
Parent Update
Update from The Principal
Dear Parents and Guardians 

Term 4 has begun very smoothly with both staff and students benefitting from a well-earned 
break. The Year 12 students have now competed their formal classes and finished school with the 
traditional final assembly and "dress up day" on Tuesday 20th October. This is both a stressful and 
exciting time for the Year 12's as they finish school and focus on trying to optimise their chances of 
TAFE or University entry. We wish all Year 12 ATAR students the very best for their revision prior to 
the WACE exams commencing in November. The Year 11's will soon commence their Semester Two 
exams and all classes will soon move out of the North Block to accommodate the Year 11 and WACE 
exams. This email contains a few quick updates and reminders of other current school events and 
activities.

Staff changes for Term 4
We would like to welcome back Kerriann Henderson in Home Economics who is returning to us after 
a short period away from work. Raymond Raphael, from Science, is on leave this term.

We also have two new staff in Term 4:
• Chris Burgoyne in HaSS
• Marina Havenstein in Science

Student Leadership Update
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected to the key student leadership 
positions for 2021: 

Head Boy — Harrison Edgar
Head Girl — Evelyn Ong
Deputy Head Boy — Ben Worwood
Deputy Head Girl — Kelly Hiles

P&C Meeting / Sundowner
A reminder that the final P&C meeting for the year will be on Monday 16th November at 5.30pm in 
the Staffroom. 

Please RSVP for catering purposes to axshspc@gmail.com by 9 November.

NAPLAN 2019
Parents can now access 2019 NAPLAN results and other school data on the My School website. 
Applecross SHS has been identified as demonstrating progress from 2017 to 2019 above or well 
above the national average for students with the same starting score and similar backgrounds. It is 
particularly pleasing to see the improvement that has been achieved in Literacy (and specifically 
Writing) as this was one of the priority areas identified in the current School Business Plan. A letter 
from Hon Sue Ellery acknowleging the improvements has been included in this update and can be 
viewed here.

For more information on student progress and achievement please click here. 

COVID -19 Planning
The continuation of Phase 4 COVID Restrictions means that the Presentation Evening (Monday 30th November) has been moved from 
our traditional venue at UWA to Optus Stadium. Staff are working hard to ensure that the event continues to be a fitting and enjoyable 
farewell to our Year 12 students and their families.

City of Melville Proposals
We have now met with officials from the City of Melville and the Education Department to discuss a shared use arrangement for the 
school swimming pool. The potential benefit for the school includes heating of the pool which will provide more opportunities for 
students to use it throughout the year. We do not envisage the pool being used by the City during school hours and expect most use 
would be in the evenings, weekends and school holidays. 
The City is also looking at sharing the use of courts and change room facilities for netball training in exchange for the provision of flood 
lighting, court markings and upkeep. However, this will require further consultation with both the Education Department, parents and 
staff.

Kind regards
Paul Leech
Principal

Term 4/Week 2
 21st October 2020

School Activities and Student Achievement
Keep up with all the exciting activities and student achievements that occur in the school by 
regularly checking our webpage or Facebook pages.

Website  http://applecross.wa.edu.au/ 
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
School Calendar http://applecross.wa.edu.au/school-term-calendar
Parent Update  http://applecross.wa.edu.au/parent-update

IMPORTANT DATES

19th-21st October
Year 7-11 COVID-19 Surveys

19th-23rd October
CBCA Book Week 2020

21st October
Interschool Athletics 
Carnival

22nd October
Year 11 Exams commence

2nd November
Year 12 WACE Exams 
commence

3rd-4th November
Year 7 and 10 Immunisation 
Catch-up

5th November
Tennis Presentation Night

11th November
Year 9 Speed Careering

30th November
Year 12 Presentation Evening

mailto:axshspc%40gmail.com?subject=P%26C%20Meeting%20RSVP
http://applecross.wa.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/
http://applecross.wa.edu.au/school-term-calendar
http://applecross.wa.edu.au/parent-update


ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL NEWS 
Years 11-12 - Rex Lilleyman

Year 12 WACE Exams
A reminder to all parents/guardians that any student enrolled in an ATAR course regardless as to how many they are doing 
MUST attend the WACE exam and put in their best effort. Students who either fail to attend or are identified as a non-trier 
will not receive any credit towards their WACE and in many cases this means that they will not meet WACE requirements. The 
consequences of failing to attend the exam are very serious. This is not normally a problem for students who are sitting four or 
more ATAR courses but it does sometimes occur with students who are studying three or less ATAR courses. They sometimes 
decide they won't bother attending their final exam as they will not be getting an ATAR score. They absolutely must attend the 
exam and do their best as failure to do so in many instances will result in not achieving their WACE after being in the school 
system for 13 years including pre primary. I would encourage all parents to be aware when their child's exams are and ensure 
they attend. Having the exam schedule in a prominent place in the family home will assist in this. All students are required to 
bring their Personalised Exam Timetable to each exam. Should they lose it, they can print a new one off or we can do it for 
them. It is advisable that students bring the same bag to school each day for their exams, and the timetable is left in the bag 
until needed so it doesn't get lost. Should your child be unable to attend a WACE exam due to illness, a Sickness Misadventure 
Form must be filled out and submitted to the school. There is a section for a medical practitioner to fill out on this form. 
The students must see a doctor and get this filled out. A note from a parent is not acceptable to the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority. The form is also required to be filled out for any non-medical absence. Should this happen, please 
contact Rex Lilleyman or Jenny Casserly immediately and we will explain what needs to be done. Please be aware that 
forgetting an exam or misreading a timetable is not an acceptable reason for missing the exam. The next few weeks will be 
challenging and parents play a key role in ensuring that students are prepared and able to do their best on the exam days. We 
appreciate your continued efforts with your children.

Year 11 Exams and Course Changes for Year 12
The Year 11 exams begin on Thursday October 22 and run for seven school days. These are the final exams for Year 11 and 
will give students and parents a very good idea about the likelihood of success in Year 12 in the courses that the students 
are enrolled in. Many students will, on at least one day, have two exams. This is challenging but there is every chance it will 
occur in their final WACE exams in Year 12, so experience working through this challenge will be valuable. We wish all students 
the best during this period. In recent weeks we have been working with students regarding course changes for 2021. Once 
students return from exams they will begin the Year 12 courses. We are happy to meet during the exam period or straight after 
to review progress and change courses where availability exists. It is important to understand that performance in Year 11 is a 
very good guide as to how a student will perform in Year 12. Many students and parents believe (or hope) that there will be a 
significant improvement in Year 12 results because the students will works harder. Our data over many years tells us that whilst 
on relatively rare occasions that does occur, it is unlikely to change much and is more likely to go backwards than improve. 
Please remember that there are many different ways to get to where you want to go post school and an ATAR load at this point 
in a student’s life is not for everyone. We are also conscious that we would like our students to enjoy their last year at school 
and be happy and have good mental health. Please feel free to make an appointment to discuss Year 12 options for your 
children.

Presentation Evening 2020 — 30th November
As mentioned elsewhere in this Update, a decision has been made to change the venue 
for this year's Presentation Evening. It has for many years been held in Winthrop Hall at 
the University of Western Australia but due to COVID-19 restrictions, we have made the 
decision to move to Optus Stadium. Unfortunately the restrictions would have meant 
each student would not have been able to have at least two tickets for family and friends. 
We felt that this was important and Optus Stadium gives us that availability. Students 
were consulted as part of the decision making process. Whilst the event will certainly be 
different and there are positives and negatives for both venues, we feel that maximising 
opportunities for family and friends to attend was critical to the success of the evening. 
The students certainly shared that view. I have no doubt it will be a fantastic night of 
celebration of your child's achievement. 



 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

Welcome to another edition of Eyes on VET!

I hope all students had a wonderful break. I had a very exciting time in the holidays with my wedding, 
and my new surname is now Kennington, which will take a bit of time to get used to! Although I chose 
to surprise guests by not wearing pink, my husband had that part covered!

Term 4 is always a very busy one with the finalisation of Year 12 results, Year 11s starting Year 12 work 
during the term, as well as ensuring that all Year 11 work is completed on time, and the Work Readiness 
Program with the new VET Connect students goes full steam ahead in preparation for 2021.

Congratulations to our successful VET Connect Second Round applicants. All students coming into the 
program for 2021 were presented with a Certificate at the recent Year 10 Assembly. With the increased 
popularity in the VET Connect program, being able to support our students’ interests and career goals 
by running a second class of VET Connect to meet demand has been a wonderful outcome. I wish all 
students success in the program.

Spotlight on the the Certificate II in Hospitality

This qualification has been delivered for the first time at Applecross SHS this year and has proven to 
be very popular. The qualification reflects the role of individuals who use a defined and limited range 
of hospitality operational skills. They are involved in mainly routine and repetitive tasks using practical 
skills and basic industry knowledge and work under direct supervision. Students will develop relevant 
technical, vocational and interpersonal competencies suitable to employment and further training in 
business, as well as skills, knowledge and experiences that are transferrable to other industry areas.

The Hospitality Industry is one of the fastest growing industries in Australia, offering a wide range of 
employment opportunities. Certificate II in Hospitality is a nationally recognised qualification, enabling 
a choice of careers in the Food and Beverage industry. Further study could see opportunities in Small 
Business Management, Environmental Health, and Ethical and Sustainable marketing.



 eyes on VET by Melinda Kennington - VET Manager

 Snapshots around the workplace....
Sage Sweetman (Year 11 VET Connect) is studying a Certificate III and IV in Dental Assisting at DNA Kingston, and she has 
made amazing progress in her course to date. In addition, Sage has been completing the work placement component of 
the qualifications at Garden City Implant and Dental on Fridays. Sage is also doing really well in her part-time employment 
with Booragoon Family Dental Centre, where they have included her as a permanent member of their team.

Sage is featured in their latest promotional information on their Facebook page and Website. Well done, Sage!

... Louane Venter and Danielle Mackey (Year 12 Flexi), who were successful in 
getting to the next stage of the SCSA VET Awards, which is an interview with a 
panel of judges.

… Oliver Casale (Year 11 VET Connect) on gaining a full-time apprenticeship 
with MD Carpentry through the Trade Academy. 

…Caleb North (Year 12 Flexi) on graduating from the CTF Scholarship Program where he gained a Certificate II in Building 
and Construction, which was presented to Caleb by the Minister for Education and Training, the Hon. Sue Ellery MLC.

Please keep your eyes on VET in the next Parent Update.

Best wishes
Melinda Kennington    
VET Manager



From the Manager of Student Learning
by Naomi Kerr

Are your children using Education Perfect regularly at home?

Education Perfect is an online learning program that enables students to focus 
on learning at home, providing structured lessons suitable for individual learning. 
These lessons start with introductory slides so students gain a good understanding 
of the topic before it's taught. Rich images and videos break down difficult 
concepts and give students a thorough understanding of the topic. Education 
Perfect offers the following benefits:

• Content has been built to follow the Australian Curriculum, with teachers being able to work with subject experts 
to further customise content to match their teaching needs.

• Multiple testing modes: improve understanding, recall, and higher-order thinking.
• Touch Device Compatible  — iOS and Android applications available.
• Teachers receive reports showing which areas of the curriculum students find most difficult, so they can tailor 

their teaching to areas needing attention.
• Differentiated learning — every student can be working on a different task according to their strengths and 

weaknesses, and teachers can track their progress and achievement.

Additionally, "Education Perfect: English" is an outstanding resource to support your child’s Literacy development and 'readiness' 
for NAPLAN and OLNA.

All students can login using the following information:

• Username: ASHS+First Name+Surname (E.g. ASHSJoeSmith - no spaces, not case-sensitive)
• Password: First name (no capitals), unless changed by the student

P&C Meeting / Sundowner
Hello Parents, Carers and Guardians.

The final P&C Meeting for 2020 will be held in the Staffroom on Monday 16th 
November at 5.30pm.

For catering purposes please RSVP to axshspc@gmail.com by 9th November.

mailto:axshspc%40gmail.com?subject=RSVP%20-%20P%26C%20Meeting


From the Health Centre
by Pauline Chambers R.N. - Community Health Nurse

Hello Parents, Carers and Guardians.

Welcome back for Term 4.

As the weather warms up please ensure your child has a water bottle in their 
bag and gets into the habit of applying sunscreen before coming to school.

I see students complaining of headaches due to dehydration.

A hat would also be great especially considering we have one of the highest 
skin cancer rates in the world. Damage done early in life can come back to 
haunt you in later years.

If your child carries medication check expiry dates and change as required.

Have an enjoyable term.

Regards,
Pauline Chambers R.N.
Community Health Nurse 

Congratulations to Stephanie Potma in Year 9 for her success in the 
prestigious and highly competitive Tim Winton Award for Young Writers 
competition. Stephanie has been awarded third place for her short 
story, "Denialist". As part of the English Academic Extension program at 
Applecross SHS, students are given many opportunities to experiment 
with language and hone their creativity.   

This creative writing award is open to Western Australian school students and encourages imagination, innovation and 
creativity. Winners were celebrated in an awards presentation evening earlier this month. If you are interested in reading 
Stephanie's story click here.

https://www.subiaco.wa.gov.au/CityofSubiaco/media/City-of-Subiaco/Our-community/2020-Tim-Winton-Award-Winners-Anthology.pdf


Year 9 Speed Careering
by Katie Wadham

Thank you to those who have been in contact with me 
regarding the Year 9 Speed Careering day. 

I am still need some more volunteers to talk to our Year 9s 
about their career. If you would like to come along, or know 
someone who would be willing to attend, please contact me at 
katie.wadham@education.wa.edu.au 

The event is taking place on the 11th November. There will be a 
morning session and a midday session, which you can attend 
one or both of, and students will rotate around in small groups 
asking questions and learning about different career options. 
Workers from all walks of life and careers are welcome!

Entertainment Book - 100% Digital 
The Entertainment Book is now 100% digital and can be bought at any time 
throughout the year. Enjoy your favourite restaurants and activities while saving 
money! 

Please visit our ordering page: 

https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/83590h

Thanks for your support of the ASHS GAT Art Program! It is much appreciated.

mailto:katie.wadham%40education.wa.edu.au?subject=Speed%20Careering
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/83590h
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/83590h


Canteen News
by Cre Millar

Hello everyone! 
Below is our new Summer Menu — you will notice a few new items and a few old favourites.
As we say goodbye to our lovely Year 12s we hope to see lots of new customers in Term 4. If you would like a hard copy of 
our menu please come and get one at the canteen. It has been a long year and we are only too pleased to be feeding our 
hard working students and staff. 

Have a wonderful term and come check out what’s on the menu at your canteen!

Cheers,
Cre 

Recess Lunch

Mystery Melts 
$2.50
Southern Chicken 
Tenders  $2.50

Wok of the Day   
$5.00
Pies $4.00
Sausage Rolls $3.50

DAILY SPECIALS EVERY DAY

AXSHS Canteen Menu Term 1 & 4

RECESS

LUNCH

ALTERNATIVES

DRINKS

Chicken Sliders 
$2.50 
Small Pies $2.50

Nachos  $5.00
Quesadillas $5.00

Potato Skins $2.50
Mystery melts 
$2.50

Sweet Chilli Wrap 
$5.00 
Wood�red Pizza 
$4.50

Dim Sims  
$2.50
Chicken Sliders 
$2.50

Gozleme $5.00
Hot dog $4.00

Mystery Melts 
$2.50
Sausage Rolls $3.50

Burgers $5.00
Fish w/ Wedges or 
Salad $5.00

Cheesies   $2.00
Pizza buns   $2.00
Garlic Bread  $2.00
Fresh Rolls   $5.00
Crudete and Dip  $2.00 

Mu�ns  $3.00
Grape Cups  $2.50
Asstd. Fruit  $0.50
Protein Balls $2.00
Fruit Parfait  $2.50

Rolls/Wraps
Chicken & Salad  $5.00
Ham & Salad  $5.00
Tuna & Salad  $5.00
Egg & Salad   $5.00
Cheese & Salad  $5.00
Avacado & Salad  $5.00
Vegemite   $3.50
Sandwiches available 
for $0.50 less

Extras
Avocado, egg, 
cheese, salad, 
sundried tomato 
$1.00
Pickles, chutney, 
sweet chilli $0.50
Complimentary
Marg, mayo, 
pepper

Recess Lunch

Recess Lunch

Recess Lunch

Recess Lunch

Turkish 
1 Filling $4.00
2 Fillings $5.00 
Toasties
1 Filling $3.50
2 Fillings $4.00
3 Fillings $4.50

Salad box 
Plain $4.50
Gourmet $5.00

Water 
Sml - $1.50
Lge - $3.00
Flavoured 
Milk 
Sml - $2.50
Lge - $4.00

100% Juice
Sml - $2.00
Lge $3.00
Up n Go 
$2.00
Glee - $2.00

Plain Milk
Sml - $2.00
Lge - $3.00

Manager - Cre Millar (cremillar@gmail.com)

MOVIES MONDAY

TWISTER TUESDAY

WHAT A FUN WEDNESDAY

TOUCH FOOTBALL THURSDAY

FRISBEE FRIDAY

Vegan/Dietary 
options are 
available, please 
ask!



Facebook/Website Highlights

Visit our Facebook/Website to read about the achievements and events/activities held over the last couple of 
weeks.

Website http://applecross.wa.edu.au
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool

Years 7 and 8 Colour Run

Year 10 Outdoor Education - Recreational Skippers Ticket

Positive Recognition Assemblies

https://www.facebook.com/ApplecrossSeniorHighSchool/




NAPLAN 2019 Results



Community Notices
 

 Enrol online: 
 

 
 

 
 

Term 4 Tuition for Year 7-10 
 
Our weekly Tuition Classes are an ideal and affordable way for students to access top quality help to stay on top of 
their studies. For middle school years 7-10 our tuition classes are fully tailored to the specific learning needs of your 
child and will support them to develop their knowledge and skills in the areas they cover at school.  
 
Receive one-on-one support from qualified teachers to improve school results. With our premium tuition you will 
receive: 
 
 Personal and affordable access to expert high school 

teachers. 
 Small groups classes (max 4 students) 
 Targeted and individualised help to ensure you 

develop your skills each term. 
 Tuition aligned with the WA syllabus to ensure your 

child achieves improvement where it counts; at school 
and in their assessments.  

 

Why choose Academic Task Force Tuition 
 
 No big groups – 4 students max 
 Receive one-on-one support 
 Individual attention 
 Parents receive feedback on their child’s progress 
 Learn with the support of their peers 

 
Venues: Churchlands SHS, Rossmoyne SHS and Perth 
Modern School  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Exam Boost Seminars for Year 11-12 
 
Exam Boost Seminars are popular with students who want subject specific, ATAR targeted exam help in the weeks 
before their exams.  
 
In one day, the seminars pack in 6-hours of exam-focused teaching from an experienced ATAR subject-specialist 
teacher, with the sole purpose of preparing for exams and boosting exam performance.  
 
 Small interactive Classes 

 Practice various styles of exam questions 

 Learn exam technique 

 Learn how to answer questions 

 Develop strategies to improve your ATAR marks. 

 



Community Notices


