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Parent Update Term 4 /Week 1
 15th October 2021

IN THIS EDITION IMPORTANT DATES

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

19th October
• Interschool Athletics 

Carnival
• Year 12 Dinner Dance

20th October
• Year 12 Final Day and 

Awards Assembly
• Music Support Group 

Meeting (7.30pm)

21st October
• School Board Meeting

21st Oct - 1st Nov
• Year 11 Exams

26th - 28th October
• Super Science

29th October
• Year 12 Art Grad Show
• Year 9 & 10 Fundraiser 

Bandana Day
• World Teachers’ Day

30th October
• Year 11 Drama Prac Exam
• YOHFEST Final

1st - 19th  November
• Year 12 WACE Exams 

commence

2nd - 4th November
• Super Science

4th November
• Tennis Presentation Night

8th November
• School Tour
• Year 9 River Cruise

12th November
• School Girls Tennis Carnival

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


Update from the Principal 
Dear Parents and Guardians 

Term 4 has begun very smoothly, with both staff and students benefiting from a well-earned break. The Year 12 students will 
complete their formal classes and finish school with the traditional final assembly and "Dress Up Day" on Wednesday 20th 
October. This is both a stressful and exciting time for the Year 12s as they finish school and focus on trying to optimise their 
chances of TAFE or University entry. We wish all Year 12 ATAR students the very best for their revision prior to the WACE exams 
commencing in November. The Year 11s will soon commence their Semester Two exams, and the Year 7s will move out of the 
North Block to accommodate the Year 11 and WACE exams. This email contains a few quick updates and reminders of other 
current school events and activities.

Staff changes for Term 4  
Caroline Crofton (HASS) – we welcome back Caroline following her time at SIDE.
Renae Callander (Science) – Renae has joined us to replace Dave Roberts who left at the end of last term.
Sophie Cawley (Maths) – Sophie is returning from leave and has taken over Huw Macey’s classes. Welcome back!

There have also been various other teacher changes, involving existing staff, as a result of staff leaving at the end of Term 4. 

Student Leadership Update
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to the key student leadership positions for 2022: 

Head Boy Mason Calter Head Girl Emma Main
Deputy Head Boy Gabriel Halden Deputy Head Girl Sienna Johnston

P&C Meeting- Change of Date
The next P&C Meeting will now occur on Monday, 1st November 2021 at 5:30 pm in the Staffroom. This will be listed as a Special 
Meeting as this meeting is not on the school calendar. The End of Year social gathering will be held as indicated on the school's 
calendar on Monday, 15th November 2021, at 5:30 pm.
The President would like to acknowledge the incredible contribution made by retiring P&C Treasurer Chris Lavender. Chris has 
been involved in the P&C or school in a variety of volunteer roles since 2006 and has had a profound impact.  Thank you to 
Narelle Pearce, who has volunteered to be treasurer for the remainder of the year.

COVID Vaccinations
There have been media reports that students will be able to receive COVID-19 Vaccinations in secondary schools during Term 
4. We have not received any indication that this will occur at Applecross SHS this term. Parents who want to get their children 
vaccinated are advised to make bookings at local GP's or Chemists. All students will require parents approval to receive a 
vaccination.

No Traffic Wardens Riseley St
There is a current shortage of Traffic Wardens in WA, which has had a big impact on the Riseley Street crossings in both the 
mornings and afternoons throughout 2021. Unfortunately, there will be no relief staff available to cover the position on Glencoe 
Road for the first week and a half of school, this term.

Any parent interested in receiving training to act as temporary or relief Traffic Warden can contact The Traffic Wardens State 
Management Unit (TWSMU) on 6274 8731.
 
Please encourage students to be vigilant whilst crossing without the warden's presence.

Bike Enclosure
The school has now constructed a new $12,000 bike enclosure to enhance security of students' bikes.

Thank you to the generosity of parents who have paid their P&C Levies and to the school P&C for funding the project.

Best wishes
Paul Leech
 Return to beginning



The Importance of Monitoring Your Child's Social Media
by Paul Currie - Associate Principal Years 7-8

Social media has a growing impact on school students, and they 
introduce outside influences to students, some good and some bad. 
Therefore, it is critical that parents monitor exactly what their children 
are being exposed to and then act accordingly to moderate these 
powerful influences.

An excellent example of this is a recent Tiktok trend that is sweeping the 
world right now. It is called "devious licks". As part of this, it influences 
high school and university students to vandalise property, most 
commonly bathrooms, and post their results on the social media app.

This has caused schools to have to shut down facilities and lock bathrooms, which obviously has a negative effect 
upon their student bodies and thus exacerbates social anxiety for some students. 

Social media can pray upon the young who are more prone to impulsive behaviours because the part of the brain 
responsible for logical thought has not been fully formed. Because children's problem-solving abilities are not as 
developed as ours, I urge parents to walk their children through this process.

Doing this will allow you to prevent your child from making mistakes that have serious consequences. We wish 
to ensure that every Applecross SHS student abides by our ethos of being mutually respectful and achieving 
their personal best. We do not want this trend to take hold here, specifically having our students use their mobile 
phones at school [which is banned] to upload inappropriate imagery. 

Would you please check your child's social media and avoid receiving a call from us that you may not want to take.
Return to beginning

Year 12 Mock Exam Review
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 11-12

As you are aware, the Year 12 students have recently finished their Mock Exams and their Practical WACE Exams. 
Students generally followed all requirements for these exams, which was very positive. There were a few issues 
with students following exam rules. These are rules written by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority and 
apply to all students sitting the exams in the state. The main issues were students with water bottles that were 
not clear; a student had a mobile phone in their pocket; rulers that did not meet requirements; calculator covers 
being brought into the exam, and students not writing in pen. These rules are extremely strictly enforced in the 
WACE exams, and there are penalties for some of these breaches and items will be confiscated if they do not meet 
requirements.

Parents and students have been sent the exam requirements in a Connect notice. Please make sure that your child 
is aware of what is acceptable. I would like to again encourage parents to be fully aware of exam schedules for 
your child. Students are under a lot of pressure at the moment, and simple mistakes can be easily made. There 
is no capacity for a student to sit an exam if they miss the scheduled time. This is an SCSA rule, and there are no 
exceptions. Any student who misses an exam must fill in a Sickness Misadventure Form and return it to the SCSA 
or to the school. Any absence due to illness or injury must be covered by a medical certificate.

Return to beginning

Year 11 News
by Rex Lilleyman - Associate Principal Years 11-12

Year 11 Exams
Year 11 ATAR exams begin Thursday, October 21. Students are not required to attend school during this time unless 
they have an exam. It would be appreciated if parents/guardians could ensure that students are aware of when 
their exams are scheduled.

Year 12 Early Start
The final Year 11 exam is scheduled for Monday, November 1. All students are required to return to school the 
next day, November 2. They will then begin the Year 12 course. This four week period will allow additional time for 
students to cover content and get a head start on the Year 12 course. It is very important that students return from 
exams ready to work. During these four weeks, there will be assessments that will contribute to the final Year 12 
mark and grade.

Return to beginning



Year 9 News
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 9-10

Year 9 River Cruise – Week 5 (Monday 8 November)
Students will be invited to attend the annual River Cruise, held on 
Monday night in Week 5. Students must have maintained their Good 
Standing to be able to attend. Please keep an eye out for both Connect 
and SEQTA notices for more details of this event.

Speed Careering – Week 6 (Thursday 18 November)
All Year 9 students will participate in a 'Speed Careering' day on 
Thursday 18 November at school. Please keep an eye out for more 
information on the Year 9 CONNECT page.

Return to beginning

Year 10 News
by Toni Jones - Associate Principal Years 9-10

Year 10 Academic Progress
This term is a very busy one for all Year 10 students. We will continue to monitor all students' academic progress 
and achievement, especially those who have chosen an ATAR pathway for 2022. Past performance is the best 
predictor of future performance. We will be using this information to counsel students should we feel they are in 
danger of being unsuccessful in courses they are not suited for in Senior School. If you have any concerns from a 
parent perspective, please contact either Brad Snell or Toni Jones to set up an appointment.

All Year 10 students should be working conscientiously towards their exams and actively studying regularly, 
irrespective of their 2022 chosen course of study. This is the time to set up positive habits to ensure success next 
year.

CONNECT and SEQTA Notices
Please keep monitoring your CONNECT and SEQTA notices throughout all of this term. Year 10 students have many 
activities occurring in Term 4, and they will need to maintain their organisation and ensure they do not miss out on 
anything! Please see the list of activities and timelines below. Please contact either Brad Snell or Ebony Morrison 
via email for more information on any of these items.

• Week 1 – 2022 Student Council nominations
• Week 2 – Interschool Athletics carnival (Tuesday 19 October) Selected students
• Week 2 – After school Study Hacks
• Week 3 – Student council voting
• Week 4 – After school Study Hacks
• Week 7 – Year 10 Exams all week (please check SEQTA next week for their timetable and specific instructions 

for attendance and preparation)
• Week 8 – River Cruise (Tuesday 30 November) – students will receive an invite if they have maintained their 

Good Standing.
• Week 9 – Year 10 students selected to attend CORE Camp
• Week 9 – Students who have arranged to go out on Work Experience – Please check with Melinda Kennington 

(Melinda.kennington@education.wa.edu.au)  by the end of Week 2 for confirmation
• Week 9 – Outdoor Ed Students Rottnest Excursion
• Week 10 – Academic Awards assembly  Return to beginning

New SMS Number To Report Absences : 0437 280 794
From Monday 25th October, Applecross SHS  will be implementing a new SMS system to send text messages to parents/
guardians/caregivers to notify us of an unexplained absence or late arrival of their child. SMS may also be used to provide 
information to parents such as school community notices and emergency/unplanned events such as school closures.

From Monday 25th October 2021, at 9.30 am, parents will be informed by SMS to their mobile phone each time their child 
is absent, and an explanation has not already been provided to the school. If your child is absent and a reason has been 
provided before 8 am, the day of the absence,  you will not receive a text message.  Please note that this is earlier than our 
previous system, and we request that for appointments known in advance, parents SMS as soon as they have confirmed the 
appointment so that we can log this in our system.  

Further details will be available on our school website. We appreciate your support in implementing this new system, and if you 
have any further queries, please contact Mrs Amanda MacDonald on 9314 9354.   Return to beginning

mailto:Melinda.kennington%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=


NAPLAN Online Summary
by Naomi Clifton - Manager of Student Learning

In 2021 our Year 7 and 9 students completed NAPLAN Online on their own devices for the first time. Our data has arrived and 
we are proud to report that our students have continued to demonstrate excellent achievement and progress. 

Since the beginning of 2018, Literacy has been identified as a whole school priority in our Business Plan. In 2018, the 
Applecross Senior High School community withstood a downward trend which was being demonstrated in Secondary 
Writing results nationally. In 2019, our Year Seven and Nine students demonstrated Literacy results which were beyond those 
of our Like Schools. Due to COVID19, NAPLAN was cancelled in 2020; however, in 2021, our students have continued to shine. 
Our average scores increased and were above those of our Like Schools in all four domains of the Literacy assessments in 
Year 9.  Our average Grammar and Punctuation score in Year 9 was outstanding! Year 9 longitudinal date shown below:

Applecross Senior High School performed at the expected standard for our school 
in all of the National Assessment Plan - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests. The 
data from these assessments will now be used to make further improvements to our 
school and teaching initiatives. We look forward to continuing our work with you in 
these areas of development. 

 Return to beginning 



SchoolTV - This Month's Topic 
This months topic for SchoolTV is Diet and Nutrition.

Overview:
Families today, with school-age children, have very busy schedules. This can sometimes make it hard to sit down to 
homemade meals every day when there is such an abundance of pre-packaged and processed food at the available. However, 
it is still important to teach your kids healthy eating habits. Diet and nutrition is crucial to your child’s development. Not only 
can it prevent many chronic diseases, but it also impacts on your child’s brain development and learning abilities.

There are many benefits to incorporating a healthy diet and good nutrition. It can stabilise your child’s energy, improve their 
mood and maintain a healthy weight. Not only will it improve their general wellbeing, but it can also have a positive impact on 
their mental health helping prevent anxiety, depression and ADHD.

Return to beginning

Year 12 School Reports and Email Access
by Admin Computing

Once the school year concludes (16th December), Year 12 students and parents will no 
longer have access to school reports and their student email account.  

We encourage students to download all school reports and transfer/save any information 
they require from their student email account prior to this date.

Return to beginning

New School Uniform Addition
by Marta Pitaro

The School Board has recently approved an undergarment (white long sleeve t-shirt with logo) that 
can be worn under the current uniform (see picture on the right).

The undergarment is now available for purchase from Uniform Concepts at the cost of $20.

 Return to beginning 

2022 Year 12 Personal Items List
by Rebecca McInnes

The 2022 Year 12 Personal Items list has been uploaded to our website. Items can be ordered from Campion, with a close date 
of 8th October.

Click here for details. Return to beginning

Not Returning to Applecross In 2022
If your child is not returning to Applecross in 2022, please inform the school via the link 
below as soon as possible. 

Your assistance in this matter is very much appreciated. Thank you!

Click here for the link. Return to beginning

https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/diet-nutrition
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/personal-items-lists/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/students-leaving-applecross-shs-in-2022/


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET and to Term 4!

I hope all students had a wonderful break. Term 4 is always a very busy one with the finalisation of Year 12 results, Year 
11s starting Year 12 work during the term (as well as ensuring that all Year 11 work is completed on time), Year 10 Work 
Experience opportunities, and the Work Readiness Program with the new VET Connect student continues full steam 
ahead in preparation for 2022.
Since my last update, six of the nine students who were nominated for the SCSA VET Awards were successful in 
making it to the next stage of the VET Awards process, which required an interview this past week with a panel of 
judges. Following these interviews, students may be awarded Certificates of Excellence in VET, and if ranked first in the 
selection process for a VET Certificate of Excellence, they may be awarded a VET Exhibition Award in their industry area. 
A maximum of one Exhibition is awarded in each VET industry area. 

Students awarded a VET Exhibition then proceed to the final stage of the VET Awards process, and could be awarded 
the Beazley Medal: VET, which is awarded to the eligible student who has demonstrated the most outstanding overall 
performance in a VET Certificate II or higher and in their other WACE achievements.  

Best wishes to all of these very successful students! I look forward to seeing the final outcomes of these Awards in 
January.

Spotlight on an upcoming Webinar for Parents – ‘Preparing Today’s Learners for 
Uncertainty’

'Uncertainty Tolerance' (UT), or how we process and respond to 
unknown or complex situations, is increasingly recognised as an 
essential workplace skill. Uncertainties in the workplace are ever-
present and we’ve seen shared, global experiences of this with the 
uncertainties surrounding work during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

On Tuesday, 9 November, Associate Professor Michelle Lazarus will 
discuss the impacts of UT on students, and outline some strategies to help parents to support 
their children to improve their UT to prepare them for their futures in further education and 
work.  Register here.

Snapshots around the workplace....

I look forward to sharing some photos of our students at their work placements in the next 
edition…

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fattendee.gotowebinar.com%2Fregister%2F1213662242126413580&data=04%7C01%7Cmelinda.kennington%40education.wa.edu.au%7C1b46b809e9f7499d397108d98c6d824d%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637695224258617058%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pQi5AL4RPHtV0slXhXTI70sOve4Lnh8bTvWZIfL6AkQ%3D&reserved=0


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

… Jazmin Reynolds (Year 11 VET Connect) on her recent sign-up for a 
third School Based Traineeship, where she will complete a Certificate III 
in Hospitality after completing her Certificate II in Hospitality through a 
traineeship at The Coffee Club.

…Sancia Devonshire, Sage Sweetman, Flynn Burden, Jacob Jensen, 
Isabella Pitaro (Year 12 VET Connect), Neve Mayhew (Year 12) who have reached the next stage of the SCSA VET 
Awards process.

…to the 16 Year 10 students who completed a 3 day Try A Trade at Skill Hire in the last week of last term.

Try a Trade

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   
VET Manager

 Return to beginning

Jazmin Reynolds at her SBT sign up



 
Below is a timetable of events happening around the school. 

Please feel free to drop in at any time without needing to sign up. 

 
ENJOY  

TERM 4 
SPORT DAYS LOCATION SUPERVISOR 

Volleyball Club 7 - 9 Monday Gymnasium Miss Gianotti/Mr. Sciascia 
Volleyball Club 10 - 11 Tuesday Gymnasium Miss Gianotti/Mr. Uppill 
Swimming - All Years Monday (From Week 5) Pool Mr Laycock/Miss Morrison 
Water Polo - All Years Thursday (From Week 5) Pool Mr Uppill 
Fitness - All Years Monday & Thursday Fitness Room Andy Saxton 

 

 
Non-Sporting Activities 

CoderDojo & Robotics Monday 3 - 4pm C115 Miss Collier and Mr. Murphy 

French Club Wednesday 3 - 4pm C113 Mr Coret 

E-Sports/E-Games Tues, Wed, Thurs @ Recess Auditorium Mr Naude 

Zen/Mindfulness/Silent Work Every day After School Art Rooms Various Art Staff 

Drama Club Monday 3 - 5pm PAC Miss Talbot 

D&D Club Wednesday 3 - 4.30pm P101 Miss Talbot 

Guitar Tuesday & Thursday 
Recess/Lunch 

C222 or C223 Mr Wilding 

Chess Club Monday & Wednesday Recess C107 Mr Saxton 

Games Club Tuesday & Friday Lunch C107 Mr Saxton 

Breakfast Club Friday 7.15 – 8.15am C107 Mr Saxton & Helpers 

 

Students, please note: 

Sessions will go from 3-4 pm unless stated otherwise. 
You do not need to sign up for these events, and it is not compulsory to attend the same event each week.  
These sessions are based on participation and enjoyment. However, should you wish to set up competitions, those can be arranged with your supervisor. 

Please check the notice board outside the Gym and read SEQTA announcements for any schedule changes due to emergencies and staff meetings. 
For any queries or concerns, please see Mr Sciascia in the Physical Education office. 
I wish you all a fantastic 2021  

 

Canteen News 
We have started the last term of the year with a new, lighter summer menu, and it has been a 
huge success already with both staff and students! We have lots of fresh offerings, including 
burritos, fish, sweet potato wedges and salad and gozleme, along with most of your favourites, so 
if you need some lunch inspiration come on down and see us!

Fresh products take a bit more work, of course, so we still need lots of volunteers this term.  If you 
or anyone you know has some time, please email, call or text us to join in the fun, meet new faces 
and get to know our school community – you’ll love it.  Any time between 9:30 am - 2:00 pm 
would be most helpful - just email cremillar@gmail.com or call 0449 808 008.

Cheers and hope to see you soon,
Cre and the canteen gals

Return to beginning

Extra Curricular Activities
by Robert Sciascia

. Return to beginning

mailto:cremillar%40gmail.com?subject=


Social Media Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/ Return to beginning

2021 Colour Run

Year 10 GATE Students Work in Progress

Noble Animals -  Work in Progress

https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/


Community Notices
 

 
Perth Goju Karate teaches karate classes in your local area. 
 
A special offer for the school’s students - 4 WEEKS FREE beginners karate lessons! 
 
Classes are held after school and are a great way for children of all ages to learn self-
defense in a fun and safe environment.  
 
We also teach classes for teens and adults and they are fantastic for fitness, wellbeing and 
of course, self-defense. 
 
Classes continue over the school holidays (with a short break over the Christmas period) 
which makes it perfect for the kids who are looking to try something on the holidays. 
 
Karate has many benefits which include confidence, respect, discipline and fitness. 
 
Call now to take advantage of this 4 week trial. 

 
Sensei Johnny Moran - 0402 830 402 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

                                                                                   FINAL ATAR EXAM FOCUS &  
                                                                                   MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM                   

 
Year 12 Program starts Sat 23 Oct 

                                                                                                    Years 7 to 11 Program starts Sat 16 Oct 
 

Exam Focus Program for Year 11 & 12 students 
-    Last intense program before final exams 
- Broader range of subjects included      
Master Class Program for Year 7 to 10 students 
-     Weekly tutorial classes held throughout the 
      school term 

 
Classes held at Christ Church Grammar School                 *20% school discount per subject* 

 
 
-10 

ENROL NOW 
www.mastermindaustralia.com.au 

MASTERMIND AUSTRALIA 
Ph: 9342 2000 mob: 0488 102 907  

email: admin@mastermindaustralia.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVER is a school holiday STEM program for year 9 and 10 students 
consisting of three days of 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will explore Curtin University, learn about STEM career pathways 
and gain experience in fields that are important to the State of WA:  

 

 

 

 

 

Ticket price: $160 (including GST). 

To join us at DISCOVER, register here: 
https://bit.ly/39OFi0g  

1188tthh  ––  2200tthh  JJaann  22002222  

HHaannddss--oonn  
WWoorrkksshhooppss  

PPhhDD  SSttuuddeenntt  
TTaallkkss  

IInnnnoovvaattoorrss  
EExxppoo  

TToouurrss  AArroouunndd  
CCuurrttiinn  

MMIINNIINNGG  AANNDD  EENNEERRGGYY  

HHEEAALLTTHH  AANNDD  MMEEDDIICCAALL  SSCCIIEENNCCEE  

AAGGRRIICCUULLTTUURREE  

EENNVVIIRROONNMMEENNTT  

TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY  

SSPPAACCEE  AANNDD  AASSTTRROONNOOMMYY  
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Dates: Monday, 25 October to 
            Thursday, 19 November 2021
Venue: AH Bracks Library + Creative Space
Address: Corner Stock Road and Canning Highway, Melville

AH Bracks Library + Creative Space is here to support you!
 

ATAR can be a stressful time so we're creating study spaces to help get you
through exam preparation.

ATAR
STUDY
SPACE

Tea, coffee 
and Milo provided. 

 

Don't forget to
bring your study

snacks!

Additional study
spaces, including a

study hall and
more throughout

the library 

Extended opening
hours until

9.00pm for ATAR
students, Monday

to Thursday

https://www.theexamexperts.com.au/

