
Parent Update
Update from The Principal

Dear Parents and Guardians

I’m sure that both students and staff are looking forward to a well-deserved break in a couple of weeks. 
The time seems to have flown past even though this has been a longer than normal term. Parents will 
be receiving Semester One reports over the next couple of weeks (please check the Reporting Email 
schedule below). This Parent Update contains some important information for the next two weeks and 
the beginning of Term 3.

Semester One Report Emailing Schedule
Years 11 and 12  Friday 18th June
Year 10   Tuesday 22nd June
Years 7-9  Friday 2nd July

Staff Leaving at end of Term 2
Thank you to Madeleine Howroyd (HaSS) and Sue McDonald (English) for their contribution to the 
school.  These teachers are leaving to pursue other activities.  Next term, we will welcome Yvonne 
Karsten (HaSS) and Jessica Messenger (English). 

Students to Remain at Home when Sick 
There have been a number of instances over the past couple of weeks where students have been sent 
to school when they are clearly unwell and infectious. Parents are requested to comply with COVID-19 
Health Advice and ensure that students are kept at home when they are unwell, and medical advice 
is sought when students have flu-like conditions or illnesses that may be infectious. Students missing 
exams will need a medical certificate from a doctor or chemist; other missed assessments can be 
covered by a parent letter.

Student Safety when Travelling to and from School
The Police Traffic Wardens Department has been contacted on a number of occasions regarding the 
frequent absence of crossing guards (or traffic wardens) on Risely Street. It was previously agreed that 
these crossings should be a priority because students have to cross four lanes of busy traffic. I would 
like to acknowledge our local Member of Parliament, Kim Giddens MLA, for approaching the Transport 
Minister regarding this issue. I believe that the City of Melville will fund a set of six flashing signal lights 
which will be installed on Risely Street covering the Glencoe and Drew Rd crossings. The Main Roads 
will be installing these lights, and we hope to hear soon when this work will be done.

Kim Giddens has also offered to set up a training session for parents or other community volunteers 
who may be willing to act as relief traffic wardens (paid). We will promote this through our Parent 
Update once we receive more information.

Term 2 /Week 9
 18th June 2021

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by regularly 
checking our webpage, Facebook or Instagram pages.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
School Calendar https://applecross.wa.edu.au/calendar/
Parent Update https://applecross.wa.edu.au/parents/parent-update-newsletter/

IMPORTANT DATES
23rd June
World's Greatest Shave

24th June - 2nd July 
Year 10 Subject 
Counselling

28th June - 2 July
NAIDOC Week

30th June
Lower School Drama/
Dance Showcase

30 June - 2nd July
Year 10 & 11 Bush Camp 
(ATAR Art)

1st July
NAIDOC Celebrations

2nd July
End of Term 2

19th July
School Development Day 
(students do not attend)

20th July
Term 3 commences for 
students

22nd July
Year 10 Jane Genovese 
Parent Evening

27th July
Year 10 Immunisation
Year 8 Immunisation 
Catch-up

29th July
Tennis Testing # 3

4th August
Music Support Group 
Meeting

6th August
Year 7 Lightning Carnival

WE ARE NOW ON 

@applecross_shs

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/


ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Years 7-8 — Paul Currie

Social Media 
Once again, I have been given cause to consider both the benefits and associated dangers of social media. We know that 
modern children use this to have fun, make posts and maintain friendships by sharing their interests with others. 
Attached to this medium are significant pros and cons, so careful parental monitoring is required to ensure students do not 
grow up too quickly or have exposure to unsuitable themes. However, before we shut down all social media use, let’s look at 
the positives.

• It enhances digital media fluency: a skill that will help them sort out fake and real news. 
• It supports collaborative learning using social media to share educational content 
• It boosts your child’s creativity: 
• It connects them with both local and global communities. 

Social media can also pose risks; these include:
• Being exposed to inappropriate or upsetting content, 
• Provides the opportunity to upload inappropriate content, 
• Potential sharing of personal information with strangers 
• Cyberbullying.

Update from The Principal (cont'd)

Bike Theft
It has been distressing that a number of students’ bikes have been stolen recently from our bike racks near both Links Road and 
Ardessie Street. We have reported these thefts and passed images of the suspects on to the Police. The suspects appear to be a 
group of three males approximately 17-19 years of age. Additional CCTV cameras have been installed near the bike racks, and other 
surveillance measures have increased. We will be locking the bike cage near Links Road in the mornings and unlocking it just before 
the end of the day. Students are being advised to lock up bikes, and those with I’m sure that both students aexpensive bikes may 
also consider leaving these in the bike racks near the Auditorium as there have been no thefts from this location. Please refer to the 
Bikelinc article on p4.
 
Thank you to those parents who have offered their assistance to the school to develop a more secure solution to protect students’ 
bikes in the future. This issue will be discussed at both School Board and P&C Meetings.

The Vaping Craze
You may be aware from media reports that there is growing evidence that ‘vaping’ continues to be a problem with students across the 
country, with a number of schools now installing ‘vaping detector’ devices in school toilets.  At Applecross, we believe that vaping is 
occurring mostly outside school, but some students have been sanctioned for doing so on-site. Apart from the obvious health risks, 
we are now finding that students are engaging in quite risky behaviour in order to purchase these devices at exorbitant prices. We 
will continue to endeavour to educate students and inform parents to be more aware of the issue. We will also pass information about 
adult suppliers on to the Police.

Many parents are not aware of what 'vapes' look like and the health risks associated with their use. The attached article from Alcohol 
and Drug Foundation may assist parents. 

WA Education Awards
Thank you to the School Board and the P&C for getting behind the nomination process for this year’s Education Awards. This reflects 
the high regard that our parents have for the staff of Applecross SHS. Particular thanks go to the committee of four parents (two Board 
and two P&C) who will meet to shortlist our final nominees. It is certainly apparent that in order to be successful, the process involves 
an application citing ‘evidence’ (such as data or quotes) of the impact that the person has had on the students. 

Term 3 Day 1 for Students
A reminder that we begin next term with a School Development Day on the first day of Term 3 (Monday 19th  July), meaning that 
students recommence school in Term 3 on Tuesday 20th July. 

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal

https://applecross.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Vaping_MiniBulletin.pdf
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Vaping_MiniBulletin.pdf


Years 7-8 — Paul Currie (cont'd)
Some discussion points for you to help your child; 
Using social media 
1. When it’s OK to use social media, can you use social media during homework time, family meals and so on?
2. How long your child can spend on social media?
3. Where it’s OK to use social media – for example, only in family areas of the house, not bedrooms?
4. With whom is it OK to spend time on social media?
5. Content, reach an agreement on, 

• always showing respect in posts so if it’s not OK face to face, it’s not OK online.
• not uploading or sharing inappropriate messages, images and video
• seeking consent before posting any images of others.

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg provides further information and some help around these issues 
https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-reputation

Years 9-10 — Toni Jones
Year 10 Course Counselling Interviews Weeks 10-11 – Subject/ Course Selection Process
Thank you to our Year 10 parents for attending the information session on Thursday evening. There is a lot of information 
surrounding the selection process, which can be overwhelming. The PowerPoint from the information session can be found 
on the Year 10 Connect Page. This has instructions on accessing your individual login and selection instructions. As our 
interview timeline is tight, we would like parents to book their session as quickly as possible to make use of each time slot. 
We have ten course counsellors who are available for interviews throughout our counselling period, and each time slot has 
multiple counsellors available. The first available appointment is at 7.30 am on Thursday 24 June, and we will be running 
appointments all day, every day, until Friday 2 July. 

As the SSO software relies on data being accurate from the reporting cycle, this will not be 'live' or 'open' until Wednesday 
morning (23 June) at 8.00 am. Selections and bookings can only be made from this moment.

What When Where

Year 11 Handbook available Now School Website

SSO Login Information available Monday 21 June SEQTA 

Year 10 Semester Reports emailed home Tuesday 22 June Your email address

SSO Opens for Students and Parents Wednesday 23 June at 9.00am SSO Online through website

Counselling Appointments begin 7.30am Thursday 24 June Staffroom/Associate Principal Offices and 
Student Services

Counselling appointments conclude Friday 3.00pm 2 July Staffroom/Associate Principal Offices and 
Student Services

All Year 10 students are required to book an interview time with their parents with a course counsellor as part of the subject/ 
course selection process. These interviews will be conducted from 7.30 am and conclude at 5.30 pm each day, commencing 
Thursday 24 June. We aim to interview all Year 10 students by the end of this term. 

Students will make their appointments online within the SSO software. They will be allocated a course counsellor and will be 
required to leave class (if the appointment is during class time) to attend. Please print a copy of your course selection report 
and present it to the class teacher to show the allocated appointment time. Students will then go to Student Services to sign 
in for their appointment and collect their parents. 

Years 11-12 - Rex Lilleyman
Year 11 Exams and Course Changes
Year 11 students doing ATAR students have recently received their exam results. As is always the case there is good and bad 
news for students. It is a good time to discuss these results with your children. Throughout Year 10 and this year, they have 
been informed about the high level of commitment required for students doing ATAR courses. If they have not demonstrated 
this, it has probably shown in the exam results. The Semester 2 exams will be more challenging because, in most cases, they 
will assess the whole Year 11 syllabus, unlike the recent exams that only assessed one semester’s content. Should you decide 
that some class changes are necessary, please contact Jenny Casserly, Lenni Cornejo or me to organise an appointment to 
discuss options. Please be aware that changing from one ATAR course to another at this time of year is highly problematic, 
except if you are changing from Maths Methods to Maths Applications. Students would be much better served addressing the 
reasons why they have been struggling so far in this course. Subject hopping is rarely successful because the student usually 
needs to make some changes regardless of what course they move into.

https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/social-media-and-digital-reputation


Bikelinc
In recent times there have been a number of bikes stolen from the school and 
also surrounding areas such as the shopping centre. We are working with the 
police to identify the culprits. We would like to encourage all students to register 
their bikes with Bikelinc. Go to bikelinc.com.au and create a profile so you can 
register the bike. It will require the serial number, which is found in different 
places on different branded bikes, but it should be relatively easy to see. You 
can also upload an image of the bike.

By doing this, your bike can be identified by police or members of the public 
if it is found, and you have a better chance of getting the bike back. It is a 
straightforward process, and we would encourage all students to spend a few 
minutes registering their bikes.

Years 11-12 - Rex Lilleyman (cont'd)
Year 12 WACE Exams
The Year 12 WACE Exam timetable is now available on the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority website. Alternatively, put WACE Exam Timetables 2021 into 
whatever search engine you use, and the timetable site will show. These exams are 
now set and cannot be changed under any circumstances. Sometimes students 
will have two exams on one day. This is just the way it is and why we have a similar 
timetable during Year 11 and 12 so that students have experience in this. The school 
cannot change exam times, and the School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
won’t. Later in the year, students will be given a Personalised Exam Timetable which 
they will need to bring to each of their WACE Exams. More information on this will be 
provided later in the year. Please remember that students must sit all exams. Failure 
to do this puts a student’s WACE at serious risk. 

School Fees for 2021
by Janine Jenkins

We are almost halfway through the school year already!  Thank you to all parents and caregivers who have paid the School 
Fees for 2021.  We have just completed another mail out of Reminder of Unpaid Billing Items statements.  There are still many 
families that have not made any payments for this school year.  If you have not made a payment, your prompt attention is 
requested in finalising your account for 2021.  Please contact the Finance Department at your earliest convenience if you wish 
to discuss payment of your children’s school fees or to negotiate a payment plan.

Photoshoot at Applecross SHS 
In the last week of the term, the Department of Education will be at the school for a whole day on 
Monday, June 28, taking a series of publicity photos.  At the time of enrolment, parents were asked for 
permission for their child's image and work to be used for promotional and public relations purposes by 
Applecross SHS and the Department of Education.  

If you do not wish for your child's image to be used, please email Marta Pitaro.

http://bikelinc.com.au
mailto:Marta.Pitaro%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=


This month on SchoolTV - Friendship & Belonging  
Learning how to make new friends and keep them involves a number of skills every young person needs to understand and 
develop. For some, these skills will come very naturally, allowing them to easily move between different friendship groups, 
sharing their experiences and opening up to new people. For others, this can be much harder to navigate. Belonging to a 
like-minded group with similar interests is highly beneficial to a young person's wellbeing. It gives them a sense of security, 
helping them feel valued, which builds their confidence.

Positive friendships are an important part of the journey to adulthood. Adult carers can support their child or teenager by 
providing guidance in the many social and emotional skills required for a healthy relationship. This will help them to obtain, 
retain and maintain friendships. However, not all friendship is regarded as positive. Sometimes young people develop negative 
or toxic friendships. Therefore it is also important for them to learn how to identify, avoid, or deal with such a friendship.

In this edition of SchoolTV, adult carers can learn how to support their young person's friendships to experience a sense of 
belonging. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this month's edition, and we always welcome your 
feedback.

If you have any concerns about your child's wellbeing, please contact the school for further information or seek medical or 
professional help.

Here is the link to this month's edition https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/friendship-belonging.

World's Greatest Shave
by Lachlan Silberstein - Year 12 Coordinator

This Year, our Year 12 students are once again taking part in the World's Greatest Shave to help 
the leukaemia foundation combat blood cancer. 

The main event is set for recess and lunchtime on the 23rd of June.  We already have a team of 
awesome staff and students raising funds by committing to shaving their heads or chopping off 
over 20cms of hair to donate to cancer research and wig production for those who have lost 
their hair.  The team have already raised an amazing $6856.30, with many weeks still to go before 
the shave.

You can donate to our team page by following the link on this post, or you can donate to 
an individual student by finding their personal page on the Greatest Shave website. A huge 
congratulations and thank you to all our students getting involved in the day - it should be a 
memorable one.  Click here to donate.

Special Tennis Program Fundraiser
Containers for Change Myaree
If you happen to be dropping empty bottles and cans off at the Myaree depot, you can enter the 
code C10427109, and the proceeds will go to the Applecross Tennis Program.

Grill’d Applecross
Throughout June, the Applecross Tennis Program will have a jar where you can enter tokens and 
support the program. So please head on down, grab a burger and a token and drop it into the 
correct jar!

https://applecross.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/friendship-belonging
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=123018&_ga=2.185144302.633030815.1620096278-747306972.1620096278


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!

VET Connect Interviews for 2022 have now been completed, and all applicants will be notified of the result of their 
application via letter in the next few days. I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate all applicants on their applications 
and commitment to following their goals.

Staff have been very spoilt at school, with Year 12 Hospitality students cooking special lunches for staff to buy throughout 
the term … so far, students have cooked curries, soups and delicious bagels! As if that wasn’t enough to treat staff, the 
Year 11 Hospitality students will be running the Red Apple Café (a student training Café) for Staff on Wednesday and Friday 
mornings until the end of Term 3. 

Well done to all our hospitality students and their fabulous trainers.

Spotlight on Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea at Applecross SHS

Help us reach 
our goal!

This year, the Year 11 Certificate II in Hospitality students are hosting an ‘Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea’ to help the Cancer Council 
raise vital funds for people impacted by cancer. It’s important to them because they appreciate that we have all been affected by 
cancer in one way or another.

Students have set a fundraising goal of $1000 and could really use your help! The thing is, your donation will make a real 
difference.  It will help fund world-class cancer research, which has already increased cancer survival rates from 49% in the 1980s 
to 69% today.

It will also fund prevention initiatives like the HPV vaccine and the new cervical screening program, which have put Australia on 
track to become the first country to eliminate cervical cancer as a public health problem. How incredible is that?

Plus, your donation will also importantly help fund support services for the 150,000 Australians who are diagnosed with cancer 
every year. With support services in higher demand than ever, your help now is particularly vital.

Are you able to help our students reach their goal? A fundraising page has been set up to make it simple to donate at the link 
below: 

https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/applecrossseniorhighschool

Together we can help Australia take big steps towards a cancer free future, so thank you in advance!

https://www.biggestmorningtea.com.au/fundraisers/applecrossseniorhighschool


 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

 Snapshots around the workplace....

… Annika Bridger  (Year 11 VET Connect), who was 
offered and accepted a full-time apprenticeship at her 
workplace, The Nest Hair Boutique. Well done, Annika!

… Thalia Lange (Year 12), who completed 2 weeks 
of work experience during the exam period with the 

Government Agency work experience program, at the Department of Education - Business 
Capability.

…Yohanne Sivewright (Year 11) who completed 2 weeks of work experience during the exam 
period with the Government Agency work experience program, at the City of Perth - Fleet and 
Depot Services

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington   
VET Manager

Ashley Wylie at
Kidz Biz

Cheyney Pittorino at 
Austrend Foods

Thalia Lanage at
the Education Department

Yohanne Sivewright at
the City of Perth

Yohanne Sivewright with his work crew

Thalia Lange at her farewell 
morning tea



Hello everyone! 

Now that the cold weather is here, we are finding our volunteer list 
dwindling again.  Can I ask ALL PARENTS to please consider if you 
or anyone you know has some time to help us prepare and serve 
the delicious warm homemade recess and lunch items that all of 
our students are enjoying at the moment?

Everyone is hungrier in the cold weather, and it's also fantastic 
to get the canteen back on its feet financially after such a tough 
couple of years, so we REALLY APPRECIATE the support from our 
loyal customers.

We just need some help to make and serve the extra food, please!!

Any time between 9:30 am  -  2:00 pm would be most helpful - 
just email cremillar@gmail.com or call 0449 808 008.

Thank you!
Cre Millar - Canteen Manager

Gaming Addiction or Disorder - Support for Parents and Students
by Yvette Tormey - Senior School Psychologist

Gaming is a growing phenomenon, and it is now being recognised as a disorder. 
Young people may experience a variety of symptoms associated with gaming. The 
severity of symptoms can have a significant impact on the young person's daily life. 
Each young person may present with a unique set of symptoms and concerns.

Some of the symptoms can also be caused by other kinds of stress, events and 
lifestyles, so it can't always be assumed that gaming is the primary cause of the 
young person's problems.

For more information visit our website.

mailto:cremillar%40gmail.com?subject=
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Gaming-Addiction-or-Disorder.pdf


COBWEB DREAMS

DRAMA CLUB
APPLECROSS SHS

PRESENTS
A SPRITELY COMEDY IN ONE ACT

BY LINDSAY PRICE

Wednesday 23rd June 2021
in the PAC
@ 6:30pm

Tickets from www.trybooking.com/BPPOD

http://www.trybooking.com/BPPOD


APPLECROSS SHS 
YEAR 7-10

DRAMA STUDENTS 
PRESENTS THE 

LOWER
SCHOOL
SHOWCASE

CIRCUS, 
 PUPPETRY & 

DEVISED PERFORMANCE

June 30, 2021 • 6:30pm
Applecross SHS PAC

Tickets via
www.trybooking.com/BMZAZ

http://www.trybooking.com/BMZAZ


https://applecross.wa.edu.au/specialist-programs/academic-extension-and-acceleration-prrograms/
https://applecross.wa.edu.au/enrolments/how-to-apply/


The internet and portable electronic devices has changed the way pornography 
is accessed and how it accesses our children. Whilst pornography is not new, 

the nature and accessibility of it has changed considerably.

The way we approach this topic needs to be di�erent.

WORKSHOP CONTENT

Location 
Kennedy Baptist College, 
Farrington Road
Murdoch

Date Thu 24 June 2021
Time 7:00pm – 9:30pm
Cost FREE

Tips for conversation starters 
with your children

Overview of pornography 
in the digital age

Children and young 
people’s access to 

pornography 

The e�ect of 
pornography on the

developing body, 
brain and
behaviour

Education to support 
children and

young people

 Pornography’s in�uence 
on developing attitudes, 

expectations
and behaviours

 How pornography is 
shaping

relationships and 
sexuality

Reducing the Harm
Children & Pornography

The Fathering Project Presents 

Kayelene Kerr

Resource recommendations

Learn practical strategies

This parent/carer workshop will educate, equip 
and empower you to talk with your child about 

pornography.

rory.murray@thefatheringproject.org 1300 FATHERS (1300 328 4377)www.thefatheringproject.org

Cyber Safety, Digital Wellness and 
Pornography Education Specialist

This workshop is open to all adults 
of the general public

RSVP HERE

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/reducing-the-harm-a-discussion-about-children-pornography-tickets-158048737027


Facebook/Website Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website  https://applecross.wa.edu.au/
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/

Super Science 2021

Japan Club

School Sport Volleyball Competition

UniReady Excursion Cert II in Sport and Recreation

https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
https://www.instagram.com/applecross_shs/


Community Notices

https://www.theexamexperts.com.au/
http://www.theexamexperts.com.au

