
Parent Update
Update from The Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians

Term 3
Students have commenced the second half of the year in a very positive and industrious manner. 
Congratulations to those students who were acknowledged with Personal Best or Mutual Respect 
certificates towards the end of last term. I know that many students will have reflected on their 
academic performance during Semester 1 and will be keen to try to implement some changes 
over the next few weeks and months. Regardless of how well students went in the first semester, 
it is important that they focus on areas where further improvement can be made. Parents are 
encouraged to email teachers of subjects where they have concerns about their progress or 
achievement.  While this is an important term for all students, it is effectively the final school term for 
our Year 12 students. I am confident that students who make a concerted effort this term will reap 
the rewards later in the year. I wish the Year 12s and all our students the very best for a productive 
and successful term.

COVID-19 Phase 5 Operating Guidelines
While 2021 has been another year of COVID-19 interruptions, students, parents and staff members 
have responded incredibly well and demonstrated great patience and resilience. Schools in the 
Perth metropolitan and Peel regions have returned to pre-lockdown life. All schools should continue 
to follow the current Phase 5 Operating Guidelines, which basically means that we are almost back 
to normal. Parents are allowed on school sites without any additional restrictions.

We are, of course, very conscious of the need to be vigilant when it comes to student and staff 
health and safety. The school has additional cleaners in place who are focusing on sanitising 
frequently touched surfaces. We are also reminding both staff and students to continue to avoid 
direct physical contact such as handshakes etc. Students are encouraged to bring their own 
personal hand sanitiser (there is also sanitiser available around the school) and water bottle. It is 
most important that parents ensure that students who are unwell remain at home. 

WA Education Awards
Thank you to those members of the school community (staff, students or parents) who sent a large 
number of staff acknowledgements to the School Board and P&C as part of the call for nominations 
for the 2021 WA Education Awards. A sub-committee consisting of Mike Bracher (Board Chair), 
Lorraine Hammond, Susan Edgar (Board Members) and Malar Jayaprakash (P&C Rep) shortlisted 
potential nominees before selecting Ms Ji Hae Kim as our nominee for the Teacher of the Year 
category. The committee commented on the large number of worthy staff members who received 
strong support from community members, and these people received a letter of acknowledgement 
from the School Board. 

Congratulations to Ji Hae and to those staff members who received an acknowledgement from the 
School Board based on feedback from staff, students or parents. A big thank you to the four parents 
who spent an enormous amount of time researching the application process and then putting the 
application together. We wish Ji Hae well as the school’s nominee for 2021.

Term 3 /Week 1
 23rd  July 2021

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

IMPORTANT DATES
27th July
Year 10 Immunisation
Year 8 Immunisation 
Catch-up

29th July
Tennis Testing # 3
Year 9/10 Bounce Evening

4th August
NAIDOC Smoking 
Ceremony

5th August
Year 7-10 AE AMC 
competition

6th August
Year 7 Lightning Carnival

6th - 7th August
WA School's Senior 
Concert Band Festival

8th August
WA School's Senior 
Orchestra Festival

9th August
School Tour

13th August
Paragon: Senior School 
Music Showcase

15th August
WA Public Secondary 
Schools' Choral Festival
WA Schools' Jazz Festival

16th - 20th August
Science Week

16th August
P & C Meeting

19th August
School Board Meeting

WE ARE NOW ON 

@applecross_shs

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-what-you-can-and-cant-do
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/


Update from The Principal (cont'd)

Thank You to our Fabulous P&C
Friday 23rd July is celebrated as P&C Day in WA and is a great opportunity to acknowledge the wonderful work done by those who 
volunteer their time and expertise to enrich, inspire and strengthen the school community. There is clear evidence that the work 
done by the P&C over the past ten years or so has done a great deal to provide additional resources, opportunities and facilities 
that make Applecross SHS the great school that it is. We ask members of the school community to send a message of support or 
gratitude to our current P&C to thank them for their contribution to the school. Would you mind forwarding your message to Marta 
Pitaro (marta.pitaro@education.wa.edu.au) 

Below are the details of the new P&C position holders for 2021.

• President – Sylvia Barrie
• Vice Pres – Paul Stenton
• Treasurer – Chris Lavender
• Secretary -  Malar Jayaprakash
• Fathering Group Representative – Robert Butler
• School Board Representative – Amanda Gargett

• Art Group Representative - Rebecca Christensen
• Music Group Representative – Pablo Anton
• Tennis Group Representative – Paul Ralli
• Canteen Manager – Cre Millar
• Canteen Sub-Committee Chair - Eugenio Bini

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal

Applecross 
SHS would like 

to acknowledge our 
P & C members and 

volunteers for all their 
hard work, dedication 

and contribution 
they have made 

to our school 
community.  

mailto:marta.pitaro%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=P%20%26%20C%20Acknowledgement%20


ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Years 7-8 — Paul Currie

Acknowledgment of the Student's Personal Best Achievements 
I would like to thank Mr Jarvinen, Mr Kelly and Ms Myors for the hard work and effort that went into Friday's Award Assembly.  
During that combined Year 7 and  8 assembly, we acknowledged the students' achievements for their Semester One grades.

We awarded Merit Certificates to the top 30% of students at this assembly based on their Grade Point Average [GPA] across 
all subjects.

• The top 15% of students on GPA received a Certificate of Excellence ; 
• The top 5% of students on GPA received a Certificate of Distinction; and 
• We also recognised all students who received four or more A grades. 

It was tremendous to see so many students recognised for their achievements in Semester One 2021. 

Now that we are using GPA for all students and can track progress and advancements, we will also be looking to offer 
certificates at the end of the year for students who have demonstrated significant improvement. 

Years 9-10 — Brad Snell
Toni Jones on Leave
Whilst Ms Jones is on leave until Monday the 2nd August, I will be actinng in her role and Ms Ebony Morrison will be the Year 9 
and 10 Program Coordinator during this period.

Study Hacks
All Year 10 students will complete a session from Dr Jane Genovese on Study Hacks during Period 2 on Monday, July 26th. 
There will be a follow-up session during class time on August 10th and September 2nd. All students who have chosen ATAR 
subjects will do after school sessions commencing August 17th. More details will follow.

Year 9 and 10 Assembly
There will be a combined Year 9 and 10 Assembly on July 28th to present Academic Awards as well as the overall Personal 
Best and Mutual Respect Winners.

The Bounce Reward Excursion is on the evening of July 28th.
We remind all students that excellent behaviour is expected on such excursions as well as in the community, especially while 
wearing a school uniform.
 

Years 11-12 - Rex Lilleyman
Importance of Term 3
Term 3 is of critical importance for both Year 11 and 12s for slightly different reasons. Year 11s only have a short period of 
time in Term 4, where they are doing the Year 11 course before their final exams, followed by Early Start Year 12. Therefore by 
the end of this term the bulk of the course content will have been covered. Year 12s doing General courses and certificates 
finish at the end of Term 3. ATAR students return in Term 4 largely to get their Mock Exam results back and do some exam 
review for a very short period prior to their final WACE exams. They are moving towards the end of their respective academic 
years, and both groups can sometimes have difficulty keeping focussed. We are working closely with our students to keep 
them on track and ask parents to let us know if they have concerns about how their children are going with either their 
commitment to their studies or their emotional wellbeing. As a team, we will be doing our best to ensure that students 
maximise their outcomes. We want our ATAR students to get the best results that they are capable of achieving and our 
General/VET students to ensure that they meet the requirements to achieve their Western Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE) and complete their TAFE certificates.

Personalised WACE Timetables 
Year 12 students sitting ATAR exams will receive a personalised exam timetable that will be available from Thursday, 
September 9. This timetable will list all exams dates and times and the venue for the exam. Most exams are being held at 
Applecross SHS, but there are some off-site at different locations. Students will need to bring their personalised timetable to 
each exam. I would encourage a copy of the exam timetable to be kept in a place at your home where it can be easily seen 
and that parents are fully aware of when the exams are to run. Unfortunately every year a very small number of students do 
not attend an exam as they have mixed up the date. As the exams are scheduled and managed by the School Curriculum 
and Standards Authority, there is no capacity to sit exams at another time. Failure to attend an exam not only dramatically 
impacts a final mark as it is worth 50% but can also impact the achievement of WACE as you do not get any credit for 
completing the course if you do not sit the exam. The consequences of not sitting exams are severe, and getting the date 
mixed up is not an acceptable excuse to the SCSA.



Learning to Learn: Years 7-10
by Sue Kovacevic (Teaching & Learning Curriculum Support Teacher)

Just as you aim to equip your children with the ability to lead happy, independent lives, we aim to provide them with the skills 
to learn throughout and beyond their secondary schooling. With this in mind, you might notice that your child is routinely 
engaging in the following practices across all of their 7-10 MESH subjects (Maths, English, Science and HaSS):

1. Interactive Notebooks (INBs). The notebooks are their lecture pads and are called interactive to emphasise the 
importance of maintaining notes in way that promotes frequent revision. In viewing your child’s INB, you will notice a 
contents page, vocabulary list or glossary, note-taking and various learning activities designed to process, practise and 
consolidate concepts and skills. Any handouts should be glued, taped or stapled into the notebook. No pages should 
ever be removed. 

INBs help students to:
• organise and take pride in their learning
• learn revision and study skills
• connect the information from classroom notes with other learning and real-life experiences
• process their thinking and understanding in a variety of ways 
• revise and remember subject content 

2. Focused Note-taking (FNT). We explicitly teach effective note taking as an essential academic and life skill. We use a 
focused note-taking process which has five phases. 

Cornell Notes
One of the note-taking formats your child uses is referred to as Cornell Notes. This format provides space to facilitate the 
phases of the notetaking process by including the Essential Question (the learning intention), a column for connecting 
thinking and an area for a summary and reflection. 

 



Literacy
by Naomi Kerr (Manager of Student Learning)

2021 Education Perfect English Championships (EPEC) 

The EPEC will be held from Tuesday 27th July (2pm) until Tuesday 3rd  
August (2pm) 2021. 
 
EPEC is designed to create a fun learning environment to engage students  
in learning English, foster healthy competition amongst students and  
provide an opportunity to acknowledge and reward academic success in  
schools. 
 
Prizes 

 1st Place: $250 GiftPay Voucher 
 2nd Place: $150 GiftPay Voucher 
 3rd Place: $100 GiftPay Voucher 
 4th - 10th Place: $50 GiftPay Voucher 

 
Once the competition is live, students will be able to access the English and Literature content and begin 

competing through the Competitions Tab on their EP homepage. 
 

Library 2 (S104) will be reserved during break times for Year 7 – 9 students who wish to compete and view the 
scoreboard. 

 

 
 

Please encourage your child to participate in this interschool competition.  
 

Literacy  
By Naomi Kerr (Manager of Student Learning) 

OLNA: Round Two, 2021 
 
Round Two of OLNA for 2021 begins on August 30th (week seven). It is 
essential for all students to practise regularly at home for OLNA. All 
students are also strongly encouraged to seek feedback on their 
homework from their classroom teachers.  

Please login to our OLNA Connect class for information about how your 
child can login to OLNA Support, OLNA WA and/or Education Perfect for 
online practice. 

Additionally, OLNA Support classes for Literacy will run in the Library from 3-
4pm on Thursday afternoons. All students yet to qualify in Reading and/or Writing are urged to attend. 

 

 



 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!

We’ve had a great start to Term 3 with the 50 Year 10 students who gained a place in the VET Connect program for 2022 
starting their Work Readiness program. Students were presented with a Certificate of Achievement on their successful 
acceptance into the VET Connect Program at the recent assembly. Opportunities for external courses and School Based 
Traineeships are coming through regularly and these will all be advertised in Connect and during the Work Readiness 
classes. It really is an exciting time for the students.

This is also a very busy term for the Year 12s, so I wish all students, especially the VET Connect students, a wonderful and 
productive last term.

I would like to acknowledge the fantastic efforts of our Year 11 Hospitality students who hosted Australia’s Biggest Morning 
last term on Thursday, 24 June. Students prepared pre-ordered morning tea boxes for staff and barista made coffee was 
available for a tax-deductible donation to the Cancer Council. Students raised a total of $568 for people impacted by 
cancer. Well done to the Hospitality students and their teachers.



 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Spotlight on on External Courses

A large variety of VET courses are available to students at South Metro and North Metro 
TAFEs, as well as Private Training Organisations. All course information is posted on 
Connect, with specific information related to courses placed in the Connect library. The 
TAFEs have an online application process which is now open. The application link can 
be found in Connect.

Students not in VET Connect are able to apply for a course which runs externally on one 
day per week through the P2C, provided that they meet the requirements to be given 

approval to miss school one day each week. 

ATAR students will not be able to undertake an external course. However, a student with one ATAR course can 
apply for the P2C to enrol in an external course if their ATAR course is not timetabled on the external training day.

Look out for 'Snapshots around the workplace' 
in the next edition....

…to our 50 Year 10 students who were successful in gaining a place in the 2022 
VET Connect Program

…Riley Butcher (Year 12) who gained a full-time apprenticeship at Austal, after 
proving himself to be a hard worker during his work experience placement 

…Cameron Geaney (Year 11 VET Connect) on gaining a full-time apprenticeship as a Mechanical Fitter and Machinist with Arc 
Spray Engineering

…Ryan Marsh (Year 11 VET Connect) on gaining a full-time position in a pre-apprenticeship program in automotive at MTA WA

…Conor Hemsley (Year 11 VET Connect) on gaining a place at SM TAFE full-time in Certificate IV in Cyber Security  

…Lucas Clarke (Year 12 VET Connect) on gaining a place at SM TAFE full-time in Certificate II in Fishing Operations

…Dev Garg (Year 11 VET Connect) on gaining a place at NM TAFE full-time in Certificate III in Information Technology

…Year 11 Hospitality Students on a fantastic effort with hosting Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea

Well done to all these students on their achievements!

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   
VET Manager



The Canteen is going Square!
Applecross SHS Canteen is ADDING cashless payments to our canteen, via the Square 
Register cashless payment system.  

Debit, credit and stored value cards can be used at the canteen from TUESDAY 20th 
JULY.  CASH IS STILL ACCEPTED - we are just adding another option.

Special thanks go to the Student Council, our P&C Treasurer and the Canteen Sub 
Committee for their help in getting this project ready to launch!

Cre Millar - Canteen Manager

School Fees
by Janine Jenkins

We are now half way through the school year!  Thank you to all parents and caregivers that have paid the School Fees for 
2021.  There are still many families that have not made full payments for this school year.  If you have not made a payment, 
your prompt attention is requested in finalising your account for 2021.  

Please contact the Finance Department on 9364 9368 at your earliest convenience if you wish to discuss paying your 
children’s school fees or negotiating a payment plan.

Entertainment Book
The Entertainment Book is now 100% digital, can be bought throughout the year, and is valid for 
12 months. Enjoy your favourite restaurants and activities while saving money! $14 from every 
purchase supports the ASHS GAT Art Program. 

Please visit our ordering page: 
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83590h

Thanks for your support of the AXSHS GAT Art Program! It is much appreciated.

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/83590h
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/how-to-apply/


Community Notices
 

 
Perth Goju Karate teaches karate classes in your local area. 
 
A special offer for the school’s students - 4 WEEKS FREE beginners karate lessons! 
 
Classes are held after school and are a great way for children of all ages to learn self-
defense in a fun and safe environment.  
 
We also teach classes for teens and adults and they are fantastic for fitness, wellbeing and 
of course, self-defense. 
 
Classes continue over the school holidays (with a short break over the Christmas period) 
which makes it perfect for the kids who are looking to try something on the holidays. 
 
Karate has many benefits which include confidence, respect, discipline and fitness. 
 
Call now to take advantage of this 4 week trial. 

 
Sensei Johnny Moran - 0402 830 402 

 
 

https://www.theexamexperts.com.au/

