
Parent Update
Update from The Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians

Another very busy and productive term has almost come to an end and I’m sure staff and 
students are all looking forward to a well-deserved break. Our Year 12 ATAR students have now 
commenced their ‘Mock’ exams and these will continue during the holidays in preparation 
for the WACE exams in early November. I’m sure many of our Year 12’s are surprised at how 
quickly the last few months have gone, but are also looking forward to finishing up all their 
work and getting through the exams. They have been an excellent year group and we wish 
them well over the next few weeks and beyond. I’m confident that the hard work they have 
done will get them the rewards that they deserve.

Day 1 Term 4
A reminder that due to the School Development Day on Monday, students commence Term 4 
on Tuesday October 12.

COVID -19 Update
As you may have heard, all Western Australians aged 12 to 15 are now eligible for a COVID-19 
vaccine. The Department of Health has also announced it is offering allocated times for school 
students, aged 16 years and over, and school-based staff to access WA Health clinics. More 
information about clinic locations can be found on the HealthyWA website. 

Please find a link here to a letter from the Chief Health Officer, providing details about the 
clinics, including information about consent.

The Education Minister has also announced that vaccinations will be offered in a select 
group of 20 schools commencing in Term 4. These schools are all Agricultural Colleges with 
boarding facilities or Education Support Centres. I am not aware of any plans for vaccinations 
to be provided at Applecross SHS. Please be assured that all school students will require 
parental consent in order to be vaccinated. If you have any questions or concerns about 
vaccinating your child, please visit the HealthyWA website.

Funding for additional cleaning and other COVID minimisation strategies will remain in place 
for Term 4. Parents are reminded that the school COVID planning documents and resources 
are now available on our webpage. 

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal

Term 3 /Week 10
 22nd September 2021

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

IMPORTANT DATES

Until 24th Sept
OLNA

22nd Sept - 8th Oct
Year 12 Mock Exams

24th September
Last day Term 3

25th Sept - 17th Oct
Year 12 WACE Practical 
Exams

11th October
School Development Day 
(Student Free Day)

12th October
Term 4 commences for 
students

13th October
Year 12 ATAR Students 
Return

13th October
After School Study Hacks

19th October
Interschool Athletics 
Carnival

19th October
Year 12 Dinner Dance

20th October
Year 12 Final Day and 
Awards Assembly

21st Oct - 1st Nov
Year 11 Exams

26th October
Super Science

29th October
Year 12 Grad Show

1st November
Year 12 WACE Exams 
commence

https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Coronavirus/COVID19-vaccine/Vaccination-for-secondary-students-and-school-staff
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapplecross.wa.edu.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F09%2FVaccination-Letter-from-the-Chief-Health-Officer.pdf&data=04%7C01%7Cnatasha.wilson%40education.wa.edu.au%7C664a1c8c74584838f37708d97cadc3c8%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637677908020130477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qI%2FXeDnaQBZO8x6izvWsxTihMUemRXV7yYNNV71Xh9I%3D&reserved=0
http://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/students/covid-19/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/calendar/


End of Term Staff Changes
by Glenys Campbell

1. Peter Count (HOLA English) will be on leave in Term 4 and Anna Edwards will act as HOLA in his place.
2. Sumika Nishikawa (Languages) will be on leave for the majority of Term 4, commencing in Week 2.
3. Heather Mogridge (HASS) will be taking parenting leave in Term 4.
4. Cheng Saw (Health and PE) has his contract ending but will be returning for relief work in Term 4.
5. Huw Macey (Maths) comes to the end of his contract but will re-join us for relief in Term 4.
6. Dave Roberts (Science) is leaving us at the end of Term 4.

We would like to thank all these teachers for their work here and wish them all the best.

School Board Meeting Summary - 16th September
by Students Services

The ASHS Board agreed to encourage more school board applicants from amongst the school community at its recent 
September open board meeting.

A number of positions on the ASHS Board will become vacant in 2022, and nominations will be sought at the end of this 
year. Board Chair, Mike Bracher, said that the Board provided vital parent input into the strategic direction at the school.
“Parents are encouraged to nominate to have a say on the policies and priorities at Applecross,” he said. “There is no 
specific skill set required. We are seeking individuals who have an interest in the strategic direction of the school and are 
available to provide feedback and input to our highly capable staff team.”

The Board meets nine times a year, for about two hours on a Thursday evening. The September meeting, as an example, 
covered a number of important issues confronting the school. The meeting discussed the school’s preparedness for any 
Covid related shutdowns.

“We are as ready for any closure as we can be,” advised Principal Paul Leech. “Our staff have done an excellent job of 
readying themselves and their students,” he said.

The school has received advice from WA’s Chief Health Officer, Mr Andy Robertson, that staff should continue to avoid hand 
shaking and keep classrooms well ventilated - with windows open and fans or air conditioning on low.

The Board is also monitoring the progress of the current School 
Business Plan 2018-22.  Board members will be contributing to this 
assessment and to planning for the replacement business plan that 
needs to be developed by the middle of next year. “It is time to take 
a step back to examine what is working well; and to identify what 
are the challenges and what could be done even better,” said Mr 
Leech. 

The open meeting also attracted representatives from the Special 
Art Committee (Staff and Parents) who received Board approval for 
a new school winter jacket for use by Special Art students only, as a 
move to promote the program’s identity and significance within the 
school.

By Geoff Cooper, 
Parent Representative – School Board



ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Years 7-8 — Paul Currie

In today’s article I wanted to offer you a self-paced quiz, so you may gauge the level of help and support your child has at 
home, particularly in relation to supporting good learning habits. This quiz can be completed as a family. Short answers can 
be written down individually and then shared upon completion.

1. Describe the study environment? How is the lighting, the heating/ cooling, the ventilation, how is the noise level? What is 
the seating and desk space like?

2. Do you use music, and if so what type is this? Does the music rhythm slow down or speed up your brain waves? Your 
brain moves in cycles per second alternating between Beta, Alpha, Theta and Delta. Each cycle speed has different effect 
on our ability to receive and recall information, Alpha at 812 cycles per seconds is when we achieve our best learning. 

3. Personal planning: is your child empowered to plan their own study and revision sessions? Do they know the difference 
between study and homework? 

4. How often do you talk to each other about your child’s learning? Are you asking what did you learn today and why is it 
important? 

5. How are mistakes or poor results handled? Mistakes are great opportunities for learning, and they are also a good chance 
to build resilience and strategies for dealing with failure. Striving for success is important and so is how we react to 
issues along the way?

6. Is exercise promoted and encouraged? Students are far more likely to talk to you when they are moving and otherwise 
distracted.

7. Is healthy eating promoted? Is water the main fluid intake? What do the study snacks s look like?

8. Are mornings smooth and relaxed? Are the students arriving at school in time and ready to learn?

9. Where is the balance between helping out and taking over? Are you proofreading or actually producing the work? Your 
interest and support are crucial in giving your child confidence as an independent learner. 

Years 9-10 — Toni Jones
Year 10 Students – Term 4 Study Hacks
This is a reminder to all ATAR bound Year 10 students for their Term 4 Study Hacks session in Week 1. This session will be held 
on Wednesday 13 October from 3.00-4.00pm. Students need to ensure that they attend as they begin preparing for their 
Semester 2 exams.

Semester 2 Exams – Year 10 Students
The exams for Year 10 students in Semester 2 will be held during Week 7 (22 November – 26 November inclusive). The classes 
during Week 7 will be 'suspended' and students will be expected to attend for their scheduled exam/s and then leave the 
school once their exam is completed. This is to simulate the Senior School exams scheduling for when students are in Year 11.  
All Year 10 students will be sitting their four MESH (Maths, English, Science and HASS) exams plus Visual Arts, AXSELL/ Tennis 
and Languages for those students who are involved in those courses. Effective time management before, during and after the 
exams is a skill in which we are aiming to develop in our students for sustained success in Senior School. 



ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS (cont'd)
As we get closer to the exam period, students and parents will receive clear guidelines 
and information regarding exam conduct and expectations for attendance during the 
week. Once students have completed their exams, they will be expected to go home 
and not loiter or ‘hang’ out at Westfield Booragoon.

Year 10 Academic Monitoring
Throughout this week, students who have areas of concern within their current Year 
10 courses are currently being interviewed by either Ms Morrison or Mr Snell. During 
the interview students have the opportunity to seek additional support where required.  
A follow up SEQTA email has been sent to parents to highlight the areas where 
improvements need to be made. Please feel free to contact your child’s teacher directly 
for individual feedback on your child’s progress in that course. We will continue to 
monitor their performance throughout Term 4. 

Year 9 Speed Careering 2021
In Week 6, Term 4 (Thursday 18 November), all Year 9 students will participate in a 'speed careering' 
activity. To enable us to expose students to a wide range of careers/ jobs/ professions, we are seeking 
volunteers from our parent body to come in to spend some time talking to our students about their 
jobs. We require approximately 30 volunteers on the day. We have two sessions running. If you can 
donate your time, can you please contact Brad Snell (Year 9-10 Program Coordinator) Brad.Snell@
education.wa.edu.au to register your interest.

Further information can be found on the Year 9 Connect Page.

Years 11-12 - Rex Lilleyman
WACE Exams
As you are probably aware by now, students have access to their Personalised Exam 
Timetables. This must be brought to every exam. Each year we have a small number of 
students who make organisational mistakes when sitting exams such as forgetting their 
timetable or failing to attend an exam due to mixing up times and dates. This is a very 
serious mistake to make because there are no resits available. Misreading a timetable is 
not an acceptable reason for missing an exam. In addition students who are not sitting 
a minimum of four exams start to think about not sitting the exam. This cannot occur 
under any circumstances. Failure to sit the final WACE exam will result in no credit 
towards their WACE for having completed the course (Please see statement below in 
italics). They will have sat in the class for a whole school year for no reason other than 
learning the content. It is essential that all students sit all exams and give their best 
effort. If a student is identified as a non-trier because they have clearly put in minimal 
effort, the statement below from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority also applies.

If students do not sit an ATAR course examination and do not have an approved Sickness/Misadventure Application for that 
course, the pair of units completed in that year will not contribute towards any of the WACE requirements. Students who do 
not sit the ATAR course will not have a course mark or grade recorded on their WASSA, nor will they receive a report for that 
ATAR course.

I would like to encourage the following strategies to ensure students attend their exams at the correct time and minimise 
potential last minute stresses:

• Parents/Guardians have all their child’s exams in whatever sort of calendar, or diary that they use with the appropriate 
reminders in place. Ensuring students attend on the right day is a team effort.

• Give yourself plenty of time to get to your exams. Arrive early. You don’t need to hang around with the other students 
if that doesn’t suit you. There are plenty of quiet places. Few things are more stressful for students than being late to 
exams.

• A small number of students have exams that are not at Applecross ie languages and EALD. Please ensure you know what 
school you are going to and where it is. I strongly recommend visiting the school before the exam.

• A copy of the exam timetable is kept in multiple places such as on the fridge where it will be seen regularly.
• Students have an additional copy of their timetable in their bag that they bring to the exam. This is not their main copy, 

it is a backup. Always bring the same bag so the timetable is there. ATAR exams are not a fashion parade. The one bag 
allows you to be confident that you always have a copy. Make sure your bag is packed the night before. All you should 
have to do in the morning is pick your bag up and leave.

• If for some reason, you forget your copy of the timetable, don’t panic. Come to the Main Reception or Student Services 
and we will give you another one.

mailto:Brad.snell%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=
mailto:Brad.snell%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=


ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS (cont'd) 
Absence From WACE Exams
Any student who does not sit a WACE exam for any reason must fill out a Sickness Misadventure Form available from the 
school. There are no exceptions. Without this they will not be given credit for having completed the course (see above). 
These need to be approved by the School Curriculum and Standards Authority. A medical absence MUST be covered by 
a medical certificate. A note from a parent is not acceptable. Please contact Jenny Casserley or me should you have any 
questions.

Year 12 Post Mock Exam Expectations
Following the Mock exams, students will return to school on Wednesday of the first week of Term 4. This will give them 
a week for exam feedback and a final revision program. These are normal school days and all Year 12 ATAR students 
are expected to attend. This period is particularly important as it gives students the final opportunity to have questions 
answered and receive comprehensive feedback. All course teachers will be undertaking a comprehensive program of review. 
We appreciate parental assistance in ensuring that students are in attendance during this last week of scheduled classes. 
Unfortunately students who fail to do so will be excluded from the final week activities.

Year 11 to 12 Early Start
Following the Year 11 exams, students will return and begin the Year 12 courses. They will remain at school until November 
26. These first few weeks are very important in completing the initial curriculum for these courses. Some students in the 
past have missed some of this time for a variety of reasons that are not really acceptable. It puts them behind and makes 
the catch up difficult. Whilst we understand students have just finished exams and we are heading towards the end of the 
year, they do need to fully engage with the Year 12 work. It would be greatly appreciated if parents could enbsure that their 
children are attending school every day during this period, unless they are unwell.

Year 11 and 12 Students – Interschool Athletics Carnival
Please remind your child that if they are a part of the Interschool Athletics Team they are expected to participate at this 
year’s carnival. They will not be disadvantaged as a result of their participation. The carnival is on Tuesday 19th October. 
Please contact Mr Rob Sciascia robert.sciascia@education.wa.edu.au for more information.

Late to School
by Student Services 

Parents are reminded that we value punctuality very highly and if students are late to school for any reason, they must sign 
in through Student Services. There are four reasonable causes for lateness, as per our school website.  
1. Medical appointment (please bring evidence of appointment to Student Services when signing in)
2. Illness – verified by parent
3. Approved educational activity
4. Extenuating circumstances as approved by Program Coordinator 

We have staff on duty to assist each morning and process students so they can get to class as soon as possible. Your 
cooperation in advising of medical appointments ahead of time would greatly assist in this matter. Please use the SMS 
number to notify Student Services of such.

Year 12 School Reports and Email Access
by Admin Computing

Once the school year concludes (16th December), Year 12 students and parents will no 
longer have access to school reports and their student email account.  

We encourage students to download all school reports and transfer/save any information 
they require from their student email account prior to this date.

mailto:robert.sciascia%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=


Personal Items List
by Ms Rebecca McInnes

The 2022 Year 12 Personal Items list has been uploaded to our website. Items can be ordered from Campion, with a close date 
of 8th October.

Click here for details.

Year 7's - CYBER Bullying and Name Calling
by Mr Ben Kelly

Over recent weeks we have been receiving a significant number of reports from students about 
name calling and insults between students. This is occurring in a variety of settings and situations, 
including in the yard at recess and lunch, whilst waiting to enter the classroom and online. Most 
reports are regarding online chat rooms and chat functions on games. 

Whilst our staff and school community continually work on the behaviour within school grounds, we 
are asking for your support to reinforce the message. "If you don't have anything nice to say, don't 
say anything at all." In particular, we are asking parents to be vigilant and have a conversation with 
your child about online chat and communication. What apps or chat rooms are they using? How do 
they work? Who are they talking to on them? 

You may also find some valuable and insightful information on SchoolTV - accessible through our 
own school website: https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/cyber-bullying

New School Uniform Addition
The School Board has recently approved an undergarment (white long sleeve t-shirt) that can be worn under the current 
uniform (see below).

The undergarment is now available for purchase from Uniform Concepts at the cost of $20.

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/personal-items-lists/
https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/cyber-bullying


Lost Property
by Students Services

At the end of Term the quantity of lost property outside Student 
Services has increased significantly.

If you recognise any of the items in the photo, or your child has 
misplaced some items, please advise them to check the lost 
property before the end of the week.

P&C Association News

Warmest wishes go to our own Cre Millar, the school Canteen Manager. She was awarded a Lifetime Membership award at 
the Western Australian Canteen Association's Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, 15th September. This honour is well 
deserved, Cre. Congratulations from the P&C Association and the school community. 

It is with sadness that the P&C has to announce the resignation of Chris Lavender as P&C Treasurer. We have been very 
fortunate in having Chris' experience and knowledge for many years on the P&C both as President and as Treasurer. Hopefully 
we can persuade her to stay on as an ex-officio member of the P&C as her expertise will leave a gap that will be difficult to 
fill. Thank you Chris for all you have contributed to the P&C through the years.

Technology Support
by I.T. Department

Over the school holidays there may be times when students forget their 
passwords to log into SEQTA / Connect etc.

If this occurs, there is a link on the school website which provides details of how 
to overcome the issue.

Click here for information.

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/students/technology-support/


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!

It is hard to believe that Term 3 has almost come to an end and that the Year 12 VET and General students have nearly 
finished their schooling years. I wish all students the very best for their future pathways and look forward to hearing of 
their achievements.

Year 11 VET students will be working hard next term to meet all the requirements of their courses at school, Workplace 
Learning and external courses. As some VET Connect students will have completed the first year of TAFE by the end of 
Term 3, they will need to look into picking up an extra work experience day for the remainder of Year 11.

I wish all Year 11 VET Connect students a restful holiday and look forward to seeing you again back in Term 4

Spotlight on School-Based Apprenticeships (SBA)

A school-based Apprenticeship allows students to start an apprenticeship in Year 11 or 12, while still at school.  Under 
these arrangements, the student is both a full-time student and a part-time employee. After the student leaves school 
they may continue the apprenticeship on a full-time or part-time basis. 

The student will develop skills and get paid whilst getting ready for a career in the workforce, as well as working towards 
their WACE and an industry recognised qualification. SBA opportunities are advertised on CONNECT as they arise. 
Applecross SHS will assist and support a student who arranges to commence a SBA with an employer where suitable. 
Not all industry areas offer SBAs. Further information is available at https://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/apprenticeship-office

https://www.dtwd.wa.gov.au/apprenticeship-office


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Snapshots around the workplace....

…Summer Greenway (Year 10 VET Connect), who was successful in gaining 
a School-Based Traineeship at Belmont Oasis Leisure Centre, where he will 
complete a Certificate III in Sport and Recreation

…Joshua Bracher (Year 10 VET Connect), who was successful in gaining a 
School-Based Traineeship at Belmont Oasis Leisure Centre, where he will 

complete a Certificate III in Sport and Recreation

…Jawuan Parker (Year 11 VET Connect), who gained a school based pre-apprenticeship at the College of Electrical 
Training, where he will complete a Certificate II in Electrotechnology, starting next term

…Beau Pashby (Year 12 VET Connect), who successfully completed his School Based Traineeship with a Certificate II 
in Retail Services at Subway

…Isabella Pitaro (Year 12 VET Connect), who successfully completed her School Based Traineeship with a Certificate 
III in Sport and Recreation at Belmont Oasis Leisure Centre, as well as a Certificate III in Fitness through Foundation 
Education

…Sage Sweetman (Year 12 VET Connect), who successfully completed her Certificate IV in Dental Assisting at DNA 
Kingston

… Syafirah Roger (Year 12 VET Connect), who gained a full-time apprenticeship at Allspec Engineering, after 
successful completion of her School Based Traineeship with the company over the past 12 months

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   
VET Manager

Edie Gabrielson at 
Bicton Primary School

Jashan Pass-Segala 
at Gucce

Emily Marr at 
Colour Bar for Hair

Syafirah Roger at 
Allspec Engineering



Entertainment Book
The Entertainment Book is now 100% digital, can be bought throughout the year, and is valid for 
12 months. Enjoy your favourite restaurants and activities while saving money! $14 from every 
purchase supports the ASHS GAT Art Program. 

Please visit our ordering page: 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83590h

Thanks for your support of the AXSHS GAT Art Program! It is much appreciated.

Leaving Applecross In 2022
If your child is not returning to Applecross in 2022, please inform the school via the 
link below as soon as possible. 

Your assistance in this matter is very much appreciated. Thank you!

Click here for the link.

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83590h
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/how-to-apply/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/students-leaving-applecross-shs-in-2022/


Facebook/Website Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/

Year 11 Escape Room Excursion

Year 10 Badminton  Tournament

Australian Geography Competition

R U OK? Day

https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/


 

 
 

We would like to welcome you to our  
Willetton Super Store  

conveniently located at  
30 Kembla Way, Willetton, WA 6155 

  
A one stop shop for all your quality school uniform requirements. 

Our friendly, experienced staff will make buying uniforms a breeze! 

DURING TERM 4 2021 

All new students are encouraged to make an appointment with the uniform shop for a 
fitting during Term 4, thus avoiding long queues in January. Appointments can be made by 
logging onto www.appts-uc.as.me.    Alternatively, you can contact the uniform shop on 

9270 4669.  Please note that the most popular times for appointments are after 3pm 
weekdays and Saturday mornings so book early to avoid disappointment. 

 
Why not take advantage of our $20 Layby service?  Visit our store during Term 4 and 

secure your Back-to-School uniform order with just a $20 deposit, pay off the balance and 
collect your order before 22 January to avoid the rush, long queues and last-minute panic! 

 
Online Ordering available by visiting our website 

nellgray.com.au 
 

OPENING TIMES 
 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 9am – 5pm 
Thur:    9am – 6pm 
Sat:    9am – 1pm 

 
Closed on Sundays, Public Holidays & partly during term breaks.   

Please telephone for details. 
 

Closed 27 Sep 2021 – 2 Oct 2021 inclusive 
Closed for the Festive Season from Saturday 18 Dec 2021 until Tuesday 4 Jan 2022. 

 
Tel:  08 9270 4669    Email:  willetton@uc.nellgray.com.au   Website:  nellgray.com.au 

  

https://assess.scsa.wa.edu.au/engine/index.php/login/olna
https://olna.com.au/
https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/


Community Notices
 

Melville Athletics Centre, Len Shearer Reserve, Booragoon 
2021/22 Registrations now open at www.melvilleroar.com 
 

Training starts 28 September:  Tuesdays 5 pm: Under 11 +, 
Wednesday 4:45 pm: Under 6 – Under 10  

 

Competition commences Saturday 9 October.  

 

 

PURCHASE TODAY: www.entbook.com.au/83590h 

https://www.theexamexperts.com.au/
https://melvilleroar.com/
https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/83590h

