliever is not available
you are not sure if it is asthma
the person is known to have anaphylaxis – follow their Anaphylaxis
Action Plan, then give Asthma First Aid
Blue/grey reliever medication is unlikely to harm, even if the person does
not have asthma.

2

Rub all surfaces of both hands

3

Rub hands together until dry

Apply enough
product to
cover
both hands

1800 ASTHMA
(1800 278 462)

asthma.org.au

healthywa.wa.gov.au/protectyourself

©Asthma Australia 2020
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"Would you like to represent your community
group within Applecross Senior High?

Would you like to learn more about the hard work
that goes on ‘in the background’ to help educate
and nurture your child?
Have you ever considered joining the School

Board?"

Now is the time to step up, and nominate to
become a Community or Parent Board Member.
The role of the Board is one of advisory and approval. You need to be open
minded, solution focussed, and a team player. The Board does not intervene
in the control or management of the school, but rather partners the school on
their journey to deliver exceptional education.
Your commitment includes attending two Thursday night meetings each term
from 5:30 pm — 7:00 pm, along with the opportunity to attend school and
community events to represent the Board.
What you can bring to the table through work and life experience, as well as
connections to various industry and community groups, is always a value add.
To find out more, follow these links below for specific Board information.
SCHOOL BOARD

ROLE OF THE BOARD

If you are ready to apply, follow this link for an application pack.
BOARD APPLICATION FORM

PARENT MEMBER

COMMUNITY MEMBER

Voted by school parents

Voted by the Board

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
26/11/2021

APPLICATIONS CLOSE
22/11/2021

(Parents voting open 29/11 - 3/12)

(Board votes 25/11)

Social Media Highlights

Reece Brown-Neaves

Isla Hodgskin

Sam Hesp, Abhi Tankala, Zach
Iskandar and Jaehyun Kwon

Molly Rovis-Hermann - Artwork selected by City of Melville

Year 8 Mindfulness/Yoga

Year 9 Dance Class -

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of
weeks.
Website		
Facebook
Instagram

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
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Community Notices
WAAPA Summer School 2022
Join us on campus at WAAPA in January 2022! This summer WAAPA is offering a range of performing arts courses
as part of our school holiday program for secondary school students. Classes for young people from Year 7 to 12 in
Acting, Drama, Screen performance, Jazz and Music Theatre mean there is something for everyone with a passion
for the arts. Our wonderful staff cater for all abilities and experience levels. For information about the many
courses on offer please visit waapa.ecu.edu.au/summer-school or contact Gabrielle Metcalf at explore.waapa@ecu.edu.
au or 9370 6775.
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Year 10 Parent Examination Instructions – Semester 2 2021
Parent Information: Examination Structure

(Please note there are separate instructions for Students available
to view on SEQTA)

The Semester 2 examinations are being held during Week 7 (Monday 22 November through to Friday 26 November
inclusive) and students are not expected to attend their classes during this week. All Year 10 students will be required
to sit a minimum of four exams during this time in their MESH courses including, English, Mathematics, Science and
HASS.
Additionally, students who are completing courses in AXSELL/ Specialist Tennis, Languages or Special Art will also be
required to attend these exams at the designated time.
All examinations will go for 2 hours (120 minutes) plus 10 minutes reading time. All students are expected to be
present at the examination room at least 20 minutes prior to the commencement of each scheduled exam.
All students will be able to check their examination timetable via SEQTA (an altered timetable will appear for all of Week
7). The exams will be conducted during school hours; however, they will not run as per our current class times. Therefore
it is vital that students are aware of start and finish times.
Students will be expected to attend school in full uniform. At the conclusion of the examination, they will be required to
leave school grounds and go home (unless they have an afternoon exam). Once they have left school grounds, they
will not be allowed to loiter in/ or around Westfield Booragoon Shopping Centre during this time. The security
team at Westfield Booragoon are aware of our arrangements and will direct students to leave the centre.
FAQ
Q1.
A.

What happens if my child is ill on the day of the exam?
If your child is too ill to come to school and sit the exam, they will be required to download a school Sickness
and Misadventure form and attach all relevant medical documentation to it, for submission and approval from
the Associate Principal, Ms Toni Jones.
These forms are available in the ‘Documents’ section in SEQTA. If you have difficulties downloading the
document, you may collect a form from Student Services.

Q2.
A.

Can my child remain at school after their exam?
No, they must leave the school grounds and head home. Alternatively, they can go to the Melville Public
Library.

Q3.

If my child does not have an exam in the morning but one in the afternoon, can they come to school
and use the library to study?
Yes. However, they will not be permitted to roam around the school during class time.

A.

If you have any other queries relating to the exams, expectations or format, please contact either:
•
•
•

Ms Toni Jones - Associate Principal
Mr Brad Snell - Program Coordinator
Ms Ebony Morrison - Year 10 Coordinator

(toni.jones@education.wa.edu.au)
(brad.snell@education.wa.edu.au)
(ebony.morrison@education.wa.edu.au)

Toni Jones
Associate Principal (Years 9-10)
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