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PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME

Our goal at Applecross SHS is to encourage
students to enjoy and value learning and to
achieve their potential. We aim to widen
students’ horizons by presenting a diverse,
relevant and contemporary curriculum that
will prepare them to live and work in the
21st century. The curriculum reflects our
desire for students to become responsible
and flexible thinkers who will be well
prepared for the challenges ahead. The
school offers an innovative curriculum with
the provision of a range of study options
for senior students including a full tertiary
entrance program and a wide variety of
vocational courses.
A strong culture of pastoral care is a central
feature underpinning all aspects of the
structure and organisation of Applecross
Senior High School. Our school values
of Personal Best and Mutual Respect are
strongly promoted and embedded in our
programs. We work towards building
strong interpersonal relationships between
students and teachers, founded on trust,
respect and responsibility. In building and
sustaining positive relationships we create
an environment which promotes quality
learning.
Paul Leech
Principal

2018 CORE Program
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OUR HISTORY
1965
Established in 1958, Applecross High School
cater for students south of the Swan River,
and to relieve the pressure on Kent Street
High School and John Curtin High School.
In 1962 Applecross became a Senior
High School with Leaving Certificate
classes. Almost immediately the School’s
reputation for academic achievement was
foreshadowed: in 1963, the second only
Year 12 class scored 113 successful passes
with 32 Commonwealth Scholarships.
Furthermore, Applecross Senior High
School could now compete on equal terms
with other Senior High Schools and began
its long and creditable record of Inter-High
School competition.
Having started with 600 students and 24
staff members, Applecross has thrived over
the years and currently caters for over 1,600
students in Years 7 to 12, with 150 staff.

1979

1995

2017
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The present.....

2018 CORE Program

PROSPECTUS

		Applecross Senior High School

4

4

Our Values

OUR VALUES
Applecross Senior High School supports
students to achieve — now and into the
future. The school's motto "Achieve" is
supported through our core values of
Personal Best and Mutual Respect so that
success for students means that they
achieve their personal best in a climate of
mutual respect and consideration for others.
Strong, positive interpersonal relationships
founded on trust, respect and shared
responsibility are valued by our students
and teachers. We firmly believe that the best
learning occurs when teachers, students
and parents are in partnership together,
have common goals, and are mutually
respectful.
Under the banner of "Applecross Senior
High School Chooses Respect" our core
values are Mutual Respect and Personal
Best. It is expected that each individual will
take act responsibly and make a positive
contribution to the school community.

Our values as seen through the eyes of an
Applecross Senior High School student:
At Applecross Senior High School I am
responsible for Mutual Respect
• caring for self and others
• caring for the environment
• being honest, sincere and seeking the
truth
• treating others with consideration and
regard
• being accountable for my own actions
• being understanding of others and their
cultures and accepting diversity
Personal Best
• seeking to accomplish something worthy
and admirable
• trying hard and pursuing excellence
• setting meaningful goals
• seeking assistance and support to
improve my performance
• creating my own successes

"Our core values are Mutual Respect and
Personal Best. Strong positive interpersonal
relationships, founded on trust, mutual
respect and shared responsibility are valued
by our students and teachers."
5
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OUR PRIORITIES 2018-2022
At Applecross SHS our strong, positive interpersonal relationships, which are founded on trust,
respect and shared responsibility, are highly valued by both our students and teachers.
We firmly believe that the best learning occurs when teachers, students and parents are in
partnership together, have common goals, and are mutually respectful.
It is expected that each individual will take responsibility and make a positive contribution to the
school community.

1

2

Student Development
and Wellbeing
Student resilience and wellbeing
are essential for both academic
and social development and this
is optimised by the provision of
safe, supportive and respectful
learning environments. Schools
share this responsibility with the
whole community.

Excellence in Teaching
and Learning
Highly effective teaching is crucial
to improving student learning.
By being open, highly reflective
and actively seeking feedback we
create a culture where everyone
adopts the best possible teaching
practices.

Literacy
Teaching continues to play a pivotal
role in students’ literacy outcomes
across all learning areas. Our
teachers hold a strong commitment
to the teaching of literacy, striving
to ensure that students form a
repertoire of skills needed to
become literate.

3
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Personal Best

Always do your best.
What you plant now,
you will harvest later.

7
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WHY APPLECROSS SHS?

Our Vision

Our Beliefs

Applecross Senior High School is
committed to excellence and optimum
development for all students. Our
graduates are well-adjusted, creative and
resilient, with sufficient self-esteem to
contribute meaningfully to society.

At Applecross SHS we believe every child
has the right to a high quality school
education.

To achieve our vision we aim to:
1. Ensure the complete wellbeing of each
student
2. Consistently improve the academic
outcomes and achievements of our
students
3. Provide opportunities and
encouragement for all students to
engage in a wide range of co-curricular
sporting and creative activities

Accordingly we are committed to:
•

Teachers enriching the classroom
learning of our students

•

Providing students with the skills,
understandings and values to reach their
academic potential

•

Meeting the needs, aspirations and
interests of all students

Our Values
Applecross SHS has a strong tradition of
positive interpersonal relationships founded
on trust, respect and shared responsibility.

The school’s core values of Mutual Respect
and Personal Best were developed through
workshops with parents, students and staff
members.
It is expected that all students will take
personal responsibility and make positive
contributions to the school community.

PROSPECTUS

		Applecross Senior High School
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PASTORAL CARE

Positive relationships with students are
developed by our experienced staff’s
stability and long term commitment to the
school. Clearly articulated expectations for
behaviour result in a calm and respectful
tone and students who are engaged in their
learning.
We have an experienced Student Services
team who support and work in partnership
with parents. The team consists of three
Program Managers, a Chaplain, Community
Nurse, School Psychologist, and six Year
Co-ordinators. They provide students
with academic support and monitoring,
counselling, health and well-being advice,
and mentoring.
The Year Coordinators have specific
responsibility for developing within their
students a strong sense of belonging, self
worth, civic responsibility, cooperation,
justice and community. They know what is
going on in their students’ school life on a
daily basis. The Year Coordinator is often the
first point of contact when a parent wishes
to communicate with the school.

The House System
The House System at Applecross Senior
High School is an important part of pastoral
care for all students. It provides students
with a sense of belonging, comradery and
identity during their time at Applecross.
The House System offers each student a
wonderful opportunity to get to know and
make new friends.
When a student enrols at Applecross Senior
High School they are allocated to one of
the four Houses. They remain in that House
while they are studying at Applecross.
Students and staff are equally divided into
the four houses.
Students are provided with a range of
cooperative and competitive cultural and
sporting activities to participate, learn new
skills and gain confidence. House points are
awarded through the following:
House point tickets, Year Group House
Competitions, National level competition
award, State or local level competition
award, Athletics and Swimming Carnivals.
There are four Houses at Applecross Senior
High School:
•
•
•
•

9

Amity - Red
Challenger - Blue
Investigator - Green
Success - Yellow
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"We firmly believe that the best learning
occurs when teachers, students and parents
are in partnership together, have common
goals and are mutually respectful"
PROSPECTUS
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LOWER SCHOOL
SUBJECT OFFERINGS
Students in Year 7 and 8 initially tend to study courses in the Mathematics, English,
Humanities and Social Sciences, and Science (MESH) Learning Areas with different
pathways emerging as students progress from Year 9 to Year 10. In the fourth term of
Years 8 and 9, teachers assist students with their selection of courses in these Learning
Areas by suggesting recommended pathways for the following year. Parents and students
will be advised of these recommendations and will have the opportunity to discuss these
with class teachers and the Heads of Learning Areas.
There is a richness and depth in all programs with a wide variety of electives on offer
in The Arts, Health & Physical Education and Technologies areas, plus Academic
Extension classes in the MESH Learning Areas.

11
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SENIOR SCHOOL
SUBJECT OFFERINGS
Applecross Senior High School offers a broad range of courses in Years 11 and 12 to meet
the interests and needs of students.
These courses:
• build on the content of previous subjects and programs
• ensure that Applecross students are able to study similar courses to those offered in
other parts of Australia
• provide multiple pathways to university, training organisations and employment, and
• count towards university entrance.
All courses have a number of specified outcomes. Courses are organised to meet WACE
requirements for both students seeking an ATAR for University entrance and those
completing General courses as preparation for further study at TAFE or preparation for the
workplace.
Applecross offers a flexible curriculum for senior secondary school students intending
to enter employment or further training on leaving school. Opportunities to complete
VET courses and Workplace Learning are available through the VET Connect Program,
and detailed information about this program can be found in the Senior School Subject
Selection Handbook. Opportunities to complete VET through a range of programs, such
as school-based traineeships, are available.
Applecross WACE Breadth of Study List for Year 11 and 12 includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accounting and Finance
Ancient History
Applied Information
Technology
Biology
Career and Enterprise
Chemistry
Children, Family and the
Community
Design
Drama
Economics

PROSPECTUS

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English
Food Science and
Technology
French
Geography
Health Studies
Human Biology
Integrated Science
Japanese
Materials Design and
Technology Metal
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mathematics
Modern History
Music
Physical Education
Studies
Physics
Politics and Law
Visual Arts
Vocational Education and
Training
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ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

The overall performance of Year 12 students
in 2019 was very positive and consolidated
the program of improvement that has been
occurring for the past five years.
Applecross SHS Year 12 students in 2019
performed at 0.28 of a standard deviation
above expected levels in the WACE exams.
This is a Department of Education measure
based on performance compared with the
Index of Community Socio-Educational
Advantage (ICSEA). This is the fifth year in
a row that this performance indicator has
been in the positive.

13

Acknowledgement from the Department of
Education was made for the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4th year in a row of +85 Median ATAR
Excellent WACE achievement of 99%
Four students with an ATAR of 99+
Very good tricile profile
59 School Curriculum and Standards
Authority Awards
Excellent number of Certificate III and IV
qualifications with improved numbers of
completed Certificate IV
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WACE Performance in 2020
Ranked

9th

Public School by
Academic Performance

4

Students with an
ATAR of 99+

22

Students with an
ATAR above 95
Median ATAR

84.3

Well above the State
average of 79.25

15

232

Students received a
Certificate of Distinction

99.15%
Year 12 Students Achieved their
WACE Certificate

Students received a
Certificate of Merit

32
5

Subject Certificates of Excellence

144

Certificate II or higher
were completed

100% Attainment
ATAR of 55+ and/or completion
of Certificate II or higher

1

Subject Exhibition
in Design
NOTE: All award recipients are listed on our website
under Academic Performance.
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VET Certificate of Excellence in
Retail & Personal Services
14

14

"In addition, all of our students have
opportunities to engage in a wide range of
co-curricular sporting and cultural activities
that complement classroom work and
develop self-esteem and school pride."

15
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OUR PROGRAMS

Gifted and Talented Visual Arts

Specialist Tennis

The Gifted and Talented Education Visual
Arts Program was established in our school
in 1968 and graduates from this program
are highly regarded by tertiary institutions
and industry members due to our school's
excellent tradition and reputation for
success.

Specialist tennis is offered to students
from all over Western Australia in Years 7
to 12, following successful completion of
competitive selection trials. The program
specifically caters for tournament players.

Students are selected to attend Applecross
Senior High School following state-wide
testing in Visual Art. The Special Art
program provides an exciting environment
for budding artists to develop artistic
abilities. Students learn through a mix of
visual enquiry, studio work, exhibition, and
critical reflection. Gallery visits, sketching
tours, art camps and studio classes are all
part of the curriculum designed to help
students achieve their potential.
A highlight of the program is the contact
with successful artists and craftspeople who
inspire and mentor our students in tutorials
and Saturday studio classes. Our students
also benefit from exhibiting their work and
being involved in community art programs.

The Specialist Tennis Program offers
tournament participation, school and
club representation, interstate travel
and competitions, instruction by former
touring professionals, and accreditation in
coaching, umpiring and sports medicine.
Our school has an impressive history of
success at state, national and international
championships.

Academic Extension and Acceleration
The needs of our academically talented
students are catered for explicitly through
the Academic Extension and Acceleration
Programs in Years 7-10. This program
provides special classes for students
who have been selected based on their
performance.
In the Academic Extension and Acceleration
Programs students encounter greater
diversity in classroom pedagogy to cater for
different learning styles. They are offered
a wide range of rich learning experiences
and are required to complete more indepth studies to develop high-level skills
and competencies so that they become
independent learners.

PROSPECTUS

		Applecross Senior High School
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OPPORTUNITIES TO ACHIEVE

Extensive Co-Curricular Programs
Music Program
Our Music program involves well over 200
students, the majority being taught by staff
from Instrumental Music School Services
(IMSS). The instruments taught span most
of those available in the WA government
school system. Privately-taught students are
also welcome.
High-quality music-making, in a wide
variety of styles, is a priority at Applecross
Senior High School. The school has eight
performing groups, consisting of junior
and senior Concert Bands, Classical Guitar
Ensembles, String Orchestras, as well as
a Choir and Jazz Band. These ensembles
have a variety of performing opportunities
throughout the year, which allow our
students to showcase their skills to family
and the wider school community in a
professional environment. Performances
include Music Department concerts and
participation in state-wide festivals.

Whole School Production
There are excellent opportunities to
be involved in Dance and Drama via
coursework, public productions and
concerts.

Debating
In debating, public speaking and
contributing to a variety of creative writing
competitions our students regularly achieve
awards.
17

Competitions and Field Trips
Our students have access to Mathematics,
and Humanities and Social Sciences
competitions, and have consistently
achieved high results in these areas.
The Science Learning Area has students
successfully participating in a wide range
of stimulating Science activities, including
excursions, field trips, competitions and
attendance at Science forums.
Camps and excursions are offered
throughout the year by all eight learning
areas, providing our students with a
range of enriching learning experiences.
In addition, the annual ski trip for Year 11
students has been run for over 20 years.

Languages Program
The Languages Learning Area at Applecross
Senior High School is very popular
and successful, offering students the
opportunity to learn French and Japanese.
Students are invited to participate in the
Australian Language Certificate exams,
Alliance Francaise exams, the Japanese
Language Speech Festival, the French
Forum and other co-curricular activities
which include French and Japanese club.
Students also have a chance to participate
in our exchange programs and tours. They
may choose to host a visiting student at
home, and/or travel to France or Japan,
where they can do a homestay, visit a
school and participate in cultural activities
and sightseeing.

Applecross Senior High School
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"The variety and depth of additional
co-curricular activities available to
students at our school is significant"
PROSPECTUS

		Applecross Senior High School
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WHERE APPLECROSS
CAN TAKE YOU?

USA TENNIS TOUR

The USA Tennis Tour is awarded to
the winners of the inaugural John
Newcombe sportsmanship award from
the school tennis nationals. Students
participate in 5 hours of tennis training
and fitness sessions daily. USA college
pathways are explored in addition to an
excursion to the University of Texas in
Austin.

BARCELONA TENNIS TOUR
FRENCH EXCHANGE PROGRAM

Students studying French have the opportunity to
attend the biennial exchange program in Amiens
and Paris for two weeks. Students develop a
greater understanding of different cultures and
customs while developing their language skills in
French.

19

The Barcelona Tennis Tour is a
biennial tour for Specialist Tennis
students in Years 9-12. Students
undertake five days of intensive
tennis and fitness training, and have
opportunities to train with upcoming
tennis professionals. Students
also visit cultural sites and various
landmarks in Barcelona, Spain.

Applecross Senior High School
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JAPANESE EXCHANGE PROGRAM
OPERATION WALLACEA EXPEDITION — 2021
Students have the opportunity to travel to Indonesia
to participate in rainforest and reef research.
Conducted by international scientists the expedition
aims to improve students' understanding of rainforest
protection and preservation for future generations.

The annual exchange program is offered to
Year 9 and 10 students studying Japanese. The
program is a long running student exchange with
the junior high schools of Takarazuka City, Hyogo
Prefecture, Japan. Each student will attend their
host school and travel as a group to Kyoto and
Himeji to visit historical sites and learn about the
history and culture of Japan.

NEW ZEALAND SKI TRIP

An annual offering for Year 11
students, the trip has run since 1987
and has proven to be a worthwhile
event for the personal and social
development of students.

TENNIS AUSTRALIA NATIONAL
SCHOOLS TOURNAMENT

An annual national school team event
is held in Albury, New South Wales.
Entries are gained by winning the
State Schools Tournament in March.
Specialist Tennis students are selected
by competing in a in-school playoff.
PROSPECTUS

		Applecross Senior High School

CANBERRA TOUR

This is an annual offering for selected HASS
students in Years 9 and 10. The trip coincides
with ANZAC Day and students visit a variety
of cultural attractions, including a memorable
guided tour of the National Gallery of Australia,
The Australian War Memorial and Government
House.

20

20

SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE

The completion of a significant refurbishment program at Applecross Senior High School
in 2016 means that the school now has a range of contemporary buildings and a learning
environment that is truly world-class.
Our facilities include a purpose-built Art block with exhibition space; a new Science wing,
Library, and Technology building; a Performing Arts Centre with retractable seating; a
university-style auditorium; a new gymnasium and fitness centre, and tournament standard
tennis courts. The school is set in beautifully landscaped grounds, shaped by mature
trees, creating a pleasant, relaxed environment that is conducive to learning and a young
adult ethos.

21
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Contact Us :
Links Road, ARDROSS WA 6153
9314 9393
axshs.email@education.wa.edu.au
applecross.wa.edu.au
facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool

